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SIR, 

THE defign of this CoIIcftiqn 
being to emancipate the minds 
of men, and to free ihem from thofe 
chains in which they have been long held 
to the great difgracc both of reafon and 
chriftianity, I beg leave to dedicate the 
firft volume to you : and I do it with 
great alacrity and pleafure, as I am tho- 
roughly perfuaded that every attempt to 
ferve the glorious caufc of liberty and 
truth, will be acceptable to a man of your 
generous and excellentfpirit; 

In countries cnflaved, all truth is rigo- 
roufly fuppreffcd, all the avenues to re- 
ligious knowledge and free enquirY arc 



iv Tie DEi^fcxnon. 

carefully blocked up ; and it is ptMl, 
fbfn^timcs capitiat^ to gtinfey and oppcfe 
^hsLt power hath decreed and cftaHrflicd. 
A few ages ago, our own country was 
in the fame doleftil condition; when no- 
thing could be publiQied but what fup- 
ported luperftition and tyranny, when the 
Priefts had the direftion of the prefs, 
an^ reftrained it to their own vile pur- 
pofes i to keep the people in ignorance 
^d bondage* But, thanks to Heaven f 
our k)t is fallen in happier times : and 
the only way to preferve our liberty, is 
to aflcrt it ; and to oppofe all fuch prin- 
ciples and praftices as are inconfiftent 
with it, or which threaten and endanger 
the k>f$ of k. 

The worth of liberty is ineftimablev 
it comprehends all human felicity : and 
it is impofliblc for any man to love God 
or his country, who does not ftudy to pro- 
mote the principles of liberty^ and to fcrvc 
its eaufe. Where liberty is gone, all is 
gone that is precious and dear to men I 

for 
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For this fcafon, it may be juftly.expetjlcd 
that all^wha are friends to mankind^ will 
everoppofc pricftcraft and fpiritual ty- 
- ranny, as thefe have been ever found the 
greateft foes to truth and the happineft 
of men. In the profeflbrs of chriftianiiy 
this is -a moft indifpenfible dijty, ..both 
from a regard to men's temporal gop^, 
and from that concern which they ought 
to have for the honour and purity of 
'' their religion. It is. certain that nothing 
has been a greater hindrance to.there- 
cept^bn* of this religion among men, no- 
thing has more obftrufted its progrefs 
in the world, than the abflird and felfifh 
doftrines, the fuperftitious' and foolilh 
praftices, which have been blended with 
it an J fathered upon it. To free it from- 
thefe, would be the rrieans of redo'mYhcnd- 
ing it to all men : and it is yery pi^bable, 
that when once itjs fcparated fTom all he* 
^terogenepus and foreign mixtures, its di-' 
viqjcy wili be acknowledged, and all mea 
will readily ex brace ir. 
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When chriilianity firft appearec^, it was 
a light to the world; it comforted and 
made glad the heart of man : but the 
corruptions, inventions, and additions of 
after-ages, rendered it a difgracc to hu- 
man reafon, a burden and curfe to huma» 
Icind. For many centuries it was buried 
under fuch a mafs of fuperftitioHj that k 
could not be diftinguilhed from the worft 
fort of Paganifm itfelf. In Cbriftcndom all 
-was darknefs, horror, and chains. Here 
is an cvcrlafting reafon for oppofing all 
Priefts, and an unanfwerable argument 
againft all their claims of power and au- 
thority. For, from the power and pride 
of pr'/cfts it was, that all thefe terrible evils 
arofe. Not content with being pallors 
and minifters according to the primitive 
inftitution, they fet up for^ Lords and 
Rulers: And when they were become 
mailers of all things, and wielded both 
the fpiriiual and civil fv/ord, it was death 
and damnation to rcCft them. 

Docs it not highly concernall chrir.i^ms? 
to know and confidcr thefc things ? If 

men 
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.. men had exQCpifed their reafQn, or under- 
ftood their juft right^ their chriflran liber- 
•iy; could ihey.pofEbly baye teen thus 
blinded and enflaved ? And is not this 
ampk warn'mg to all Protefta^t State's, 
that have in fonie meafure recovered their 
liberty, to guard agaiaft all prieftly efi- 
croftthnKnts^ to break every remaining 
yoke i and to encourage a fpirit of free 
enquiry in their people^ as what alone caa 
preferve and perpetuate their liberty ? If 
neither the letter experience of paft agps,. 
nor the dreadful condkioa of Popifli 
countries at this day, can opea our eyes, 
and teach us iwifdom ; we muft be the 
blindeft, the moft infenfiWe, the moft ftu* 
pid and infatuated of all people. 

Of late years religious knowledge hath 
greatly encreafed in this nation, and the 
nature and defign of chriftianity are now 
better underftood tlian ever : but of what 
avail are all our improvenaents in know- 
ledge, if we muft ftill be Oaves to the laws 
4. ' "asA 
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and c\3ftoms, the doftrines and praftices 
Off dark /and barbarou*^ ages ? How can 
wc blame Fapifts for following Tradition^ 
tho' contrary to the light both of reafon 
and revelarion, when we ourfelves are the 
moft proftrate worfliippers of cuftom,and 
reverence error for antiquity's fake ? Bet- 
ter be in ignorance, than thus hold, the 
Truth in unrighteoufnefs^. to flafh in our 
faces and cpndemii us ! 

Whbev'ercomjpares the fcriptures with 
the articles and caftons of our national 
X^iurcb, will fee how little we have of 
?hriftian truth and liberty, and what re- 
mains there ftill arc of popijb corruption 
and tyranny. Can iany man reconcile the 
right cf private judgment, and the apo- 
ftolical injundlion to prove all things^ with 
the twentieth article of the church ; by 
which the Priefts claim a power over all. 
human underftanding, and by denying- 
us a right to think, for ourfelves, treat u$ 
as brute beafts? : ^ 



Let tfeQm&tw u^arif th«y Q^x Hq^ the 
ufe cf. ttaHon. wd tbeur dumouig c.ree(^ 
agrees and the coafiftency gf curfiing in 
churches, or that it; b lefs (hocking for 
men to damn their neighbours in the 
worfhip of God, than in an ak-houfe car 
a gin-lhop! 

If can never be ajuft defence of thefe 
things, to tell us, that they are iftahlifiedby 
law. Human authority is not the ftan« 
dard of Truth; nor is it in the power of 
any men to make that which is wrong, to 
be right. A law compelling us to eat 
what we do not relifh, or cannot digeA^ 
would be lefs unnatural than a law com- 
manding us to believe what we do not 
underftand, or judge to be falfe* If our 
laws are inconfiftcnt with reafon and 
truth and public good, have we not a 
right to aboliih them ? If not ; what a 
ridiculous and contemptible, what a bafe 
and unworthy nation are we, to boaft of 
knowledge and freedom ? v 
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Sir, I mention not thcfe things for 
J^our inftruftion, but foryour edificatipn % 
to animate and fortify you in the noble 
cppofitiorf you have hitherto made to 
ijlablijhed falfliood and folly. In matters 
of Religion, neither the great vulgaf, 
nor the fmall, have any concern what 
they profeft or aft* Where honours, 
ifveakh, and preferments are annexed to 
any opinions^ the g^reai wilt ever proTcis 
and maintain them^ how faUe and iricked 
fbever they be ; whilft troths that are zu 
tended with reproach am! poverty, or 
•any degree of perfecution, will have few 
friends, few advocates and followers in this 
world. But if there be a God, the love 
of truthlsafure tide to his favour: and 
hereafter They fhall ftiine with diftin* 
guiflied honour, that here ftood up for 
Truth and Liberty in a degenerate age 5 
and by their example, influence, and all 
their abilities, ftudied to promote their 
intereft amongft men. Who would de- 
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fert fo glorious a caufe, with fuch reward* 
in profpeft ? That you will never defcrt 
it, I have the greateft reafon to believe j 
attd TherefofjB I thus pubjiply cicclare 
myfelf to be, with great eftecm and 
afFcdion, 

Sir, 

Tour higbhf aiUged friendy 
Animofi humhU fervanty 

January 
l6,X75a* 

Richard Baron» 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE death of the Rererend Mr. 
Baron, the Editor of the fol- 
lowing valuable TraA8» has not only 
gitttt his friends much concert], Burt 
kaslikewife difappointed them in their 
CXpedtation of a fpirited addcefs bjr 
way of preface. 

Mr. Baroft'd charafter was one of 
the mod: artlefs and undifguifed that 
ever appeared in the world. 

He was a man of real and great 
learning-^of fixed and fteady integrity 
«~and ateader andfympatbizing heart. 

He firmly believed in Revelation, 
^nd Jbr this very reafon was infinitely 
iporQ concerned, to promote the caufe 
of Truth and Virtue in the world, 
than to procure any emoluments or ad-^ 
vantages to himfelf. 

Vol. I. [ A. ^ ^^ 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

No man was ever more zealous in 
the caufe oi civil and religious Liberty 
than Mr. Baron. 

The whole bent of his ftudies led 
him this way— well did he underftand 
the caufe in its utmofl extent- — warm.- 
\y was he animated whenever it was 
the fubjed of debate^ and zealoufly 
indignant was he, when he thought it 
attacked, or in danger of fubverfion. 

Could h^ have retrained the natural 
impetuofity of his temper, no man 
would have had more friends or better 
defer ved them.* — ^With many virtues 
and a few faults— which only wanted 
the elevation of an higher flation and a 
better fate to have aflbmed the form 
of virtues — Mr. Baron paftthe greateft 
part of his life in penurious circum- 
fiances — which neither abated the ge-* 
nerous ardour, or overcame the laud- 
able 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

abltf independency of his fpirit. Thefe 
are virtues, which, when exerted 
in a low fphere, feldom bring their 
reward to theppffeflbr; yet thefe, with 
their blcfled cffeSs, are all this good 
maa.Jeft behind him for the confola- 
{ipn and fupport of a widow and three 
Hchiidren. 

Virtus laudatur etalget. 

Mr. Baron to the laft moment of his 
life fjetain'd a truly grateful fenfe of his 
obligations to his friends. — Jufl before 
he expired, (his gratitude ftruggling 
with nature for expreflion) Tbank^ 
tkank^i^iid he, my friends for all tbey 
baWi (md ^U that they are doing for me. 

The public may depend on it that 
whatever profits may arife from the 
following wqrk, they fhall be all faith- 
fully applied to the benefit of Mr. 
. Bai^bn's family. 
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(3) 
ISAIAH Ixvi. 7, 8. 

Bffrre fie tr availed Jbe brought forth i before 
her pain came, Jhe was delivered of a man 
child. 

IVho bath hard fuch a thing f Who hath feen 
fuch things ? Shall the earth be made t§ 
bring forth in me day^ or Jhall a nation be 
born at once ? 



TH E works of nature, which w^ 
every day contemplate, lie within 
the compafs of our reafon, and if 
we cannot fee ioto their firfl caufes, 
yet we can trace them in their powers and 
efFe(9s, fd as to be able to give fomc eafe 
and fatisfaflion to oor natural defire afcer 
knowledge. Our obfervations on material ob- 
jei^s being frequently repeated, and our fenfes 
giving certain evidence of their truth, lead us 
into a competent (kill to judge of the rife, 
progrefs, and decay of many fubftances, or 
natural beings. Various are the iuftances of 
this kind, in which we may fafely fay, that we 
cannot be deceived ^ or that we mull: firft for- 
fiit both our fenfes, and our reafon, before 
we can fuffcr any delulion to pafs upon us 
^a thcfe common occurrences. There arc in» 
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deed fomc tni'hs which arc cquilly cerMla 
\r'ith tho^: more ob«rio;is toiss^ and in chcie oce 
man miy be mere cipable of being iaapcl<!d 
cpoa than another, froo the cnequil degrees 
of knowledge, or the indiiFereat e^Lcrcifes arid 
arroinments of their rational faculties; bat 
ftiJ there are csmw.tJt csjls in which every 
man above the c!^fs cF an ideot is an equal 
judge, and wherein the clown and the phI!o* 
fophcr are cpoa the fame lerel. 

If a man cannot tell what degrees of motion 
kindle a fl.inie, yet he can certai^iy krow 
as well as the beft naturalift, that one flare 
Will kindle rnttcr ^ if he cannot tell how 
ike food fupp'ies the body wiih adviitional 
pnrts for its prctervaiion and increafe, yet he 
can perceive it is nouriflied and intrcafeJ by 
the food that is conveyed into the TcfTcIs^ 
In thefe operations of nature, which are the 
objects of onr daily experience, we may lay it 
down as a maxina, that It is impoiBble to b^ 
deceived. And yet there is a churchy and a 
mighty one too, ^rhich in direil contradi^ioa 
to the evidence of fenfe, the natural refults 
of reafon, would, » and docs impofe the grolfell 
cheats imaginable upon its members, under the 
botion that their fcnfes are deceived in the 
moft obvious and plain experiments in 1ife« 
,'. yfith them it is no difficulty, for a My to b« 
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in ten thoufand places at one time, for the 
fubftance which yoa /r, feefy fmell^ and tafle^ 
to be a different . fubftance to what all ihcfe 
fenfes reprefc-nt it to be; or, in the inftance 
of my text, for a woman to hnng for thy beforg 
Jbe travails^ and be delivered of a man cb'tld^ 
hefo e her pain comes • 

And now if we (hould add with the pro- 
phet, who has heard fu:h a thingy who has feen 
fuch things ? Their anfwer is ready, the church 
out of its holy treafary of legends, farnlfhcs 
US with a thoufand inftanccs equally improba- 
ble, equally contradiftory to the received no- 
tions, and certain experience of all mankind. 
There are not only thofe who have heard of 
thefe natural impoffibilities, but thofe who have 
Jeen them, and will witnefs to their truth ; 
they have ocular demonjirato'-s again ft common 
fenCe, and hear fay evidences innumerable for 
the proof of fadls which never have heet^. 
The earth Jkall be made to brlrg forth In or.e 
iay^ and a nation Jhall be made at cnce\ tha-t 
is, the ordinary methods of a beginning from 
fome certain principle, and a gradual encreafe 
by regular and natural means fhall be fupcr- 
feded, and that which requires time, p.iir.s, 
and induftry for its growth, be formed and 
perfeded at one inftant^.or info (liort a fpace 
as to be equally the objeft of wonder, a« if 
B 1 Vl 
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it had bectt prodi«:ed and finiftied at once. 
Such a cafe as this, to \vhich J/aiab appeals 
to the tcftimony of the world, if ever they 
had heard of, or fein fuch a things is a flight 
and common matter with the church of Rome^ 
whofe forge of miracles is always at work, 
and fo many conftant artificers employed in 
that pious drudgery, that though it has pro* 
duced wonder after wonder for thefe many 
a century, it dill labours on, and with very 
little pains, and a competent flock of aflu* 
ranee, flill brings forth more and more, fo that 
they are now become like the multitude mea- 
tjoned in the Revelations^ which no man could 
number. But that ye, brethren, may be wara* 
cd from falling into the errors and fuperfti- 
tions of tbofe uho lay in wait to deceive you% 
and that you may fly from the fnare, which is 
ict for the weak and ignorant j I fliall take 
f^ccafioQ from the words I have named to yoo^ 
to flicw you in particular, 

FirJ^y The monflrous abfurdlty of that 
church in its perpetual forgery of new m/- 
racle:<i and how much it derogates from the 
honour and truih of chrijiianitj. 

And io the fecond place, I will plainly tell 
you the end and deflgn of their pretenfions to 
sniracUs^ 

And 
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And in the lad pUce, mike i pardeuUr tpr 
plication of the words of mj uxt, to the 
occifion of the prefcnt time« 

Firft then; It is ibfurd in the (bitnb of 
R^me for to pretend to the exerciCe of a mi- 
raculous power in that filly and ridiculous man- 
ner it does, and brings a very great difcredit 
upon miracles themfclves* and fo refleAs a 
diOionour upon Chri^ and his followers, who 
never had recourfe to that method of cooviAiont 
but upon proper and extraordinary occafious. 
The miracles which were worked by our blcf- 
fcd faviottr^ were in teftimony of his m'jji$w^ 
that he came from God for chofe purpofes which 
be informed his hearers he did, and there- 
fore he very often for the truth of liis mif» 
lion and dof^rines appeals to his oiiraclesi 
. as when he fays, if they would mt heliive hlm^ 
they Jh9uld littive his work$» In the fame 
manner the apoJlUs have recourfe to the mighty 
works which they wrought for the conhr- 
mation of the do^irim which they received 
from their mafter, and propagated in his name. 
And certain it is, that whoever offers any 
thing to the belief of another, pretending that 
he comes from God, muft have fome evident 
proof of his divine mi/lion t fince no man it 
obliged to believe him meerly upon his owa 
B 4 \fcVto««~ 
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teftimony. For this would make way for a 
4>erpctnal fcries of delufion, if every pretender 
to divine infpi ration ^ was to be believed with- 
out proof. Now the proof is the extraordi- 
nary affiftance God affords to" the perfon who 
really comes in his name, and this affidance 
appears either in the fpirit of prophecy, or 
the power of miracles ; both which, but efpe- 
cially the latter, were vifible in the apofllcs, 
and were an evident confirmation of the doc^ 
tiines which ihey taught. 

Now there can be no occafion for new 

miracles, unlefs there be new dcftrines; and 

here indeed the cTiurch of Rome feem to have 

made the firft neceffary, by their plentiful ia- 

troduflion of the latter.' But have they really 

any of thefe which may be depended upon f 

Have they fupported their additional articles 

of faith with confirmatory works beyond the 

power of natural agents ? Here they glory, 

here they triumph. Their (lock of miracles 

is inexhauflible, for there is not a rel-qu^ 

of theirs which hns not wrought mighty 

wonders, not a aunry favit (for they make 

a difference) but ihat the curate of the place 

iliall tell you more miracles of his perform- 

iiigj^than you can read in all i\i^ a6is of the' 

lopofiUs, As if chriftianity wanted more evi- 

jdciKes now a days, and that in a chriftiao 

country* , 
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^ouDtry, thaa when It was to flruggle 10 it^ 
infaDcy agalnft the cunDing of the Grcik; the 
cbftinacy of the Jtvi\ and all the pcrvcrfencfs df 
a reduced, unenlightened world; But it is not 
only their Uving fainU that do mighty thing9$ 
thtrt reddes a power even in their afhes, ia the 
nmoteft trifle* that the ^W mm wore, to per- 
forin the feme ; nay z'hair of many of thecn 
has worked as powerfully at a hundred miles 
diftance after their deceafe, as if they themfclves 
had been prefent, and upon the fpot. As- the 
hones of Scanderbeg were to influence His followers 
to conquer their worldly enemies, fo thofe 
of their fainfs by an equal virtue are pioufly 
bequeathed to fubduey&M*?, and the powers of 
darknefs. Here indeed I am upon a fad fub*- 
jeA of- lies and fi6li6ns, but fuch a one as 
dtfervcs to be difplayed in ks proper colours; 
How (hamefully rVdiculpus are e\'en their own 
accounts of their miracles ? Was it a worthy 
piece of the angelical miniflraiion; for a>tgrh 
to go trotting over fca and land wiih a lead 
of timber and ftones of the Virgin Alur/'s 
houfe^ till" at Ifength they fct it down at Lc^ 
reitOy that it' might be hoffdured with greater 
devotion? This.flory feems the more filly, 
liecaufe If it had flood In the fame place where 
it was built, iheir religion gives them a war* 
rant to Jiave vifited it at any, diftance, .and • 
the merit of the fil^rtmage would have Avell 
B 5 \^<y^\s^- 
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-the txamrcers of them were not to be fuf- 
pcfted, ytt none -of thofi mighty tvcrh do Jhcw 
ibemfelves forth ? Arc they confined to Italy^ and 
Spahj and mnfl we never be bleflfed with one 
for the converfion of mulfitndes in Britain? 
frhis gives good grounds to believe their 

• "whole account to be a forgery, a bold impo- 
"fitibn of a cunning imperious priejihood^ work- 
ing upon the ignorance, the credulity, or the 
fears of the laity. And indeed the contri- 
vers of thtfe ftories have not managed their 
defign- with fuch dexterity, as one might 
bave expefted from them ; for they have be- 
ftowed as many wonders fometimes upon 
•one pcrfw^ as might have fainted half an 
order. And now, if any one is not fatisfied with 
/^jV'j, and their performances, let him confider 

^farther what conformity the prefent Rome 
bears to the ancUnt^ and what a low debafeJ 
miroickry they have reduced the Chriflian re- 
ligion to of Heathenifh fu perdition. It wilt 
bear, I fear, toojuft a parallel; let thofc who 
make it, tremble at the efTefts and confe- 
quences. 

Yet there is flill fomething more dange- 
rous behind in ihefe miracle-movgeri of the 
Riffnijh church* For the people being taught 
to believe ihefe forgeries, and the real mira- 
cles lof {he gofpel with an equ^l certainrf^ 

iinoe 



liace ihey hare die tciHmooj of die chnrcb 
for bodi, ind at die fiune ume feehig foch 
evident charaAers of frand and forgery in 
fhefe rappofed miradcs, as conrxnce tbem xii 
their fiiMhood ; are tfaerri^ in danger of faf- 
pefling a!l the mirades of the gofpd to be 
of the fame ftamp, and only die artifices d[ 
a fet of canning men, whofe de£gn was to 
delude the reft of mankind. This opens a 
way to dire£t Atheifm, fince finding the one 
falfe, they conclude the other to be fo too ; 
and by confcqucnce, caft away all religion 
at once, as a piece of political dclnfion, con- 
trived only for the intercft of the dcctivcrs. 
Juftly therefore may we lay, that this prac- 
tice of the cburcb of Rome, brings a difcre- 
dit upon miracles thcmfclres, and is fo fsr 
from promoting the real intereft of chrif la- 
nity, that it difhononrs it to the greatcft de- 
gree; it being certain, that fo much as the 
b^ft caufe is promoted by the worft means, 
fo mnch in the eye of the generality of judges 
it detrafts from the goodnefs of that caufe. 
Yet we who arc placed in a happier light, 
as we by this fee the falfe fpirit that reigns 
in that churchy fo we diftinguilh the true one 
JO a moft particular manner, which caunot dc- 
ccive, and which has given it us, as an indi- 
cation vfthi fen ofperd.tior^ that his comirgjbouid 
if ofttr tbi pvwir tf Jatcn^ tui.i all fcwtr 
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jigMs mmd lying WBud^rs^ and with all dicaui^ 
Mrm^ tf hnrigbie^ufnefs^ % TbefT. ii. 9, lO* 

And iiow» Cace we have feen the abfurdity of 
riiif pretended maltiplicatlon of miracles, aod 
the dangerous coDfequences that it has upon the 
chrifliaa faith. Jet me open to you the real end 
aad defigo that ihc church QiRonu has in all thefe 
contrivances 3 which was my fecond propofaK 

If we then go behand the fcenes of thit> 
ridiculous pageantry, we (hall fee the fprings- 
and movements that fee this engine of fuper- 
ftition at play, and difcover the great fecret: 
of this myftery of iniquity, The church you « 
may be fure does not play its tricks for no« 
thing ; there muft be fomething to be got by; 
fpiritual legerdemain^ or the aftors would nc» 
ver be at the paras of (hewing fo often. 1 hd 
defign then of this continual fcene of mira*^ 
cles, is no other than interelt, which is o'-^ 
two kinds ; firji^ the great gain that it brings 
to the chu'cbi and fecartdly^ the tyranny that- 
it maintains over the minds of the people. 

Firji then ; though the Romijh church has • 
many ways of enriching iifdf, yet the fa'ttis^ 
and their feats, bring no fmall addition to the 
holy treafury. Gregory's dialogues firft be- 
gan the tradej which foon proved fo thrivr 
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iciblved sot to pont wilL ii iK 
Tbe cafe of Ji—ri ■■ , «iu> siis tae m 
fliTiiies for Diamm^ k BBzt tat iamt wcl . 
priefis of Remi ; ^ 2>i^ 
dc& by no 

dealing, viisD iic fum ukc izB iicstiifeL, 2rr^ 

jrnr iaw /Afl/ i;^ tbL rrsfz mm hmsm war mmmv, 

and thai tbcj iaamt & aawJuAJ ig tbkk S/ st^ 

OQt, Gr«;ar ir /iar iJums tf tO:. him^imm Ijcr 

f ore-f adios lu0£ bsair lac: !■■£ 2L xjir^' jtf itf 2»& 

the like occafinr : Grrgm n hu hf^Mr. m Lmun^ 

hurj I has bses 2S fopua: sac m, pus::^ i r^^ 

moor to the rrs\ut% si £jnm. T jit : 

of ofierinf^ froic encj mgrse or 

Dooe that cas giae caL vt. aaaiax. itvm. pt^^ 

ing) vaiilj CDCJzala tm, \xu^mr iKaJi,-7iu 

of every parocolar thagrxr^ zui a: tzn ^*" '.ok* 

adds to the geacral £ici.; tsr Uti m^t. j^^ 

tag himfelf a greaier /ojs; tiai ass sr tae 

dead ones, jss^ hare a fcare k ^ ::;•; u^- 

trlbatioos to than. Ai^ ixsit w* sp u*t 

nodce what k&gdtt mea wil. tlx-. ir;,^ t;^ 

once take op a icw rail icpcrfir>^ : iir nwje. 

their trade comnynnrj, ,'ant:i ianrt uan. -^y- 

pciated, not oslj to esery inumry^, w it. r»^y 

^Pfc/, for ^oy trM£^ usm& €ftti:r\ d^J^^j^ \,y 

that however pcior aad aDowaint tue juw^^ 
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tants of any place are, they muft have a coir-^ 
ftant tax to pay to the faint of the neigh", 
boarhoody or that of their profeflion, or if they 
have an inclination to live wdi with the prif^' 
their mailers, to both. Thus is this kind oi 
godlinefs in the literal fenfe, great gain. 

Now there is not one of all this traitf that 
AuflT the pontifical calendar, but has been a 
mighty wonder-worker, and has a fufficient 
number of teflimonics to maintain his credit 
with the people. It is trne, fome of them 
grow old and unfafhionable, but not from any 
decay of real power to do the fame great* 
things they had done before ; but becauft 
the dircftors of the holy machinery have got 
fome new impoftor to amufe the vulgar ; and^ 
it is well known, that new faints, and new 
reliques bear a great price at their markets*. 
Bcfide that, faintjhip itfelf cofts very "dean, 
and whatever may be gained afterwards by, 
the bargain, the faints family, and* the religi; 
ous houfe where he i3 to keep his refidence, 
and perform his miracles; pay fufHciently to 
thfe apofloUck chamber for his admittance into 
that dignified order. So that the power of 
working miracles is firft fold at a lump by 
his holinefs, and then retailed out by the pur- 
chafers to their cuftomcrs. Such are the ar- 
tifice* of the w<w of St. Ptteri thefe the dcr 

lufioos 
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lufions of an avaricious infatiable pack oipriefls^ 
to, maiDtaja.the outward fpleodor and mag- 
nificence, of, their chuTcbj \Yi2X the inward de« 
fefls of purity of faith and doctrines, may be 
the lefs pryed into and obferved. Which leads 
me to the .fecond end of their mnltiplicatioa 
of miracles, which is. 

To preferve an arbitrary tyranny over the 
minds of the people. The church of Rome well 
knows that no tyranny is more abfolute than 
Juperjlition^ that when it has once taken root 
in the fonU it grows and fIouri(hes into a thon- 
iand abfurdities, and is hardly removeable with* 
out taking away that rtlij^ion itfeif upon which 
it is grafted. This then is to be cheriAied 
and kept warm in the bofom of their deluded 
members by a continual fhew of falfe appear- 
ances, that ftrike an awe upon their fenfes^ 
and fire their Imaginations with ideas of ter- 
ror and admiration. Hence proceed all their 
folemn pomp of feftivals, their proceilions, and 
their publick exhibitions of their faints* The 
poor wretches have not time kft them to exa- 
mine into one gaudy wonder (if they were 
inclined to it) before another firikes upon them 
with equal fplendor; and thus the fbow con- 
tinaes with their lives. No fooner has the 
ccagulated blcod of one faint begun to flow^ but 
the /W^^; of the virgin keeps up the amaze- 
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mcnt of the vuljrnr, by a (hort fpeecb to foine 
holy inati; and xht virgin has not long been 
dumb, but tears^ or bloody run down from the 
face or fide of fomr martyr or other j or^ if 
none of them be at Icifnre, from our lord him^ 
/elf. There is fuch a fucceffion, and fuch ait 
artful variety in it, of thcfe pretended miracle»» 
that a laity not prone to quedion, nor at all 
encouraged to do it, may well be kept in fla- 
very to their mailers. 

What is there fo difficult, that a man would* 
not be perfuaded to attempt, what fo irratio- 
nal that he would not believe, if he might 
but have the vi>ici of heavsn to encourage him | 
and this the prieft can let him have every 
day of his life ? Does he want an approbation 
of his defign, and would have a miracle to 
enfure his fuccefs, the firA Jiatut he fees (hall 
h9w^ or the curaU himfelf (hall aflTure him from 
i vifiony that aU will be right. Behold oo& 
of thefc poor creatures proftrate before a (hrine^ 
and perhaps waOiing the feet of it with his 
tears, and with great aiFeftion kifling'the hems 
of its garment : and then, if through the tricks 
of the prieft, the image feem to nod or fmile 
OQ him (which is not unfrequent) with what 
joy does he go away, as if fome angel had 
diluted him from heaven ? What will not men 
da when they believe that their minifiir can: 

ch4irm 
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charm water ^ fal:^ wax candlis for the driinng 
away of deviU ? That he can halhw nly touch 
heads and pebblis^ >vhich (hall have a virtue 
againft ficknefs of all kinds, thunder and light<^ 
Ding, and the temptations of the devil. One 
would think, that there (hould be little need 
of having recourfe to dead faints^ when the 
living can perform fucb great things ; but every 
art has its particular gain, and is worth fo 
much, and there lies the fecret of multiply- 
ng miracles. It is amazing that aoy thing, 
a degree above natural flupidity, (hould con- 
tinue in a fervile obfequioufnefs to thefe im- 
pofing tyrannies ; but the unhappiuefe is, that 
hiiotry is become an article of their faitb^ 
and to fcruple or quenion> is to incur the pains 
of purgatory, if not of damnation. Thus the 
power of the friefthood is fettled, beyond the 
poffibility of being (hook ofF by any human 
meanSy efpeclally (ince the fecular arm is em« 
ployed in its fupport ; and thus a fmall degree 
of faperftition, with a vaft fear of fufFeriog, 
confirms their fubjcftion, till it become ha- 
bitual fometimes, even to believe agaioft their 
fcnfes. No wonder then, if by thefe means 
of qftentaiious miracles, they can infpire their 
members with a falfe fear, a falfe love, and a 
falfe courage, and work all their paflions, fo 
as to make them fubfervient to the carrying 
on the great wyftery of Iniquifyi, And now I 
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think that I have plainly declared to you, the 
two great ends that the church of Rmit pro* 
pofes to herfclf in htr Jham-miracks^ which arc 
worldly gain, and fpiritual xjTznnj. May we 
who fee through their artifices, fhun their de- 
vices, and holding fincerely to the true unfophr- 
fticated word of God, never (land in need of 
thefe vile and abominable praAices to fupport 
our holy religion 1 

I come now to make a particular applies* 
tion of the words of my text fuitable to the 
prefent time; an application, in which every 
hearer that wifties well to the protefiant fialth, 
and its continuance in thefe realms^ is deeplj 
concerned* 

The prophet fays, btfore /he travailedy Jbt 
IrdUght forth \ before her pQin came^ Jhe waf 
delivered ef a man chiid. TVho hath heard fuch 
a thing? Who hath feen fuch things ? Shall the 
earth bring forth in one day, or jhall a nation 
be born at once ? Now this impoffibility, be- 
yond the powers of nature and its ordinary ope- 
ration, IS come to pafs (if you believe the pa* 
pijls) in thefe our days. A woman too well, 
and I fear, too fatally known to thefe kingdoms^ 
has brought forth a man child without the l^aft 
tokens, or previous fymptoms of travail ;' the 
power of Romi/b miracles (las done this mighty 
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tbiDg in one day^ and made, as they vamly imi- 
gioe, a nation at once. And that it muft be 
done in this (hort fpace of time, and that this 
is agreeable to tbeodentatiQuspromiTesof^tf- 
pal wonders* let us obferve the conduct and 
progrcfsof this whole affair, in which we (hall 
difcover enough to make us abhor their miracles» 
and the produ£l of 'them« 

When as yet there was neither hope on one 
fide, nor fufpicion on the other of the queetCi 
bt-ing with child ; when as yet the thought 
did not feem entertained by herfclf, nor was 
dreamed of by any near her perfon ; yet the 
good men at Rome, out of their zeal to give 
us an heir, could not help difcoyering their de« 
fign> by an unlucky prophffy, which .we have 
had fince occafion to regard. For among many 
compliments of the Jejuits to the Earl of CaJiU^ 
main at R^me, before this affair was talked of, 
there appeared in publick this prophetical dc« 
vice. An emhUm was reprefented of a lilly dl* 
ftiUtng drops upon the ground, which flower, ac- 
cording to the old opinion of the naturalift, by 
the (bedding of the water from its leaves, pro- 
pagates its Jpecies, and the motto was Lachry^ 
tnor in problem. But to make it the plainer, 
this diflich was written beneath^ 
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Pro natlsj jfacobf^ gemls ! Jlos candide regum f 
IIos uzixxxzfiliji neget aflra dabunt. 

D'^Jl thou grirui for children, James^ thou bejl 
of kings? If nature dimes thim^hiovin /hall give 
them to thee. 

A fufEcieDt teftimony both of their defigns and 
their modeHy ; and they were indeed refolded 
to make good their promifes of a mracukus 
eonceptim. The Jefuits^ that blefled fociety, ia 
their publlck difcourfes foon after, did notfcruple 
to aver, as if from infpiration, that the queeu 
muft be with child, and with equal confidence, 
that it muft be a male child. When matters 
were a little riper for their beloved projeS, on 
which the hearts of the whole catholick ca^xit 
were fet, and for which every good pr§tejlant 
and Engifjhman^ was pierced with a thoufand 
fears ; then they began to appear ftill more 
bold and pofitive, declaring that God was con- 
cerned as much in the cafe of the future birth 
for his own glory, as he was« for the fulfilrK\g 
of his promile in quickening the dtud womb of 
Sarah* 

And now, that this ch'ld of tccnder might 
not be blaftcd in the womb, or be deftroyed 
by any other unforefeen accident^ the confecratU 

trinkets 



^okets are icot from JUme to €SUKt % fxU 
delivery, tod prefers the life <jf tie arfatt% 
And indeed it was w«7 fittieg ttat rrtrj ftcf 
of this affair Ihoald be atsebdcd «i:!a a tat 
folemnity* fioce the ujaui r eii v«rr t^ bs^ a 
*tf^/, who was to c«ah the frif9^ irmm fe 
high, and make fe lar;ge t vercA as <ut f^cri^ 
fee of aiwgdm for tbe bk2»gf cf w in^ 

Bat tills iceoe, wbctia<cr ▼« w2 aJi It 
a miracle^ or a //bT, <acd far^ ;: Iat « f»l 
ji title so the latter as to &c f'/rsK'^ was 
carried on like tke reft cf tbrl^ '...nitru wri 

not to dkcoier tbe unpccTice. Tb?: C'/*ri3e 
of e^mvHtdtm^ which thii Hi^:i ffcacies, 
-^ras an excdVot cordial to saafee atir 5*: ., cr 
tfepofidon go dvira withtwt i ftri-'t: ^^ cva- 
fcience, and was oct nsj^ckjij prspig;;r.ei ::'je 
many Tears before tbt:r ce^b^ri hi J ?-;> ;:;^ 
an occ^fion fcr its cfr. A::4 fciJ* *h.r* z -o- 
man f/^'ir^ ^ traviiU^ Ir'n^ /j:! ? Z^*:; ^,.i; 
bfo^dfutb atbi^? 7 he ^c*'ci of A*"/. -I'. .. 
Jbeh'fre har f'as^ cmi:^ ie diihwti ',f ^ r%'9 
€lUJ? fflt lasper. /u:hi'cnr:? Ibz co.-cb 
of Rzmf. SccU the earth bfhg fr:h In CKt 
daj^ sr a natiiH h: nude at tnct ? Wh > btHeTcs 
this isspolElilit J ? The AurA ofBsmt. 
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Yet let us obferve a little farther iato the 
conduA of the a£lioQ of this day. There are» 
as we have faid m the begiaaiDg of this dif- 
courfe, fome things, which from the evidence 
of our feofes^ aod-our daily , expierience, we 
cannot be deceived in, and of this nature is 
the prcfent cafe. For fo little care was taken ia 
the difguifiug an afFair of this importance,' that 
the queen was undetermined till juft before the 
time where (he (hould lie in, and of a fudden, 
without any previous fymjtoms of her labour, it 
mud be at Si, Jameses. It was not perceived 
that fhe was ill on the Saturday night, and the 
next day between nine and ten (he was brought 
to hedi and in the language of the prophet a 
ration was made at once, W here were the heads 
of the J e/iilts not to give a more folemn pre* 
pa ration, a more regular and decent manage- 
ment to an aftion on which all their hopes 
depended ? So many, in fhort, feem to have 
been let into the fecret, that the time was ge- 
nerally known among the papijls to an hour or 
thereabout, and it is well known that fome of 
them inadvertently told it before the pretended 
delivery. 

But what gives fill! more (hrewd fufpicions 
that this is a true Romijh miracle^ is the time 
chofen to work it in 5 when all ihofc whom il 

moft 
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moft concerned to be prcfcnt, were by Araia* 
gem ordered to be abfcni. The (lory is too 
well koowo, and nill To fre(h in our memories, 
that it needs not a repetition. I complained in 
the foregoing part of my difcourfe, that out of 
the great number of wondrrs that church bcflows 
upon almoft all countries, it had not vouch- 
fafed to give Britain one ; but I now own that 
Rome has made us amends for her pad unkind* 
nefTes by one that exceeds all (he I as performed 
in the territories under her own yoke. Wc 
thank her, and (hall from hence learn to meafure 
the goodnefs of her inclinations to a land of 
beretiiks^ fmce (he chofe that for the fccnc of the 
moft wonderful exploit (he ever attempted. 

And now, my brethren, if yoii can be per- 
fuaded in contradiflion to your fcrfcs, and be- 
lieve in oppo(ition to common rcnfon, an J th.\t 
in fafts which all men are equal jnJpes of, then 
liften to the voice of Rcme^ Avallow down 
her miracles with implicit faith, and take up her 
yoke with implicit obedience. Let the grofs im- 
pofitions oi pretended faints J and pretended prin- 
ces^ be the burthen of your necks, and the load 
of your confciences. If you can be reconciled 
to impofCbiliiics, and think every tbiDg wv// 
be true^ that the prieji tells you is fo, then 
fitdown tame contented creatures under a double 
blindne&both of re0f(ni and religion. If yea 
' VOL. I. C \vx^^ 
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have fo unjuft a notion of the purity^ the trutb^. 
and the divine eftabliQinient of the thriftian re* 
ligion, to think it flands in need of the alCft- 
ance of new miraculous gifts and powers, for 
to evidence its certainty^ then lay hold of tboft^ 
altars that promife thefe niighty works, adhere 
to nodding images and fmiling wax-work ; thea 
fix your faith upon that monArous abfurdity^ 
the infallibiUty of meer man. 

But I am perjuadcd better things of yotty bre- 
thren, from the pure and finccre^ miU of the 
word of God which you have received, from 
the untainted principles of reafon, and that open 
integrity of heart ^\hIch is the chara£leriAic 
of this nation, and which difdains the mean 
artifices and difguifes of a Jefuitical confcience. 
You have feen too plainly the fpirit of that pcr- 
feculing churchy ever to be allured by its fp©» 
cious promifes, or convinced by its fallacious 
arguments : as you have been taught not to 
bear z/pirituai tyranny, fo have you felt enough 
never to fubmit to a temporal one, knowing 
well that whichfoever begins firft, the other 
naturally follows. 

You know what you muft expeft if infa^U* 
hi.'ity of any fort takes place in thefe ijlandst 
and that a king whj is above lawsy and a priffi 
who is above errors, are equally dangerous to 

this 
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this conftitution. Who can thea doubt, but 
that out of a due fenfe of the duty you owe to 
God, to your country, and yourfclves, nay to 
your memories, and your poflerity, you will 
with a npblc» and generous difdain refent the 
impofitions which wicked and cunning men 
would fettle 2nd entail upon your church and 
Dation ? You muft expect that the old Romijb 
artillery will be planted againft you; but thank 
God, there is courage left among us to refift 
them, and reafon enough to confute them. 
Let them confine their miracles to the countries 
where the fword and x\\q church (always friends 
in the.caufe of fuperfticion) can enforce their 
belief; but we know not, I fay again, either 
their pretended fai'Js^ or their pretended princes. 

In (hort, as our anceftors have delivered to 
US fuch valuable bleflings as a pure refo'wed 
•churchy a temperate morjarchy^ and EngHJb liber^ 
i.'es^ let us take care to deliver them fafe to our 
poflerity. And lafily, in defiance of all the fop- 
peries of Rome, hold faf} to that faith zvhich was 
once delivered to the real y^/'./j, and v»^hich, if 
we take care to preferve, and praiHife according 
to the precepts of its divine author, will bring 
tis to everlaliing glory, and m^kcfaifits of us all. 

TFhich God in his, Sec. 
C 2 
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D.fTP^HE rcTcrcnd Mr. Evans here! 
This is a favour indeed ; I hope 
yoa have not been come loog ? 
E. About half an hour ; I have been ama« 
fing myfelf in your little library ; upon my 
word you have a pretty coUeAion of books 
and well chofen. 

-D. You know, doftor, I have in a great 
meafure left ofF bufioefs; my friends give me 
a tolerable education ; I was brought up at St. 
Paul's fchool, and I was pretty near the top ; 
I have taken care to prefcrve at leaft the learn- 
ing I had, and can ftill underftand a Latin au- 
thor reafonabiy well ; my father defigned mc 
for a clergyman, but having a difpute with the 
minifter of the parifh about his dues, he put 
me into trade ; Mr. Evans^ you are a happy 
man, you were brought up at the uuiverfity. 

C 4 £• 
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E. I thank God, Mr. Dch/cr?, I have fuck- 
ed the breaft of a/ma mater ; I was fcnt to j^e^ 
/us college before I was twenty ; in two years I 
was vn^A^feniorf.pb^ and had not feen four and 
twenty when I was batchtlor of arts. 

£>. I fee you have my fdlo commoa prayer- 
book before you : I bought it when I was church- 
warden of the parifh. 

E. I think I always find it open upoa the 
table ; I am glad you put fo great a value upon 
that excellent book ; I am fallen accidentally 
upon the office coDceroing the ordaining and cqut 
Jccrating oibxttio^s, 

D, I am glad of it with all my heart ; *! 
have longed a great while to know fomething 
about that bufinefs, but you will never have 
patience with all my impertinent queftions. 
[Now muji I humour th s choleric PFekb divine^ 
cr I Jhal! get nothing out of him : he is a Jlrange 
mixture^ God kiowu A fide.] 

E, I fhall be ready to aof^ver any thing ih\t 
lies in my power, but it is a ferious matter, and 
requires gteat gravity and confideraiion. 

D, To be fare it does ; then Mr. Evans^ 
flnce you arc fo good, pray tell me in the firff 
pLice what's properly meant by a h^Jhop ? 

E. A bllhop according to the Greek deri- 
vation is an cverfeer, 

D. Why Is he called a bijlop ? 



E. He has that xsizk frox tr-t l^exw wc 
A^BT^^ which vc 3^:Tt ::ta. 'r/t Crrrf* ^: .- 

a fcDtioel or waicbtnai. : ii fiifr:.. :.t i^ a. i 

may (aj , %ju*fenjjt' of ir.t b^r.-s*!: fc: ;! 

fairsof the cfaorcL: t:.-:. if^'urt j. ■■ .. 

the form of 5rccii:/pr t: . r:.*^ . " ^A:-. ^ 

chat IS of Errlfr, \S\[x/^\'. c; . *. :.■ : .': 

/>. God forbid t:«ere 5::j'J._ i- «•:: c:-. .a* 

that arc not CKriJuur. b'-f:-'-;-. . •- ..-:-. fc:'. i;. 

beatkef bilhops. 

E. There were htuzL.f, l/:.o" mi r .-.•:: 

bifliops too ; the old C":..r'; :ii:._ *..•?. 

and fo had the Ran.Ci'. \ ^•^.--r:- -..*.• • ... :»» 

divme Cuer§^ in out of i.i: .j, . .-. .t .. ^ 

that he was a biflor. 

D What was tht liifiri':'. "' f;. ..' 

£. To enquire iri!'^ :rit Dii. :.;•'... o V; i. : .t 

trader their jurifdiclioi:, aoc .u-f^ iiy'.ii'. o' ■... .i 

condofland beharloor. 

i>. But are there no Uat-.'^ l.ifi»o*^ no- ' 
J*. No notoaevpufi the laL'. of U;'. ..;'.? 

iZ^rtf avis in terris w^r q .f J,if, . . . . .v,^ ^ . 

You'U excufc the LaUn Mr. Lzituu > 

D. O dear dodlor, I iovc ii of ui. t.i,!i»>« 
This facved ofike, 1 fiud, bcgius wlcb <irj o. 
crileat prayer. I wifli thok ihnt are codccu. 
cd V0idd £FeqpeBt]j ref.tCi upon k wkb tlK. 
C 5 aiieu'Va^ 
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attcniioQ it deferves Givi graa^ wi hi* 

fetch tlHiy to all bifbops and pafton 9f tbf 
church J that they may diligently preach thy wmrd 
and duly adminiftir the godly difcipliDe tbertof. 
The venerable compilers of this form, I fup- 
pofe, had no notion that a biOiop, as fooa as 
he was confecrMed, was difcharged from the 
duty of a pried, cr was immediately to burn 
his commonplace book, as if it was beneath 
his dignity to freacb diligently^ that is con* 
ftantly in his dlocefe; whereas a bifiiop has 
without doubt the principal care of every fool 
within his diftrifl, aod is more efpecially bound 
not only to fee the offices of the church, the 
duties of praying, preaching and adminidring 
the facramentsarc faithfully and regularly exe- 
cuted by the parochial clergy, but to preach 
diligently himfclf in one or other of his churches, 
as he finds moft conducive to the edification 
cf his people, and the fpiritual improvement 
of the flocks committed to his charge. This 
mufl be the meaning of the words, if they have 
any meaning at all, and how they acquit them- 
felves in this important cafe, I flioulJ be glad 
to be informed. 

E. That may be eafiiy dcnej for when 
ihcy are refident in iheir fees, they arc a mighty 
relief to the parochial clergy; they travel frora 
church to church in all weathers, thr^nigh 
froil and fnow, over hills and high mounuinsL 

they 



end Op'^HOI^OXV Ji-C^r.-., : ; 

they preach bcrt. i«id p'z^f, ':>ti' '.■ - - . , 
exposnd, C0D£:ir.. T^-r; fci*. i-rv..- ic 
they well know, ^ha* 't.i> >. j*'/. /-<<• r .- 
freacbmt the ^'.jitl. lj*.\":. »: :•. • • ^^-c^ 
their talents ici i^ iii»ph::.; ;;:.-. j^- ' .,'-1:1 1* ■ '^% • •.. ' 
Canyon imagint :;.^v c, i:^'r .-.: ^. v.. 
the cathedral on a tMiit.- . -...■ .,. • 
verger:^ with tijtir //a- r -f/.:,te. . j'.- vi ' • .,*. ■. 

D. Why, b:-; iofiK o' •:.'■!: •. • .. ., 

in their dioctki a* ;•.: o'j*:' .::■ t... .- ;.. 
a month or iwo; fj u.s'. f:M l»' .. •■ <■ :..* 
fummer air, aiid tafi*. !:i' •.' ■...' j; ■.' .i ' . , 
try, and thtii. p'.ri...;- ^ iv ! •.. ,. '. 
or fo, 2Ld f !iji;,ii' fii'o ■.''.. 

account of iht..r /* /&.'.#/.' v.- . .' ; v'. ■■ .» 
ficws papers ; yr •• ' f '»\x :• • 1, r ." 
charily fumoi.; '• ; \' :-..-': i>'l... - ■ .« ... ;.. 
and cxctcdirjj"; 1'.. '.!t..i.,'j. v.: 
afccnd the pu!»/i* '. u,i y-.n'.-. ^...^^t.,' •... 
live, and fct ;.!! iij«. ^oijjm ';.'.:■ J i*ji i^joj »..< 
flare, iiomc of ili'.u. '.c ijo» j/j' .i fiv« •■!■.. 
in a year, \u lij* !• ov.i iiiv'.< ;'* .u.* i:...r iv" 
I hem cot once, i \\"A:Id I'.'.oiiiji.'.hc^ ;• ?:.- Ui 
the rtading of oIJ bilhop Luiun'r ^^ !• i u.i^i. ^ 
And pu;:i;.'jlf.ily ti/it u.ma.-k, wiii'i. 1 io'.;ii 
down in rr^y pockei-book. * VViiilt iii<y u^i.- 

* troul in great townb aud ;iboul court, whu 

* is it that controuls ihc devil at honK: ? Whc- 

* thcr they rcfide or liot, the devil it not want- 
' ii3£ on his part^ he is never tinoccupied, 

C 6 * \v^ 
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^ he is ever iq his parifh, he keeps refideoee- 

* at all times, he ever applies his bufinefs* 

* he is never idle, his office is to hinder reli- 

* gion. Oh that prelates would be as 

* diligent to fow the corn of good doftrioe, 

* as fatan is to fow cockle and darnel. r 

* The devil is no unprcaching prelate, he ia 

* no laraly loiterer from his cure, he ft ill ap^ 
^ plies his bufinefs ; If you will not learn of 

* God, or good men> karn diligeace in your 

* bufinefs even of the devil, ad erubifantiam 

* vejlram dicoj I fpeak it to your (hame.' Thij- 
Inciefenfible pra61ice of non^refidence^ muft ono 
time or other be of pernicious confequence 
to epifcopacy : the church of Romt^ with all 
her abfurdities, all her obligations to favour 
ignorance and blindnefs, could never fwallow 
that monflrous contradivSlion of non^refidince^ 
The council of Trent (as I have read) decrees 
exprefly, that every bifliop who was fix months 
abfent from his bifliopric, of what title, or 
preeminence foever be fhall be, he fliould for- 
feit a fourth part of the revenues of it, and 
if fix months more, another fourth, and the 
contumacy increafing, the metiopolitan was to 
inform the pope againft him, that he mighl 
in n 161: fome fevere puniQiment^ or remove hiqi 
from his biOiopric, and place a better in hi; 
room. What a miferable cafe it is that » 
poor dergymaD^ whofe family wants bread ai 

ikoincj 



bime^ if be bai any bufineb with bis Waop, 
muft be obliged to run after him from o&t tui 
of the kingdom to the other, and be fwccd Vj 
beg his way home again ? 

£, There's no fnch thing. The bifhop 
I aflctre you defrays every farthing of the ex- 
pence out of his own pocket, and gives Lis 
poor brother fomethrng to buy a good book Mim 
when he comes home. 

* D. So much the better ; bat we are rambled 
from the fubjc£l ; fparc me a word moTc^ 
when epifcopacy was run down in the civil 
wars, a great objeclion againft the bifhops 
was that they never freached. They were 
called the moft opprobrious names upon tba^ 
account, idle ftiepkerds^ blind tiatihrner^ dumb 
m I do not care to repeat the dlflip6lions 
and charaAers bellowed upon them in thofc 
times : I remember Mr. Fiennes^ in his fpcech 
upon that occafion, fays, that * the bifhops 
^ neither can nor will preach ; they cannon 

* becaufc they are fo entangled with the af- 
^ fairs of this world ; they will not, becaufc 

* their dignities and honours make them fo 
^« flalcly, that they think it not enfapal to 

^ prtack tfien. They are fo fir, and live fo 
^ much at their eafe, that they are overrun 

* with adlenefs, and cannot bring their minds 

* to k. I wllh as well to the epifcopal order a» 
anj naa in Englmtd^ nor do I think U peaibn^ 
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able to trgue agaiaft the are of an office from the 
abufe of it, but I am foriy to fay— • 

E. To fay any thiog to the purpofe you 
mean ; >vhy that Fiennts was a rebel, a re- 
publican, a fanatic ; he was condemned to be 
hanged for the cowardly furrender of Brljlolio 
prince Rupirt. Have you no better authority 
than this ; read on, read on. 

D. What is meant by duly adminiftring ili 
godly difciplint ofGtd's tvord, as mentioned in 
this prayer ? 

E. That expreflion relates chiefly to the 
ccnfures of the church, thofe dreadful and ter- 
rible weapons that God has committed into the 
hands of bifhops to puni(h and cut off noto-^ 
rious offenders, that cannot othcrwife be re. 
claimed, to (hut them out of the pale of God*a 
fold, and to deliver them over to fatan^ until 
by their penitence and fubmiffion they are qua- 
lified to be re-admitted, and to be reflored 
to the common privileges of the chrijlian 
church. 

D. Is that godly difcipUne adminiflred at this 
time according to the original defign of its in- 
fticution ! 

E. I hope fo; the offender I fuppofe, it' 
cited before the bi/hop^ who fits in confiftory 
With his prefiyters about him, and takes im- 
mediate cognizance of the caufe himfelf ; there 
the fioaer is exanuned^ reproved, admonifhedf 

threatened, 
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tfareatened* and upon his contiaiied obfttnaqir 
caft out of the church. The matter is not 
tamed over to cbanalUrs^ commffrnmrs^ ^gfciob^ 
tod a parcel of hungry unhallowed lay-vgiun 
(who can pretend to no relation to the .^om- 
nuffion of Cbr'ift and his t^Us) to perfecut« 
and fqneeze the poor wretch, to torment him 
with cruel, tedious, and expenfive proceflcs, 
and when they have racked him to death, and 
rained him in his fortune, then at laft to ex^ 
communicate him, and for any little failure in 
the form of their cnflaTing proceedings, to 
throw him out of all fpiritual and civil com* 
Bierce and fociety, to banifii him as a vaga-r 
bond like Cain^ and make him infamous to 
9II about him ; and as if this were not enough, 
to call for help from the temporal fword, to 
clap him up in a goal, and let him rot in a 
dungeon. ■ This would be fetting up an 

ifiquifttion with a reogeance ; from which, and 
all other pepijh crafts and cruelties, good lord 
deliver us ! Do you think this was the manner 
of binding and iccfeng intended by the com- 
miilion delivered by Chriji to his apoJiUsy and 
by them to the bijhops^ iheir fucce/Tors in the 
church ? Can you imagine, that the fentence 
of fuch judges is raffedm heaven I That God 
will ever fign fuch dead warrants as thefe ? 
Can this be the defign of that petition offered 
vp by the archhifl.4p ia the o£ce of ionfecroti^ft^ 



40 ^e Pillars i/P&rcsTCRAFT 

grant we htfeiA iba t§ this thy fervent fuch gracr 
that be may ufe the authority given bim, not ta 
deftru^ioD, tut to falvation, not to hurt, far 
to help ? 

D. If the bilhop blmfeJf was to fit m jadg* 
meat, and to execute the cenfures according 
to the defign of his lord and maftery the fen- 
tonci^ no doubt would be dreadful and of fataf 
cflfeft, but when fo many excommunications 
are thundered out and publi(hed m a ludicrow 
vnedifying manner, for the moft trifling occa- 
fions, which the bifliop knows nothing of; whei» 
he never hears nor fees the ofTender, nor takes 
the leaA care of the happinefs of his foul, bur 
leaves that entirely to his officers to be faved 
or damned, as the fubtle unrighteous forms of 
their un/^M^urfl/ proceedings (firft iuTentedfor 
the fupport of pafai power, and fpuoont into 
a fort of trade, by canon lawyers^ the fpawn di 
popery) fiiaJl think fit to pronounce; to coa^ 
fign a poor creature to eternal flames for fonw 
pitiful matter, to enjoin him penance,* perhaps, 
and then for a litiie mcneyy to loofe him and 
let him go ; if this , be the due admimfiring 
of godly difciptitie according to this excellent^ 
fra)€r^ let the confciences of thofe declare x^ 
whom \k belongs. What a horrid profaaenefr 
and mockery cf Cod, it is to give it folemnly 
in charge to a lijtop eUB^ when he is coofc* 
crated tA t^trafe godlj difcipUne, to bifo meri) 
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cifdl that be is not too remifs^ and to minifter 
dircipliae that he forget not merqr ; when at 
the fame time, he never knows any thing of 
the offender, nor of the caufe ■ I could 

fay much more, but it has been often faid to 
no pnrpbfe -*— — This has been a continual 
fabjefl of complaint from the riformation to 
this day ; it remains ftili unredreffed, and is a 
grievance of fo high a nature ; it is fuch a per- 
verfion, fuch a burlefque of the moft folemn 
and tremendous a^ of church authority, that it 
bangs like a mill/ione upon the neck of epifco- 
pacy, which I am afraid will one time or other 
fink it to the bottom never to arife more. 

E. God forbid ; I hope things will mend». 
do hot be fo hot. Come, we will go on : he 
that defireth the office of a hijhop dejhreth a good 
fvsrii he delires the office of a bi(hop on pur- 
pofe to enable him to promote the intereft of 
piety, virtue and charity, and to do more good 
works than he was capable of doing before. 

/>• Do bifhops delire the office only for 
thofe excellent ends ? Have they no worldly 
profpeds in view to advance themfelves or their 
families ? Have they no ambition to fit in par- 
liaments, or to appear in the courts of princes ^ 
Do they do more good works in proportion ta 
the increafe of their revenue, and the advaa* 
tages of thieir Aation ? 
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E. Yes, marry do they ; aod were it not for 
thofe worthy ends they would be dragged by 
DO violence from their ftudies in the obfcarity 
of a college, or the privacy of a country pa- 
lifti ; and as for their families, if they hare 
any food or raiment convenient for thcmi 
they leave the reft to providence. Indeed* 
they have preferments in their gifts fufficient to 
fupport their fons in a handfome manner, but 
ditur dfgnijfmo is the word. If a bifhop*s Ton 
be the moft learned clergyman in the diocefe» 
as it generally happens under the influence of 
paternal tx^mfXe^ Jimile frondefdt virga mttttttu 
as the poet fings ; and if the father upon a 
flridl examination finds him fo, then indeed 
he will advance him perhaps to an archdea- 
conry, or to a good living ; but what of that I 
He fends him out bare, and without furniture, 
without giving him fo much as a little fenfi^ or 
his common-place book, or one old fermon» 
or the leaft hint or divifion, or general head, 
but leaves the poor young man, who is not ufed 
to hard labour, to work and fweat, and make 
it all out of his own brains ; in (hort, it is a 
cruel thing to be a biftiop's fon. 

£>. It is fo at this rate, but one would think 
they might make fome allowance, and incline 
a little in favour of their own flefh and blood. 

£• No doubt they have been often told lb| 
but they will not bear the xhoughts of it \ they 

will 



»i5 hsxt xio rcipec: of peri'DDs ; i: ci\ iady, lUi 
nsDirier. v:i5 i:* beg upot her hcuJL.^ k:uc , i: 

a biihcp cx£.clii££ hif ul t^^r o:\i;.r^. M uriika: 
him rSnr.t il\f p:£:-xnaikc: ; hi :..L: liia*- im 
hirJcii qagftions. and puis him to iht crab- 
b&dd: piAcein ill iht bo.jk. Aai LriwH i>.): lii^i: 

daaghttrs 

D. I kne\r a blihop thit married hl.s d.v.;j: li- 
ters to dergyiLeQ, and provided r^Acdiocu:} ui 

£". Bat how 25 that ; If a c>rirvir:.n fal's 
'ioIoTCuith a tljiop's dzr^gh-.cr ^:.;jd ir.^c'cd 
they are the m oft bci-jtlfiu and accv.>nip:.i>.ci 
yoang indies in the ksagdoxa^ he knowi he i^ 
to exped nothing from the father but by his 
merits; the bl(hop tells him fo beforehand. 
•If yon hare a mind 10 my daughter, GoJ 

* blefs you both together ; but look for no pre- 

• ferment from me upon that account \ my 
' faYoars are the rewards of hard Audy« of 

* found principles, and regular behaviour ; you 

• muft fliine fi:ut inter J?d'js hna m:Hsrrf% to 
< be difiiDgaifiied by me.' So that if )X>u fee 
the fon or relation of a biihop raifcd tp the 
bigheft preferments in the church, you may de- 
pend upon it he is the moft learocdi and the 
bcil preacher in all ibe diocefc. You'll iind ic 
a dificult natter to prove the coatrary. 
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JD. Does a trifliop give his daughters no for-* 
tune in money ? 

E. Avery trifle befides his blefling; and 
how can it be ? What with charity at home, 
and charity abroad, with endowing of h/pitals^- 
and founding of exhibitions^ and buying books 
in all the eajlern languages to convert the Jtws 
and Arabians^ what can be (aved ? I think the 
natural piety and virtue of a bi(hop's daughter 
is portion fufficient, and a competent (lock for 
a young clergyman to begin with. 

D. But I have heard that a female relation, 
or a waiting-woman in a bi(bop*s family, is 
fometimes married to a clergyman, who has a 
living given him upon that account. 

E. There is no fuch thing ; I defy the ranked 
prelbyterian to produce one infiance of it (incc 
the reformation. 

D. I hope then, they obferre the fame rigid 
impartiality in prefering any clergyman upoa 
the ftrongeft recommendation from others \ 

E. They do I aflbre you ; for between yoa 
and I, if the greateft king, or prince, or dnkc^ 
or earl in all the world, recommends a clergy* 
man to a bifliopy he firft examines htm ftri6lljr 
in Latin^ Greek and Hebrew^ and if be catches 
him tripping he is rejeded $ there is no regard 
to the greateft power, or the higheft title, he h 
fent away re htfeffd, with a Jha in his car, and 

maket 
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ttikes as filly a figure, as if he had been'recoDol* 
mcaded by you or me. 
D. Good lack ! 

£. I tell you it is merit ooly muft do the 
bufioefs; and to encourage merit there is a 
mod laudable cuftom now uoiverfally followed 
by all the governors of the church, which iSf 
to keep a conftant correfpondence with the 
heads of all the colleges in both univerfidcs ; 
and when they find a poor lad of promifing 
parts, and a good fober behaviour ; one of the 
bifliops, whofe turn it is, immediately adopts 
him for his own, makes him a handfome al« 
lowance to live comfortably, fends for him at 
proper times to his own palace to have him 
under his eye; there he directs him in the me* 
thod of his ftudies, fettles him in good prin- 
ciples, and particularly in a love and veneration 
for the doArine and difcipline of the eftablifhed 
chu^h ; and when he is qualified for orders, 
he advances him gradually to the h/gheft dig- 
Dities, and gives him the preference to all fons 
and relations in the world. 

D. But do not bi(hops generally appoint 
one of their relations to be their fecretaries 
or fo ? 

£. Very rarely ; their way is to look out 
for fome worthy clergyman in their diocefe, 
who is reduced to misfortunes, or fome young 
ftudent juft in orders s fuch a one they take 
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into their family, and allow him the fmall 
perquificcs of that employment, and fmall 
enough they are» God knows : bat if no fuch 
perfon can be found, which fcarce ever hap« 
pens, then they will make nfe of a nephew 
of Alining parts, or fome diftant relation ; and 
where is the mighty harm in this ? 

D. None in the Icaft. 

E, Then, as for pride and ambition—- 

D. Have bifhops no pride or ambition ? 

E. No more than a fucking child ; and 
though it is well known that the bifhops in 
England are defcended from the beft and motk 
ancient families in the kingdom, you never 
hear them talk of their pedigrees i they are ra- 
ther the more humble on that account. One 
is the fon of a duke, another the fon of a 

— I tell you they are not like mu (brooms 

fprung up in a night, or raifcd in a minute 
like puffpaftc; they have no occaCon, like 
upftarts in other profeflions, to buy coats of 
arms at the Herald's office : they and their 
ladies have them by dcfcent ; ab avis ^ proa* 
Z'is, tf avi numerantur avorum. 

D, Do they not afFeft to make a figure at 
court ? 

E. AffefV, a fiddle ; they had rather live in 
a cell than undergo the fatigue of attendance 
at any court in Chriflendom ; but there they 
go to difcharge a good confdcnce j they arc 

a 
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» foft of proitftaat confeflbrs ready to folre 
tU difficolt ctfes, to fupport the t^eak, to 
comfort the affltded, to relieve the diftrefled, 
to chear up the poor-fpirited, to eafe foch tis 
are troubled with evil fhoughts, to deliver 
fach as are tinder ftroog temptation. They 
have always before their eyes, that excellent 
canon of the council of Sard's. The fathers 
of that fynod obferving, that bifliops ufed to 
go to court upon by-ends, and private deflgns 
of their own, ordained that no biftiop (hould 
go to court, unlefs immediately fummoned by 
the emperor's letters, or that their affiftance 
was required to right the widow, or orphans, 
and to refcue them from the unjuft grafps of 
potent and mercilefs opprefTors. I will tell 
you a fecret : if the greateft king, or peer in 
the world, was known to live in any habitual 
fin, they would not fuffer the fin upon him 
one moment, they would reprove him to his 
face, though they were all fure to perifli in a 
dungeon. 

£). Well done, doflor ; but do not biftiops 
delight to fit in the parliament houfe ? 

E. They delight to ferve their country, if 
you will : there they fit/acere vota pro repuh- 
I'fca^ to make prayers^ or vows^ or votes for 
the commonwealth, for fo the phrafe may be 
tranflated ; thus we read in Horace^ voti com- 
foSf a man has a good vote 5 ex voto vivitur^ 
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when a man lives according to his vatt; mc 
vGto vivitur uno^ when he keeps a good houiSB 
by giving a doable vote. They fit in parlia- 
ment, ne quid detriment! capiat eulefta^ that the 
church fuffers no wrong. And it is moft 
comfortable to obferve, how they are all. in- 
fpired with a wonderful fpirit of concord and 
unanimity^ for they all pray^ or vowy or wr/, 
the fame way ; yet every one feveraily follows 
the dilates of his confcience, and votes as the 
merits of the caufe require. They aft by a 
fort of divine indinft, without any manner of 
communication with one another. They are 
like lYiQ/iventy interpreter s^ that tranflated the 
old leftamcnt into Greeks they were locked 
up feparately in different cells, yet they fay, 
there was not a fyllable difference in their fe- 
vera! tranflations ; fo thefe interpreters of h(dy 
writ, without fpeaking a word to one another, 
agree always in their prayers or votes ^ they 
rife up as one man, they are of one heart, 
and of one foul. Delight to fit in parlia- 
ments ? fo far from ir, any more than their 
duty obliges them, that they never concern 
tbemfelves about the eU^ton of parliament-men 
in the country where they live; they never 
offer to dofet, to fend circular letters to in- 
fluence, or menace their clergy, their tenants, 
or their tradefinen, but leave them all to thtir 
liberty to vote as their confaences direfi, 

witli- 
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without favour or affcciion. They do vrA 

iurry their fervants abroad at ail honrr, r/'ght 

and day, and make them fcour about iKe 

country on the coach- horfls thrcu^^h il.i.ic 

and thin ; or keep ihcir L'cW^i'i ope-:: to rr.a/*? 

a party, but every man tha: be:-.!.;'/- to ;h'.Ti 

remains free and unbiafTcJ, accorcii:;^; !o : ' t 

erf parliament, and the cftablifhcd Jibci'y of ti.c 

fubje£l, and fundamental rij^hts of the con- 

ftiiation. 

D^ That is glorious ! but have bifnops no 
pride ? 

E. Did you ever obfcr/c tlrr'n to Arut or 
fwagger, or pufF out ih:ir !• .i:\cs - iJu thjy 
fpread open or difplay their fill:cn Kr'wv^ Jr^ 
cifigUs over their cafTocks ? No, thty wrap 
thcmfelves clofe in thtir holy vtilmcnts, they 
walic fcfily with ih'.ir eyes downward upon 
th2 ground, inward'y lamenting and btir.c:.:i- 
ing the flagrant wickcdnefs of a iTLful r.at'.on. 
You may be fure thofe thin lean bodies, and 
pale fad countenances arc the c'Tl<^s of k;nj» 
fafiing. ftrong crying and tearr, or ha:d fluc^y, 
and continual mortification. 

Z). I do not know vvhat you mean by pale 
face^, but I have Tccn a bidicp wi:h a red face 
before now. 

E, And have you not feen ladies with rcJ 
faces, by diinking of too much water > 

VOL. I. D D. 
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D. But dear dodtor, are not bifliops exceed* 
ingly pleafed to ride in coaches ? 

E. What would you have thofe ride io^ 
who have almofl crippled themfelves by a ftu- 
dious fedentary life, and their limbs are be- 
numbed, fo that they are fcarce able to walk I 
fiat then they always pull up the blinds^ for 
the huzza*s and acclamations of the people 
would be troublefome to them, if they were 
feen as they pafs along ; popularity gives them 
olfence. O Mr. Dohfotiy give me leave, in- 
dulge me, or my heart will burft: there is 
fomething fo peculiarly noble in a biJhop*s lady 
as (he fits in her coach, whether you obfenre 
the beauty and dignity of her perfon, the ma- 
jefly of her appearance, the genteelnefs of her 
drefs, nothing of the dowdy about her ; with 
what gracefulnefs (he fits, as if (he was bom 
for greatnefs: O they are the ornaments of 
their fex, the patterns of politenefs, elegancy, 
and decorum, the delicia bumani generis^ rziki 
on purpofe by providence, to be the nurfing 
mothers of the — Did yon never ob(erve 
a biJhopU lady in her coach at a mtrcer\ door 
upon Ludgaii bilU how humbly (he looks uritb 
her little daughters, pretty moppets I about her, 
teaching them to h.oU and fay \\it\x caUcbifmt 
You might fwear (he was an eprfiopal gentle- 
woman, without feeing the golden mitn oo the 
outfide. 
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' JD. It is wonderful, I confefs ; but, doftor, 
tet us go on ; a bijhop mujl he the hujband of 
ifii wife I no doubt of it, be ocgbc not to have 
two at one time. 

£. Pray, Mr. Ddhfon^ leave the expound- 
ing of fcripture to me, I think it is more my 
province. This injunflion does not relate to 
a plaraKty of wives, but it is as much, as 
if one (hotrid fay — — vi^hat woald you give to 
know ? 

D, Not much ; but pray, doftor, was there 
erer any fuch « ihing as a biihop's committing 
fornication f 

. E. No.. 

JD. Nor adultery? 

E, No, never. 

D. But did a bi(hop never look upon a vfo- 
man to laft after her, and fo commit adultery 
with her in his heart ? 

E. Yes, fopl/h bi(hops in abundance : they 
all commit adultery with the whore of Ba^ 
tyhn^ and with other loofe hufTeys, or they 
are much belyed. But I never heard nor read 
of a proteftant bifliop's being a whoremonger, 
nor adulterer, name one if you dare. 

D. Nor archbiOiop ? 

E. No. 

Z>. Good lack ! but do they never look up- 
OD a pretty woman with delight ? Do they never 
drink tea among the ladies ? 

D 2 E- 
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E. They look upon a fioe womaa as you 
do upon a beautiful horfe, to admire the works 
of the creation, but without any manner of 
c^ODcupifcence I aflure you. 

D. And thcn» they wear fuch huge broad- 
brimmed hats, on purpofe to keep their eyes 
from wandring upon ftrange objcds. 

E. Well obferved, they do fo ; and as for 
drinking tea among the ladies, they do it to 
have the better opportunity to draw them off 
from the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world, and all the finful luAs of the ffeflit 
They are ever meditating upon thefe viffis^ 
which, (as you may fee in the office) they Cng 
when they are confecrated. 

Our weaknfs Jlrengihen and confirm^ 
{F<!r^ Lord^ thou knovSJl usfra'd) 

That miiher devil^ worldy nor Jlejh 
Jgainjl us may prevail. 

They do not fpend their time upon triflipg 
fubjeds, pinching of fnufF, admiring the ri^ 
iiHSj or gallanting their fans, but in expbin- 
ing the caUchi/m^ or expounding fome diffi^ 
text O, it is a heaven upon earth, to fit at a 
tea-table with a bifhop, or, indeed, witb a 
h}Jhop*s lady. 

D. Do not fome bifhops keep ladies in tfaeic 
faoules, whom they call coufms^ or mei^ f 
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E. No, never ; and in this they are truly 
primitive; for in the firil ages of the church, 
particular care was takeo, that do bi(hop» un- 
der penalty of being depofcd, (hould entertain 
any woman in hit family, either relation, or 
Araager, that fo all pretence, either of temp- 
tation or fcandal, might be cut ofT. 

D* But, dear doctor, may not a bifliop have 
«aoder4og thoughts \ 

E. Mr. Dob/on^ a(k pertinent quedions : 
It is no jefting matter, ludtn cum facris : you 
will afk me by and by, if bi(hops do not go to 
flays* 

D. Now you fpeak of that, I will not fay, 
that bifliops go to plays, but I am furc fome 
of them read plays, and very fmutty ones too. 
Pray, did not a biftiop publifli fome Latin 
plays, Terencis comedies? I am fure there is 
bawdy in fome of them ; I have read them : 
tbtre is a plump juicy girl^ would make your 
teeth water : and then there is a plot to de- 
.l>auch a woman, by a man that pretends to 
have no Jlones. I thought a bifhop might 
find himfelf better bufinefs, than to recom- 
mend and explain fuch ftufF as that. I faw 

lately an A 's name among a lift of 

fabfcribers to a colle<Stion of old plays, la 
which are expreflions fo obfcene, fo filthy, 

lewd and impious. Ah, doftor, there are 

D 3 otheK 
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ether fiuti io the world, bciide cbe wbovc of 

E, I hare a good mind to cite too Into the 
fpirirual coon for defamatioo: I fee you ob-> 
ferTe oo bounds : I will have no more to bj 
to 700: I renounce all commnnlcatioa with 
ycu : here am I taking all the p^cs to edify 
and improre yonr underftandicg, and yoa af- 
front me to my teeth : I will ncTer darken your 
doors again. 

D. Pardon me, reverend Sir, this one 
time ; do not, I befeech you, let me lofe yonr 
learned acquaintance. 1 beg yon would bring 
good Mn. Evens to eat a bit of roafl ptg with 
ir.e to-morrow. 

£. K-ve you broached the barrel of ek 
}oa tcid me of? 1 am fomewhat YkjiStj^ I 
cvi'd; bat, upoD your fubmiiEon, I pafs it 
by. 

D. Do blfhops loTe their whts as CbriJI 
loved his church ? 

E. Yes, they do, and wonid lay down th«r 
lives to favc them. 

D. Do biftiops (as the office direfts) ra/f 
their wives well ? 

E. Yes; mighty well. 

D. Is not a biiliop's diocefe, faid to be hb 
fpiritval wife? How then comes he, for the 
fake of a richer dower, to leave his firft Lvi% 

and 
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and CO give her a btU of div$rci^ and to marry . 
fcimrelf to another bifhoprick ? 

E. The old prefiyterian cant I a biihop; ^ 
Ton muft know, is not married to any parti* 
cnlar dk>cefe, but to the church in general; 
Ifindyoo are nibbling about the tranjkttom 
of bifhops ; that praAice, I do aflnre you» it 
jnftifivd by the ufe^of the firft and pored agev 
iront the apoftles days down to the times we 
lire in ; it is jun divino^ and may be proved * 
by undeniable authority. Do not you read ex* 
|>refly ihBX^noeb was tranflaudf 

2>, You have.convinced me ; and yet, not- 
Vithftaodiiag this plain proofs Ihave read fome- 
where of a biftiop of R&cheflir in former daytf 
one Fijber^ who, when he was ofTered a ruber 
bilhopric, was ufed to fay, his church was his 
wife^ and he would never part with her^be^ 
caufe (he was poor. 

. E* He was a popijb biftiop; do not miodx' 
him ; foxes and firebrands ! papift and pre/by* 
teriatit / all againft the poor church of Eng^ 
land! God help. her! 

D. I remember now j it was in CoHiir*i 
church hiftory, where I read that faying of the 
bi(hop*s ; and the fame writer, in another place, 
fpeaks fomething of the iran/lation of bi(hopS{ 
I will turn to the index; here it is; let me 
fee ; look here, doftor, he fays, that " i^ 
**^ is. decreed by the apoftles caaof^^^ ^5^^\. Vx 
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** 18 not lawful for a biftiop to leave his ows 
** diocefc, and remove to aaother, without » 
^' jiinifiable motive; that is, unlefs he has a 
*' fair profpeft of doing mora fervid ta the 
'* church upon fuch a trcnfktiQn. But even 
** in this cafe, he is not to remove withotit 
** Hrong folicication, and by the order of s 
•' great number of bifliops. The council of 
" Nice fays, if any hifhop quits his own fee, 
*' and fettles in another, his tranflation fhall 
<« be voiiU and he (hall be returned to the dio- 
'* cefe to which he was at firft confecrated. 
*' And the council oi Sardica complained, that 
*' covetoufnefs and ambition had brought afi 
*< ill cuftom upon the church ; that it was 
** too common a praftice for bifhops to rc- 
^* move from a lefs fee to a greater, and that 
** an inftaoce the other way was feldom or 
•* never to be met with ; from whence it 
" was plain, they were governed by confidcra- 
^^ tioQS of interedi" Now, fpare me a que?- 
ftion or two. Are bi(hops tranflattd merely 
becaufe they can do the church mure firvia 
in a ruh bifliopric than a po»r ooft ? Do they 
deny to be trqnjiatidy till they are pref&d fcy 
the ftrongcQ folicitatioD ? Do^) thereil of tb^ 
bi(hop8 go to hioi in a body, an4 iatfg ^f tiw 
to be tranjlatid? Do they ever defire to bp 

trarf/l^.'cud hoax a n'ck bifhopng to a. pi$r onc^ 

■bft. 
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becaufe they may be 9lde to do more icrvice to 
the cbarch \ 

E. All forgery f foftry ! forgery ! that €•!• 
Kir was a rank JacoSiu/ a Nonjuror! give 
me my hat and gloves. That book ought 
to be burnt by the hangman. I will not 
Hay a moment, left the earth fliould open and 
fwaJlow us up, and the houfe tumble about 
enr ears. 

D. Patience, reverend. Sir, I only rpfcr you 
to what I have read ; you know I have ofceii 
told you I was pretty near the upper end of 
Paul's fchool, and, though I may not talk 
fo learnedly as you gentlemen of the univer- 
fit}', I have read a great deal of Englijh hiflory. 
But I am of your opinion all the while; I 
think as well of blHiops as you do, and would 
go as far to ferve them. 

E. Sayeft thou fo ! give me thy hand ; thea 
I will fill the other pipe. I tell you, once for 
all, that no bifhop would endure the thoughts 
of being tran/Iated^ unlefs he was fure it wus 
for the good of the church ; nnd what think 
you is the rcafon, that the fame holy man will 
be a lijhop of one church, de.m of another, 
frehtnflarj of another, hold a living pr two in 
tcm^r.endam^ and take the trouble of other 
cures upon him, but only to qualify hiinfclf 
to do the more good in his generation ? and it 
ihcy thought that other tkrgymea would pro- 

D 5 vw^Vit. 
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mote the bafiaefs of charity and religion in 
thofe bcDefices, with an equal or fuperior in- 
duftry and care, they would loftantly renoxiDce 
them all ; but, alas ! Mr. Dobfon^ the harveft 
truly is great, but the labourers are Few, very 
few ! could they find perfons proper to receive 
them, they would foon refign their pluralities; 
but when, upon ftrift enquiry, no fuch arc to 
be found, they keep them in their own hands 
for thofe worthy and pious purpofes. Nay, 
they are fo eager and refolute to advance thofe 
excellent ends, that you will, fometimes, fee 
a holy man refufe, as it were, a bi/hopric^ un- 
iefs he be, likewife, allowed to be a dian^ a 
ptebendary and a nSfor^ for fear the duties of 
thofe places (hould not be fo properly exe- 
cuted, and their revenues not confcientiouHy 
managed for the good of fouls. I am well 
afTured, they do not fave a penny of the profits 
into their own pockets, but lay it out in the 
mod ufeful and extenfive charities, to fupport 
poor vicars j to fupply the wants of the in- 
ferior clergy; to found libraries in market- 
towns, in ufum cleri ; to build parfonage-houfes» 
that are now running into decay all over Eng^ 
Iand\ to repair the epifcopal palaces, efpecially 
in tVaUs ; to relieve the fatherlefs, and make 
the widow's heart to fmg. 

D. You were faying, doftor, that the bi- 
/bojps, fometimes, hold a living or two itf 

c^mmendamf 
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crnnmifidam^ what is the meaning of that 
word ? 

E. Sir, I do not take upon me to be a re* 
gular do^oTy hot only am called fo by th» 
coartefy of England. Why, you muft know, 
that in fome of the fmall blQiopricSy that 
do not exceed above five or iix hundred, or 
a thoufand pounds a year, (and what is that 
for the reprefcnlaiivc of an apoJiU ?) there if 
fometimes a good living annexed, and, fome- 
times, the king (God blefs him and his royal 
houfe for ever!) is fo gracious as to permit 
the bo^y-man to hold a living, or a dignity) 
which be had before, along with his biftiop- 
ric, to aflift him to fuppoft the charafter of 
his fun£lion, to enable him to keep a better 
table, and to enlarge his charitable heart ; . 
and thefe good defigns, I dare fay, are exe- 
cuted to a little; a very trifle is laid up xo • 
make provifion for his family ; the poor are 
his penfioners, they are his children. 

D, But, how is it, that the (lime holy man - 
(hould be the lead of a church in one die- 
cefe, and be a parijb prleji^ and fubje^ to * 
another bifliop, in another bifhopric; horw fuch 
unbecoming condefccnfions, fuch fliifting of 
fcenes, fuch mean finking in their charadier?, 
•from being jbljhops to become ponchial jricjis 
in other dioccfes, how fuch a praflice, fuch an > 
Irrcgulat tiod of f'lurality agrees with the c-v 
D b vxjKij^ 
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QOQs and difciplia« of the church, I could acwr 
yet be able to comprehend* 

£. What fignifies it whether you eta com- 
prehcnd it or not ? Will yon deny the king's 
fvpnm'jcyf Pray, was not yfmos a prophet of 
the lord^ and, at the fame time, one of the 
herdmtn of Tcha ? 

D. Very true, do6lor; I am fatisfied. 
NoWy if you pleafe, we will go on a little far- 
ther. A hijh-ip muft he vigilant y fiber y 9f gnd 
hekaviiUTy given U b'/pitcliiy. 

E. That is, he mufl be temperate, und not 
indulge the rapacious cravings of his fto^ 
irach ; he mufl keep a good look-outy and ])• 
upon the watch; and above all, and for the 
fake of all, fupport a generous and well-fpread 
t^Mey to entertain ftrangers, to receive his 
clergy, and welcome his neighbours ; not that 
h.e is to make his houfe an inn, or a taverUy 
open at all hours, and free to' all comers. 

/>. I take you righr. But how can they be 
iM to keep up to this precept of the apoftIe> 
w l.en not one in fix of them lives in his own 
proper dioccfe ? 

E, What of that? though they do not re» 
fiJe conflantly in iheir country palaces, becaufe 
ihey are obliged to take care of the church, 
and the king, and the nation in parliament, 
yet they provide that as plentiful a houfe be 
kept in their abfence as if they were them- 
7 V6J»J*« 
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fclves upon the fpot. They do not whco 
they cotnt away fallen np the doors, and let 
the grafs grow in the courtyard, but they 
leave a regular table behind them. There is 
a chaplain to reprefent his lordfhip, a Jleward 
and proper fervants, and the bell rings, and 
the clcth is laid, and fumptuoufly covered, where 
the clergy, the neighbouring gentry, and the 
yeomanry are handfomely received, and their 
horfes put into the ilable and well rubbed 
down, and the poor of the adjacent villages 
are comfortably fed, and fent away with full 
bellies, and fometimes with a piece of mo* 
tsy in their pocket befides; there the tra* 
veller^ and the Jlranger are welcome, at all 
times, to a flice of bread, and a cup of ale ; 
the people of the country do not feel the 
want of monafleries and religious houfes^ 
which ufed to beftow their alms, and iheir 
hoifpitality fo liberally among them, as long 
as their room is fo well fupplied by the boun- 
tiful diftributions of the biftiop of the dioccfe. 

They remember faithfully the queftioa 

put to them, when they are confecrated. 

fVill you Jhew yourfelf gentle^ and hi merci^ 
fuly for Chriji^s fake^ to poor and needy^ 
and to all flrangcrs dtjiliuu of help ? 




r, 
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Aflfwcr. 

/ VLillfoJhrdi myftify hy God's Mp. 

Ac(3, then, when the bulincfs of ihc naii 
calls ihem to Lrrn/in^ ihey do not, like fo 
members of parlirimeat, hide thcmfdves 
obfcure corners, that their people do 1 
know where to find them. They do not tr 
private lodgings, or hire litile, pitiful hou 
of two rooms on a floor, in dark lanes 
alleys, but (if they have no palaces in to 
that belong to their fee) they chufc the m 
open and public ftreets, and the moft fpaci< 
houfes, where they live nobly and magn 
cently, like peers of the realm; here ih 
cl(r£y^ when they come to town, are w 
corae; here they are entertained at bed s 
board ; here they have the benefit of my lor 
library^ to employ themfclves at leifure hou 
the poor young candidates for orders rem 
here, and are fupplicd with every thing, 
they are ordained : and the piGr arc di 
relieved by the porter, in the great coi 
You may eafily know where a bifliop lives, 
the crowd of poor people in the ftrect 
fore the door, fo that pafTcngers can fca 
go along; it is really a grievance tb 
nei^^hboursj they have hardly room to go ab 
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their lawful bufinefs, efpeciaUy ia cbrifimas tiine» 
when the ftevrard is deliveriog out the beef 
aad coalsy aad fitting the elder fort with their 
grey gowns. To prove how unbounded is 
the extent of pnlatical charity, how foft and 
tender tpifcopal bowels are toward the mi* 
feries of the poor, do but look into the lift 
of bcnefaftors for the relief of the fufFcrcrs 

by the fire at Crediton. O, Sir! when a 

bifbop goes to deep with his fathers ; when 
he is taken from us by the ftroke of death ; 
when he is hid from our eyes, and is no more, 
what a thunderclap is felt throughout the na- 
tion ! what running to the churches and the 
altars ! what beating of breafts, wringing of 
hands, and dKhevelling of hair, as in times 
of national calamity and difirefs I he is gone I 
he is gone ! my father / my father ! the cha- 
riot of Ifrael^ and the horfemen thereof! 
then ; then we find the lofs ; virtutem incolu" 
mem odimus^ fuhlatam ex oculis quarimus invidi^ 
Were he not like ih^ golden bought in the evan^ 
gelical poet, 

Primo avulfo, non deficit alter aureus ; 

We (hould be utterly inconfolable The 

death of the great St. Baftl ftrikes full upon 
my memory. When that worthy prelate lay 
a dyings the whole city came about him., not 
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able to bear the thonghu of his departure ; 
they prayed as if they would lay hands vpo* 
hit very foal» aod by force detain it in bb 
body ; they were diftradled with the thooghts 
of fo great a lob. His faDeral was fokmniaed 
with all poflible teftimonies of love and hiH 
nourable attendance, and with the abnndani 
tears, not only of Cbri/iians^ bat of Jews and 
Hiothni. The cooflueDce was fo great, that 
many were preflTed to death in the crowd, and 
feot to bear him company to his long home. 
An exad typg of the pious times we live 
in ! faving, that not quite fo many are trod to- 
death now as were formerly. 

D. But, Sir, I have often heard the iUrff 
complain, that when they have dined with the 
hjhopy and are comiog away, they are forced 
tp run the gantlope through a lane of impa* 
dent footmen and fervants, who look upoo 
them as the devil over Lincoln^ if erery one 
does not give them a (hilling a- piece, whea 
fome of them have not one more ia thw 
pockets. This is a great hardfhip upon the 
poor clergy, who pay dear for their dinners. 
Where is the he/piialifyi of this pradlice ? 

E. I do not believe a word of it ; I never 
gave a bifhop's fcrvant a farthing in all my 
life; not the value of a pipe of tobacco, 

/>. Pray, Mr. Evansy who does LfnAfh 
houft in AUirfsaU'Jirut belong to i 
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hiMj*f' Tie crpucopa. Dw-hic a: ^V ■^^;::'. *.iid 

ia aiabj oihcr fcesj if r^l u: iunii. ". u^ 

not fsppole, bu: iarge luaa^ have bc-cL :c,.<.iva'., 
fir«ia time to lime, for iLsui^ti,ii.:.K. -. tiic\ n^^ii; 
&aq3 CBDiigh hhtT that. Frin, bii, it iuch 
Booies ace j^t hpo^it-v Uid uul^ whi-ic iit-j; 
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the remedy, or who muft call the bi/iop to 
account ? I have looked into the codexj and 
cannot find a word upon this fubjed. 

E. Let me tell you, your infinuation is.vil^. 
and athciftical. The inferior clergy, if jon 
Will, look fliarp, as you call it, after dilapi' 
datrm, and, perhaps, are too rigid and hard- 
hearted upon that account ; but the right re- 
verend prelates proceed, in that refpeft, with . 
all tendernefs and humanity; cheyconflder the 
circumftances of the family left behind, and 
are more likely to aflift them out of the re* 
venues of the enfuing year, than to harrtft 
them with dthpidations. Come,, call a new 
caufe ; read on, 

D. A biflvop muft be apt to teach. 

E. They muft be qualified, by their ftudy 
of the fcriptures, and their great (kill io ex- 
plaining them, to inftrufl and feed the flock 
committed to their charge. And bow can 
they be otherwife, when the whole . bufineft 

. of their lives has been to turn over and medi- 
' late upon thofe facred pages ? when they have 
the bible ad unguem^ and have fpent the 
choiccft of their time, their breath and ftrength 
in catechifingy in expounding and preaching f 
They unravel all difficult places, all the fi* 
miles, types, parables, examples, allegories { 
they reconcile feeming contradiflions, and 
Citn repeat you all the parallel texts from 

the. 
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them, but may fafely fay of hlmfelf, what die 
Oxford mufe fo fwcctly warbles : 

No:ior at nulU vox eft fua quam mibi qulcquid 
Graius, Arabs, Italus, Chaldseus, Hebraeus 

it Affur, 
^thiopefve fonant facrum aut Memphitica 

Coptos, 
h fum qui latias ex ipfofynte petltes 
Malim, quam longo circum deducere rivo^ 
Hincy ut me laudem, legi Targumque, M*» 

foraraque, 
Onkelon et Kimchij qua te vel nomtua ier» 

rent^ 
Commentatorcs Rabbioos, Kabbala quuquid 
Implicuit nodhf cacoque anlgmate iexitm. 

I was exerdfing my poetic fanq^, fometime 
ago, in tranflating thefe lines iQto Et^Sfi^ 
rcrfe; you know I have a pretty inaci at 
poetry, though I do not make it my profdt 
fjucmi but, 

Dignum laude virum mufa vUat mori^ 

My mxxk forbids the worthy man to die* 

I am glad I can repeat them ; for, I am fiim 
you will be pleafed. 

Zber/s^ 
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"Tbire^sm man's void is to blmfelf mort kimm 
Than is to me the holy nligion 
Q^ Grecian, Arabian end Italian, 
Cbaldasan, Hebrsean and Aflyrian, 
If^bat the J£tbiopians tiocb^ and what th 

Copti, 
/ am the man ; witb bucket and a rope I 
Cbufe to draw water from the fountain -bead^ 
Ybanfrom the wandering Jireams the rivers 

Jbed^ 
Jnd ibo* I praife myfelf 1 have read tbt.^ 

Targum, 
The Mafora, Onkelos andJ^xmchVs Jargm^ 
Wbofe very names would fright tbcty and the ' 

devil if 'to the bargain^ 
ne Rabbins comments, and the Kabbah, " 
1 hat foldeth up its meaning, I do fay ^ 
In twified knots and dark aenigmata. 



1 



What think you of that, my boy \ but if you 
chufe to have it rather in fcripture phrafe, it 
will run thus: Parthians and Medes^ and 
Ehmites^ and the dwellers of Mefopoiamiay 
and in Judaa and Cappadocia^ in Pcntus and 
Jfa, Phrygia and Pamphylia^ in Egypt^ and 
in the parts of Lybia about Cyroje^ Gran- 
gers of Rcme^ y^^^ and ProfrljttSj Cretes 
and Arabians^ we do all hear them fpeak in 
ow own ^nguc the ■— ■ ■ The world would 
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not be furprized to fee a new traDflation of 
the bible from the prcfent bench of bifiiops ; 
there is not one of them but is capable to exe« 
cute the whole, had he but time and — — « 
They can repeat you every fyllable of Afon 
Ntvochj Mtdrajhiotby Prike Jvitb^ Ketblrr Mai* 

ruth. And yet to look them in the 

face, you would not think it , fuch is the 
feeibiog fsmpUcity of their venerable afpedls ; 
but fronti nulla fides — — O libr§rum iel' 
luones ! O gormandifers of books ! they have 
fwallowed and digefted all the fathers^ the 
codes, provincials^ decretals^ pandeSfs^ councils^ 
canons ', are maflers of all the fi:hoolmen^ not 
to fill their heads, and fluff their writings 
with quiddities and quoddiiieSy and far-fetched 
unintelligible diflindtions, but to be able to 
reafon clofely, to argue folidly, to rebuke, to 
confute, to reply, to rejoin, to fyllogizc, to 
criticize, to apologize, lo advertize, to fermo- 
nize, to decypherize, to — • 

D. Heyday ! the doftor is in a rapture. 

E. They pafs to the epifcopal chair through 
all the lower eccleflaftical offices ; they do 
not, as a learned writer obferves, commence 
divines and bijhops the fame moment; nor 
are they like the dragoW% teeth that Cad* 
mm fowed at Tbebes^ which immediately 
fprung up giants out of the earth armed cap* 
a-pecy perfcA men and perfeft warriors in one 

5 day 
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In this cafe, I fay, they are the Mallei Hm* 
Tetic9rumj Papj/larum^ Pagano'^kmy the Maub^ 
the Beetles and fTeJges of Heretics^ Paptfts^ 
and Infidels \ IF a blafphemous or wicked book 
creeps out, one or other of them IboQ cuts 
it to pieces, to the utter fhame and con- 
fufion of the gainfayer. They have an an- 
tidote ready to expel the poifon; they pray 
againft it, preach againft it, write againft it, 
and encourage and follicit their clergy to do 
the fame. Such reverend champions they h* 
vour and diftiDguilh, and prefer them before 
all the relations in the world. They buy 
and difpeife their books, they afCft them in 
their fludies, and warm them in their bofoms. 
They do not as the great donsj in other pro- 
feflions, neglcift, depreciate and brow beat 
writers of their own order out of a fpirit of 
farty^ or from a principle of envy^ as if they 
obfcured their own characSers, or ■ in 

(hort, Herefy and Infidelity never had fewer 
friends and followers than in thefe blejfei 
iim^Sf and all owing to the unwearied in- 
duftry and vigilance of thcfc ftiepherds, thefe 
watchmen of I/ra L I will tell you what, 
I was at church in the city about three Sun* 
days ago, where two great prelates were la 
the fame pew, and at the repeating of the Atha' 
nafian creed, they both reverently flood up, 
and made their refponfes aloud with their 

eyes 
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CytS tDWuF llLAIii.. tr t&f 

cf lliysir XBT X... t&f I mi| ■! fi^Tinr- ■ BStfiC' 

of dioL T3ok «'^- DT isfts facmrp^ nw- 
the pnr, tr ssSksf tr sor bnn^ isez- hnr a!. 

2>. YiBi tars ra'SffP x cci. r nszn- rr rrori 
that dx idbsv: £!? r isma^ hocn. vhn:: 
.fecttrt* lie BUT cf difbnt? : nr to: ic: hrrr 

MJktf of Ae p iiwing , k tLl« rorci. 

J/IwH revermi f&i yr :k G.... •^*': r^^.' .'t. .vrr.- 
jrw tbis ^r etui vs.. itrnrr'ir C:.: *•■ .» 
"m-imti and conjer-eiss c{ rrr. . 

Bat I hue a finall fcruple i:pcr. tnr :r. rhi- 
matier; howdothrir nrc Hlhops kn».-^\v ih.: 
the^nhop eleff is ttv// Icir-?iec ? 

E. Do you think they give this tenimorT 
rf him by hearDy, or by commoc fame, for 
fevonr or affcftion ? Can you fnppjfc tri-y 
vonld pre&nt him in that folemn mnnnci, 
in the prcTcnce of God, and in ihrc Lcr uf 
all 'the congregation, unlefs they could do it 
widi a fafe coordence, and from their ovrtt 
erprels knowledge? No, no; they exem:>:f 
Kim ftriftly and fercrely in the fe'y^kt. I 
liippofe, tbefaurys rerum eccUfi iflicarum^ Ib.r 
imhnan^ and other godly books ^ and t\\\d- 
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iig him as kinied as thcj txpcSt^ tbftgjtUj 
beftow that charaftrr qpoa him» tbtj woM 
be nnjnft if thej fid oot ; I bdkwc tbe lAok 
world would aoc prefail npoa thcB to gs 
againft tbeir firm belief aid ooanfiioB in 
that matter, cfw their eDcmics tkemftbm 
being judges. 

D. Whodoobtsit} :Bat admit tktt lbs 
bilbops are.fickedmeop well 
culled oat of the body of the 
accoam of their pcofouid irwHiim^ jct M 
they be ever fo ImnuJ^ or fo' «/# is umif 
yoD will allow, I foppofe, that it is-iapoAie 
they (hould ieacb or feed thdr flocks aUi 
they be able to tiscbibt peopkio a 
they umUrJIand. 

E. I allow that, and what then ? 

D. Why riieo, I (hould be {Mto 
bow a bifliQp of a diocefe ia.^PUri, ia^- 
pable ef domg his daty.with a good oda- 
fcicnce, when he docs not vnderftand ooe 
fyllable of tbe Wdjb fngmiy and the people 
do not underftand a word oiEt^lifif 

E, The anfwer is plain, I deny yonr hfr 
pofition; you ar« to confider whea an «sv. 
fignt d'ivim £nds faimfelf improving in Ijpirimsl 
knowledge, and fpna^ng^ and ftrOtldmg^ and. 
ihUktning^ and reaching farther, and wMpT' 
ing, and enlarging his capadue^ and kd- 
ding and bloJIimng^ and growing ng^ ipd. 
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JoqIc} bnt to prmcb^ or pny to the people is 
aD miifoum toogue,. would be p^pifj^ down* 
jight popgryf 

D. It woald (o\ but not to urge this far- 
ther at prefent, I cannot be altogether of your 
opinion, that the biOiopt in WaUs nnderlland 
the language of the country, for I have a little 
book in my liirary^ .-(as you are plealed to call 
it) that gives a quite diiTerent acconnt of this 
inatter, and likewife of the b^fpitMty that is 
j)rtfecyed (as you fay) in the palaces of b^b^fs 
of that country, either when they do, oc dp 
not rcfide in their diocefes. You know tiiC 
bKhopric of St. Davids f 

>B. I had the honour to be .born ip that 
Ciocefe ; it is a fee of a v^ry Jarge extept, and 
takes in the counties oi PimhrjJte^ Capwn^ 
ihtn^ Cardigan^ Brecif^ and all Radnpr^ eit* 
cept fix parilhes, a confiderable .part of Qkr 
morgan/birr^, and many parifhes in the coon* 
ties of Hert/§rd and MQnmouthi O it is a cu- 
/ioQs fine bKhopric-^ 

D. The book I fpoke of is called, A viiW 
pf the Jlaff of rtUgipn in the diocefg mf St. 
Pavids; it was writtoo by a da&^r rf divimtj 
in that principality, and his pbfervations vm 
founded upon his 4>wn knowledge ^ here p 
fuch a fccne of mifery and diflrefs, of bar- 
barifm and barbarity, fuch fcandalous abuie 
of difcipline and church power! but it is 90 

voadcr* 
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, for a Wi{fi^ bifiiopric is coanK/olf 
no more thaa a ft^pgop^ txl iormft of hiitbcr 
picniotion ; yoa feldom fiod a bifhop d)*! la 
poflcffioaof a fee in that country, they Lo^ 
Boc to coatinac there lot^t chcy have uQ 
time, if they had an ioclinatioa« to m^Vn 
thca(elTes acqnaiarcd with their dngf^ or tbclr 
people; fomejiercr go theie at all, and uxhtvs 
bat ooce, or ia« to take poflTcilion, to (en;c 
their rents, and receive their prcfcnts, il'cy yp 
in faag, and fo they go out, they kct|> ihcir 
own cotinfels their houfe^ are tumblirg doui:, 
and fo there is no pretence for reCdcncr) gh^ 
foccecds another, and tskcs thiogs as he hnJs 
them, ^btr et iJtm! the country lies iu a 
remote corner of the iHanJ* not much fre- 
quented or inquired after ; the gentry and peo* 
pie of Ciihion make no complaint, they enjoy* 
tbcir impropriations, and generally live in Lcm^ 
igM, and fpend their money there, or in other 
placet at a diftance, and do not regard how 
the li^gs are ferved, how the people ars 
ttoghty and how the cltrgj are (larved ; but I 
will reach the book, here it is, I reonrkcd* 
bme particular paflages, that made my heart 
Meed" and firft. doAor, for your btfffitalUy 
]m the bifliop's pakce at Si. Davids. 

£. I sever was at St. Davidt^ bnt I have 
bocn received tnth great bofpltality^ and drunfe 
j9tf.gudaU, a| the pabce of ifkrgxujiy* 

E 3 I> 
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D. To begin theai < St. Daviiky oncrft^ 

* celebrated feat of lear4a!Dg, and an mbm 
*matir. of the mufes, once the happy abode 
^as of our arehUflnps and hijhvps^ fo of onr. 

* mrchdiacmsy cannu and prebendmriis^ wha% 

* were, encouraged, and thought thamfelven. 

* obliged to maintain the honour of reiig^oii« 
^ to attend the fervice of thch- churchy to ie« 
' pair their fabric, and their houfes crgdkaUj^.. 

* to fpepd the red of thdr revenaes in b§p^ 
^ pitality and ehantyy in kindly welcoming'. 

* and entertaining pious vifitors and- ftrangers^. 
^and relieving the poor as liberally. Thefe 

* were the good Uudable praQices of the an- 

* cient times : but alas ! what an amazing 
*- change has now befallen us ; the college ol^* 
'-our Audcntsis long iince diflblved, m great 

^ part of our facred and moft andent M/i«s 
^d'^al is in rubbage, and of itkt Ufiiffs^ftn 
^iaciy there is. nothing to be feen . biit ^iili^ 

* ruinsy and almoft all the habitations of one- 
^''dignitaries demoHlhed, fo that they fa«ve in %■ 

* manner left us, and confequently bo^kditf. 
^ and charity J are gone away too» ud the 

* marks of for&ken poverty, and > deflation . 
^ feem to bverljpread the whole ncighlxNir- 
' hood s there remains (carce any^tbUg bcfide.- 

* poor JodgingSy for the chapter to keep, theivr 
« 4vi/V» for a wedc or a fortnight at Su Jiumfi . 

*tid€^ anjd. thca^w as^ to^lMd^for^.tlM. plei^ 



4md OkTHOvoxv fiak€it; 79 

* fitre of ledflg them no more till the next 
^ fiafoo comes again.' That is as much as co 
fay^ that they come once a year to receive 
their money, and the churcbr, and the palacct 
and the cathedral, and the fervice, hofpitality 
and cbarity may go ■ The poor con- 

tinue naked, miferable, and unrelieved, the 
revenue is carried away to Uujffi^ and other 
places^ none of it is fcattered upon the ground 
from whence it came, it is confumed in other 
diocefes among foreigners, commonly in a 
Jhvenfy ungintiil riotous way of living, or an 
aukward affiliation of greatneis; for few of 
thofe fort of clorgy die worth a fliillinR, but 
leave their families in the utmoft mifcry and 
diftrefs ; as they are generally vain, ignorant, 
and haughty, fo jthey arc cxpcnfive, prodigal, 
and vi^nefnl. They fwagger among the little 
curates, and the gaping clowns in the country, 
under the title of Mr. Dian^ Mr. Archdeacon ; 
with this diftindion they (Irut in a ///// page 
if they chance to write 2l filly pamphlet or print 
a- ^olen fermon^ but as for the funflions of 
their office, to vifit their jurifdiflions, and re- 
galate the diforderi of it ; Gallio cares for 
none of thefe things. And the cafe I am afraid 
is much the fame in all the other biflioprics 
of the principality. 
B. Go on, Itive you any more.^ I (hall 
\ over 700 1^ and by. 
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Z>« Truly I have much more than I coukL 
uifh. The fame pious regard obferved ta fup- 
Parting hofpitality in the palace of the bljh9pf. 
appears notorioufly in keeping up the boufes 
of the parochial clergy^ and providing them 
habitations Qomfoi table and proper for. their 
refidence and abode ; the cafe, in flxort» i( 
this. ' Did you but fee what very forry.and 

< mean cottages (If any} that are left for par^ 
*/6ttag€ and vicarage houfes I In mod parUhes^ 

* there are no provifions of any kind for that;' 

< ufe, no glebe, no ground^ to build upon; 

* but where there are any, they. are common* 

* ly fo. mean and inconveiuenty as that the 

* clergy, poor as they are, cannot think them 

* habitable for themfelvcs, and therefore are 
' obliged, to part with them to any one that 
' Mull pjeafe torcat them ; but very often, they, 

* fall to x\^ fixiorC^ lot, who . to get a forry 
« mamtenance ia. allowed the privilege of .foiling. 

* qU by the cburch-yard fide/ 

£. How can this be, when to my know- 
ledge there be fo many rocks and Jiones ia. 
|hat country ready at hand ? When the anb- 
diacons of the diocefe,.and the rural dtans^ 
who are officers, under them, are fokmnly 
appointed to vifit the houfes of the clergy, 
and to order the repairing of them, that, cfaey. 
may be kepjtia order, and not befufieredio 
XQQ to ruin. The bilbops have avtbority to. 

cflm|^. 
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compel the- imfnpriat§r to find a foiuble h»« 
bitation for bis curate^ as well as to provido 
bim a comfortable mainteoaace ; the anbdea^ 
CoH is alter icuius epi/c^pir^^s the Jean is the 
others be is one of the ijes of the bifhop, 
and bis juriQiAioii extends chiefly to tbefe 
affiiirs) i[ the.houfe of the mioifier be oov 
of repair, . the chnrchwardens are obliged to 
I^cfcnt it at the vifitation, and the archdeacon 
is boondto take cogniauiQce of it, and to pro* 
videagainftit. 

D. What figoifies where the power h 
lpdg$;d) if it be never executed? The arcU- 
d^acoQS do not rejide, though they are ob- 
liged to refidence by law; and the bifliops 
take.no care to compel them to it. IFatfon 
id his Compleat Incumbent (which I bought 
^en I was chunhwarden) fays exprefly, if 
ao arcbdeaion be wSfdlly abfent from his dig-^ 
nliy for xht fpace of a mor.th togerhei, or' 
for the fpace of two months^ to be accounted 
at feveral times in the fpace of one year, - 
and for fuch a time refides in any other place, 
he (hall for every fuch default, forfeit ten 
founds. What havock would the execution 
of this law make among, the IFe'Jh archdea- 
cons, and among, many of the Engijh ones 
too? What advantages would accrue to r<rli- 
giott) what fcandalous imputaticoi would be 
fikaced by iheconflani enforcing oi it ? it is 



their duty to vifit two yean in three, yibifi: 
they chance to come into th& diocefe at all^ik, 
they do not hokl their vijitatiom in any re- 
gular manneri fo that neither clergy nor peo* 
pie know when, or where, or how to api^r. 
An ^rcbdtacm may be one of the ^ci of iKe 
biQiop, yet that officer^ mnft have a ymf 
firong fight to fee from^Higbgati, into Car^ 
diganflnre^ And then to help the matter^v 
the bi(bop» who feldom nfidis at all, fome» 
times holds an arcbdeiKowj or two^ along^/ 
with his bilhopric, and fo deprives the church '> 
of that ufeful officer, when there are many*. 
valuable clergymen in the diocefe. (notwith* 
ftanding the poverty and diftrefs of moft of > 
them) who are well qualified to fill the place, 
and difcharge the duties of it. The. biAop - 
of Bangor (I think) isvarchdeacon of Btf«- 
gor and archdeacon of AngUfey \ the bifhop 
of &t. Jfiipb is archdeacon likewife of St*,. 
Jfaph\ what a monftrous thing is this ? What 
a flrange accumulation of preferments^ in their - 
own natures utterly ioconfiflent and untena-: 
ble, and of the mod fatal tendency to the 
difcipline and good order of the diocefe, the- 
clergy and people? If they appoint archdea- 
cons, they do not oblige them to rejide^ or 
hold their vifitations, as the law requires ; 
a;>d if they are archdeacons themfelves, it is 
impoffi blcL lhe7 ftioxili d^ iheir duty in thar 
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ffids when, a« they tre bUhops» they do not 
fife m their diocefe, ind coDreqnently canaot 
be abfent as bUhops, aod prcfeot as archdea- 
cons at the tunc time; and jet ff^at/on de- 
dares it fior hw, that though- a biihop per- 
haps be not tied to refidence, by the fiatute 
of the 2ift of //• VIII. yet he is thereto ob-> 
figed by iccUfiaftical law^ and may be com- 
pelled to keep refideoce hj -iccUfiaftical an^ 
Jkrum And if a bifliop hold in ammiftdam 
an arcbdiacomjy deanery, or like inferior dig- 
nity> parlbnage or vicarage, with his bifiiopric, 
be' is pnniihable by the fame flatute, if accord- 
ing to tlie fame, he be not refident upon fuch 
dignity, parfooage or vicarage> and that though 
be be conflaotly reftdent upon his bifhopric, 
he fliali not be excufed thereby. Bdt the 
difficulty is, how to pot thefe laws properly 
in execution. The btfhops difpenre with the 
refidence of their archdeacoQs, and it would 
be ftraoge they fliould infift upon it, when 
they make fo light a matter of difpeDfing with 
their own; but (as the poet fwcetly warbles) 
difendit numerus junS^aque umbQne phalanges* 

E. Is the man mad ? What a terrible thing 
would it be to fee a bi(hop excommunicated by 
hii metropolitan for non refidence ? 

D. I caoDot help that. And now I am 

upon this fubjeft, I muft take notice, that the 

biibopSi coofcious of their own negicft of re- 

E 6 fidiru€. 
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JUina^ are obliged as it were to difpeife widk^ 
the reftdcnti of tbofe parochial clergy, whofei 
livings are ftfpcient to afford them a haod« 
feme and comfortable suuntenance ; for thouglp 
many churches are ftript of their revenues uu 
a deplorable manner, yet fome of them (I bav» 
heard) do Aill enjoy their full ind§wm§nts^ an A' 
afford proTirioQ for the incumbents wherebjr 
they may live reputably upon the fpot, and* 
c^o good fervice to reli^on, and fupport their 
charader with credit and honour. Bat thefisf 
ibrt of clergy leave their flocks to wretched* 
miferable hirelings j and run out of the conn* 
try into a warmer furij and hunt after prefer-* 
ments generally in LonJdn ; therd they creep; 
into curacies^ and little tenures, (and theif 
modefly will fometimes raife tbem into a pal-' 
try popular chaplalnjhlp) where their broken 
and unintelligible Englijh^ and their fqueak-' 
ing JFelJh dialeft give great offence to all fe*- 
rious and devout chriftians, . and . adminifler 
rairih and mockery to giggling girls ^ni young 
fellTWSy who make their reading and preachings 
and even their common converfation, a matter 
of fport and ridicule.. 

E. What is that you fay, Sit ? Do not 
I fpcak as proper Englijh as any of you 
all, though I would not forget my We'Jh^ 
for all your linfey woolfey mungrtl gibbe-. 
ri/hP 



D.- YoQ, Sir, hive had the advintige of a* 
good edacadon ; your language is polilhed by 
lieepiogthe beftof^ company, yoo dine once- 
a-year with the doftor of the parifli, your 
accent is foftened by yonr frequent fpetidng kr 
public. I. have heard you -preach at St^AiH 
ibelin^a in a^moming, with the general ap^ 
plaufe of that elegant and dilHnguifliing aflem^i' 
My. ■ ■ You (hall now fee what regard 

is had hj thtk ffiritual governors to- the d^-' 
iviriy and conviniency of dtvine worfliip, hj 
taking a ihort furvey of the miferable and ruinous 
condition of the parochial churches in that coun- 
try. 'Some churches are totally negle6led,- 
^ and very rarely, if at all, have any fervico 
^-performed in them, and which, if they are 
*itKOt converted to barm And Jal^lcs, do only 

• ferve for the folitary habitations of owlsy 
^t^nd' jaciJauus. In forae places we have 

• thurches without chancels^ in others we have 
'but fome piece of a church, that is, one- 
^nd, or a /ale iJU^ and the defolate appear-^ 
' ance of moft of thofe that are yet ftand-i 
*ing, fpeak how difficult ihcy fubfift, and 

• how miferably ihcy are neglcftcd. In fomo 
' not only the bells are taken away, but the 
' /^t<;^j are demoliflied, and in many others, 
' there are fcarce any feats, except here and 
•there a few ill contrived and broken Jiools 
*JUid benches I their Utile wincfms Skve witb^ 
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^ovLtglafs md darioeiied vrith botrds^ nuktts; 
«^or lattices ; their- roofs- decaying^ • tottering^" 
« and leaky ^ their walls greeo, mouldy, and''^ 
^naiireoaSf and. very often witbont waflv* 
'-or plaifter;.and thmJlMrs ridged up witlr-^ 
^mfomi graviSf withont ai^ pavement,- an^'^ 

* only coirared Drith a* lev rajbi. Did' yoife 
'fee fo many parecbi^l churches and cba- 

* pels of the bifliops palaces, and of almolt ' 
«• all the parfonage honfes- in the diocefe; it * 

* might well tempt you to think, that we^ 
« had lain in the road of the Turks and &- 
< raansj in • fome of their wild excnrfions, 
<or that we had but very lately pafled the 

* diligence and reformation of an OUvmmi ■ 

* army.* Such are the blefled efieAs of the 
due adminijlraiion of got^ iifdpUm . in thac* 
country ! fuch ■ ' 

£• What is . the man^ talkifig'ofi I do not ' 
fay our churches in WaUs^ are as fine as 
yours in London \ and adorned with piUurii 
and paintings^ and God knows what i it is- 
not the walls^ or the bills ^ or the pews^ that • 
make a church. Do' not you read, that Mkfts 
made the alur of burntroffering of earths zxA^ 
rough unhewn fon^ ? Our churches are built - 
of the very fame ; there is a great deal<kfpUn*^ 
nejs and JimfUcity in them, nothing to draw 
the eyes of the congregation hM'/t^ii^iiU^ ^ 
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I» Yam^mtHtfitti 708 HmH am foe wbu 
/g/^ fan tt^ tier gf aiie appoiaied ia thcfe 
Jbmfb timnhgi^ wtjvat all theou Yoo gum 
iJBiiiMihit: jBHig oet'of the. ooaauyy and 
ih tf bro-il' wmj be a cariofity to faetr the 
iiknpeM<t- a Jnyk anu. < In fixae 
«^pltfOCi-4be dn^iafameU totally diTofed. 
Mhera-afe ocfaci: fino^. tfaat may^be. £ud ta 
'b»biit half: idrvedf thcie beii^ feraral : 
^chnidiei where we aie bat rarely^ if at 
^ aU» t» SMet widi pnacUmg^ taiecbifitig^ or 
•admiaiftring the b§ly communion. lo otherst 
^ the lervioe o£- the prayers is bnt^drc^rcadg 

* and that, perhaps^ but oace a m^ntb^ or - 
^tMice in a qmartir of a year ; dot is it indeed 

* leaibnaUe to eapeft, that they (hould be 
« better fenred, while the ftipeods allowed for 
^-the fervice -of them, are fo fmall, that a 
' poor coraie- mnft- fbmetimes fubmib to ferve 
' ttn9A or y#an churches for. ^ Un or twilvt 
< ponndaa year^ and that^ pefhaps, when they 
?are almoft as nuny miles^^ diftant from each ' 
Mother. And'^whenJt is ^bus with them,. 
Hrith what^ order, or regularity are they ca* 
*|iabla of doiog^- that fenriee ? And having 
*^ little time, and fo maoy places to attend 
*iipoQ, how- precipitately, and if as out of 

* iHcath, are they obliged to read the prayers^ 
^ortolhorten-and abridge them I And what 

tbqr» OS their congregation tor 

6 
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•xompofe themfeWet for thdr defocioD» wUIe 

* thus forced to a kind of perpetual motioo^ 

* and like hafly itineraDts, to hurry from 

* place to place? There is no time fixed to 

< go to chnrch-, fa it be on Stmdaji . fotbat 

* the poor man muft begin at any time with 
c as many as- are at hand, fooner or latert >• 

* he can perform' his nund* He then ab^ 
' ruptly huddles over as many prayers as may 

< be in half an hour's time, and then returns 
^again to hit road ikfting, till he has dif-* 
^patched' hie circuit, and that wearinefs or 
f daricnefs obliges him to reft, or perhaps^ 
^ for want of a little neceflary refreOiment ae 

* home, to go whiere he ought not, where 

* it is odds, but he will meet with many 

< of hts congregation \ who, when their (hort 
^ fervice is oter, are toor apt to thiniL them* 
'felvesat liberty to fpend the remaining part 

* of the day at an althoufe^ or at Tome paOime 
'or divcrfion, as they are difpofed. Wliat 
^'khf^itality to ne}ghl>ours, or to ftrangers^ .or 
^-charity to the poor, can they afford to give,- 
*'who are themfelves fo very indigent as^to 
*^ be mod in the need of charity ? Hov^conform- 
^ able to the canons in their drefi and ha-* 
' bits, (uch as are required, and becoming. o( 
••their orders, viz. in their gouns and cajfeci 
^are they capable of appearing when their* 
^mean £daiies will fcarce afford them fifit^ 

«and 
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* mdjt^ckitigtf* It feoDs, tbqr Iherotty obey 
Ac evangelical precept : tbey provide nathrr 
gM nor JUveft oor firip for thtir journey, 
neither turn coats^ neither Jhoes ; alas ! fhcy 
have fcarce cloaths to cover their naktdnrfi ; 
whence comes the common proverb, Jli rag^ 
gid as a Wellh curate. Would nor any 
man of fenfe, and common piety flaod amazed^ 
how fuch wretchea could ever get into os- 
iers f How a UJh9p could devote fuch igno-. 
rant poor creatures to miniiler in holy thingi ? 
What a fort of examinatien muft pafs upon 
them before they are ordained ? A Ufl,9p it 
oommanded to \zj htuii fyddeniy en no man^ 
without a ftriA inquiry into his life and abi- 
lities ; but furely he cculd not upon the leaft 
iilihrathn lay hnnds upon fuch itiRsrant t/j- 
gab^nd bireliogs as thcfe. But fo it is> and 
with a good^confcTcnce no doubt — — And 
now, as this worthy writer obferves, * What 
^ chtiftian knowledge, what fenfe of piety, 

* what value for religion are we reafonably^ 
< to hope for in a country thus abandoned,. 

* when perfons are ordained that are con- 
*-temptible in themfelves, when any little 
^ a-t'C darian fchool-majlery a gentleman's but- 

* ler^ a moMtUehanij or what not, (hall be fo. 
^cheaply admitted to commence clerks^ on the 
' prevailing, merit only, perhaps, of fome po- 
^-te&t' in^opridtmr'^ recommendation, who« 

* ma.'^v. 
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< may be follichons for a chap chaplain or to 
' pack off an ufiUfs ftrvant. 

What is the meaning of that fdmn chargh. 
given by the hijh9p to the archdeacon^ when 
he prefents a perfon to be ordained^ either. 
deacon or ^r/{/?i f 

The bUhop. 

7i*/ A#/rf that the perfon whom you prefmt^ 
unto us he apt and meet for his learnings 
and godly converfation, to exercife bis mi- 
niftry duly to the honour of Cod, andth^- 
edification of his church. 

The archdeacon {hali anfwen ■ 

J. have enquired of him and alfo ixamineJl 
him and think him fo to be^ 

What is the intention oF the anfwer given 
by the UJhop ele^ to the archbijhop^ when he 
is confecrated ? 

Will you be faithful in ordaining, fending^t^ 
or laying hands upon others ? 

Anfwer. 
ISwUldofo by the help of God::. 
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How does he do fi when he et Jains fack 
fellows who are fcaadalbufly illiterate, and are 
iacapable ia any fenfe to do, bmcur to God, 
or to eJi/y bis churchr ? 

When I refleft upon the(e thiogs, I am ot« 
terly coofoanded, they caa never be recon- 
<iled> I Iball fay no more^ than that all 
thefe miieries, all thefe prophanations and 
fcandals, it is in, the power of the bijbop and 
his officers, in a great- meafare to remedy and 
ftipprefs ; there are laws to fupport them in 
the OLecntion of their duty, the confeqQencet-. 
mnfl: therefore lie at their own doors^ 

£. Between you and I,' Mr. Ddfin^ I ant. 
afraid this is too true; but I beg of you foe 
the love of. God, and out of refpeft to the 
cloth^ that you would not fay fo much abroad % . 
O tell it not in Gatb ! 

1>. I am come now to that abfurd and 
iadefenfible pradkeof holy men (as yon call 
them) who accept of bifhoprics mWnksr when 
they are utterly, and in any fenfe incapable 
of doing their duty, becaufe they do not 
under/land the language of the people they are 
to inftruft; how can they (as^ the office of 
confecration'enjoin$)/ir^i the flock over which - 
the Holy Ghojl had made them overfeers, 
and for which CAr^ died, how can the flieep - 
know the (hepherd's voices when they do not 
know, the mf^aiag of one fy^'UhU \a. iv\%\ ^ 
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With what reverence and complacency nmil 
ihcy receive his hemdiSfion^ when he blejfis 
them in an unknown tongue f To fee a bilhop 
lay his hand upon a perfon's head, and muc« 
ler a few words over him not to bo undit'- 
Jhody looks more like a charm than a hUJpngi 
In the office of confearation^ God Almight| 
h addrefled to endue the biOiop eli^ with 
his Hcly Spiritf that he preaching the word 
may not only be earned to reprove^ bofacbi. 
and rebuke with alt patience and do^rino^ but 
aifo may be to fuch as believe, a wbolefomo 
example in word<and< r^m;/r/2r//W| &c But 
what a fcene is this, when he is appointed 
over the fouls of people, to whom he can** 
not fpeak a word- to be urtderJio§d^ and' is xxi* 
terly incapable to reprove^ hejcechi or robubet 
or to hold any manner- of convirfatian^ witb 
ibem ? What is the meaniog of* this filemn 
, qoeftion and anfwer, much too (biema to boi 
ofedonly iotform f 

The ardibi(ho|v 

jyiltyouiriJlruSf the peopU eommitteJJo your 
charge (which (hews a blfliopric is a care 
of fouls) and call upon God for the true 
underjlandlng cf the fcriptura^ fo asyomup 
bi able by them to preach and exbcrt with 
wbelefome doSIrinCf and te with/land amb 
mnfflnce thegainfayers f 

AftTwert. 



gmd Orthodoxy Jhdken. ^g 

Aiifwen 
/ Will Afi h *^^ ^dp tfGod. 

flow can he teach and preachy and «r* 
i§rt with wholefome doArine, and infirnft 
the peopICf withftand and convince the gain* 
SijCTt in hit dioce(e, when the people per* 
-haps, never once faw ^he face of hin)> or If 
ih^ had, he may as well talk to them in 
ArcbU^ and be as wdi underftood ? For God*s 
Uitj Imyc QOt biftiQps fink to be faved ? Is 
religion a. thing real^ x>r .is it pr left craft and 
JMggHng^ and a trade to live, by ? Is this offa 
DO piore than playing of a farce^ or aAing 
of a ^0/// It God the fure avengtr of breaches 
•fX.promife andtruftf made and publilhed in 
bii own' moft iacred name? What can the 
jpeople think, or what refpeA can they en- 
tertain of their payors, when ■■ ■ But this 
boneft writer reprefents the cafe in a much 
Ibetter light; though he fpeaks with great 
warineft and caution (for the fubjeA it feemt 
is exceeding tcudtir) yet he fays enough to 
ezpofe and explode fo upjunifiable a cuAop, 
Co oppofite to common fenfe, and which can 
admit of no glofsi)r ihadow of rei^ioa tg>.iiP^ 

cooimcnd it. 



^4 ^*^ Pillars tf PkiESTCftAPT 
E. I wi(h you bad done \dthr your hnl \ for 

my time is ahnoft come, I expeft the ckrk 

every moment. 
D. < The difpofiog of Wiljb prefermeirts 

< to fuch as are wholly ignorant of the Ian- 
*guage, has contributed not a little to the 

< dicay and difiiathn of our rdigion. The 
■* benefits of the <hurcb flipuld be accepted 

« for no other end, Iwt of being ujifid atfd 

^ddng the fervice df the dmrtb^ whoTe 

'^^ br§ad they eat ; - it teing juft and -equitobfe 

«ihat they fliouid be qualified for tlw Hay 

< "where they reoeive the frofii\ and 4t cut- 
■ not be fappofed that they are fo, till they 

'^ make themfekes inuUigitle to the flocks 

* they are to guide and 9verfee. ^ For -as* St. 

* Paul obferves, whin the voice if him tbm 
*fpiakith Unoiunderflood^'tben bliAie 4hm 
"^ Jpfaks^ and bi -tbat is ffokin to, an tnutU' 

* iy//)r' barbarians '*i# edtb otbir\ 'abd a greater 
^ yet infinitely than St. Paul hath told us, 

^ that it ought to go into the charafier df 
"* z good Jhipberd, that the (beep fliould know 
^ his- voitti which plainly * enough figniBes, 

* that no one can be faid to be an ufcM 

* and good fajlor ^hofe fiaeb or V9ici is 
^ umntilligibli to his people. The reafonof 

^ the thing is fo clear and unanfwerkble, & - 

< that it is in trUih amazing, that' amUtiin 
^itrelf, with all its fubtle inveoftions, fhodd 
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^ think to find out argsmenti to joftlfj the 

* contrary; for of what cfe can any one bs 
^ (let his Uamini in othsr refpecU be ertr 

^.fo great) to inftrua^ and //i^fifr thofe whom 
^he cannot fpeak ioi And therefore what 

* benefit are the people to ezptft as to 
^^ knowledge, or information from the xnini- 
^ Ary of fuch, who can cdther preeeb cor 

* praj^ fo as to be nndirfl99i by them ? WIH 
■* after-ages believei that there (hoold arife 

* among the learned, and the knowing thofe 

< who (honld not doobt of their fofidency 

* for^ or of their fatthfulneis in, the difcharge 
MA this moft filtmn trujf^ withont either 
-* under/landing the language, or ever faing 

-'* tbi fs€i$ of thofe they are fpiritnally to 
*feii and •verfat While things continue 
^ thus, with what kind of decency can we 

* declaim againft the pfipijh praSice of Uach^ 
*^ttg men, it is neither necellary they (honid 
^ naixht fcriptures, nor under/land the prayers^ 

< when what amounts to fo much the fame 
^ thing* and is fo Uke it, is prafiifed and 
« allowed among ourfelves, by afligniog ^#- 
^Jlert that are unintelligibU to their congre- 

* gttion ?' 

.E. On my word, your author fpeaks good 

*ienfe, his obfervations are juft \ and wliatever 

iias been the praAice of late in filling the 

^f^ bifliPfriGS with pallors that zx^Jlrangirs 

to 
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to the language, yet that the cafe was other- 
wife formerly, appears by an aft paflTed in the 
reign of CharUs II. which enjoins, that the 
biibops of Hereford^ St. Davids^ ^foph^ Ban^ 
gor^ and Landaff^ and their fucceffors^ (hall 
lake Tuch order among themfelves, for the Toul's 
health of the flock commited to their charge, 
that the liturgy of the church of England^ "be 
truly and exa^ify tranflated into the Briti/b or 
JVilJb tongue, an^ the Tanie fo tranflated, And 
by them, or any three of them at leaft, viiw 
ed^ptrufedj and allffwedyhe imprinted, and the 
li^hoie divine. fervice be ufed, and faid by tlie • 
mioifters an'd curates throughout all Wales^ 
in the Brltijb or JVelJh tongue ; and therefore 
it is that If a -clerk be prefented to a church 
in IVaks^ who docs not undtrftand the laa- 
guage, the ordinary may lawfully nfufe him^ 
becaufe he is incapable of the cure. 

Z). It is certain by the a5f you menrion, 
that MJh§p5 were in thofe days appointed to 
the Weljh fees, who perfeftly undirfiood the 
language *, for to what purpofe were they 
ordered to view afid perufe the tranflation of 
the liturgy^ if they were not able to under^ 
J{and\l\ ThAv fuccejirsj by this adl, ait 
Ukewife fuppofed to be capable from time to 
time to viewy and perufe, and fee the liturgf 
imprinted in fFeJb'; and how fufficient the 
iprefent ftt are to difchargc, or attend ftich 
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-abufiaefs may be cafily orJectarH, *h*ri I 

believe not one ef them can read r»r ca-itr- 

(land one feDtence In the '^hole book. I 

fiad there is a dcfi;5n at prefic? to p/v;;fh a 

large impreffion of ff^'iljo biblci i-r.itr •!•,- 

dirtBion of iht hijiapi of the pr;ndp4;>yi 'trr* 

derly exprefled ! I (hoald be glad to kr^^rv 

which of them pirt^fts the fl-.ccts, or oorrt/C^i 

the prefs ? How (hocking h i! 'o cor/;-l/;r '/.tt 

the bible, on which the falva-'r.:; of f^ ir^ar-y 

thonfands dej>ends, (hou!d be !'.ft ;> ^-.^ s;erc7 

oFa hackney tranflator, to ii% *f, omlr^ cf 

alter what doctrines he plsaf^;? V/r.^f ha7oc 

may be made with the sr 'iilc o? 'l-.c Trinity 

'atthbrate? And trcn, '*;?h rc:;5r'i 'o 'h-i 

power they have bybw to rtfr^i^: a citr*'^ *.!.'> 

docs not undeijiard the /f//)^ f-'juc, ar.l •*> 

keep him out of the drxLch^ zui fo {if.s:". -.y 

that means, that the t\i\r.z {iniO: v-zj h*: 

P^formed in the Iangua,;jc of tr.c coj.i'.y, •I.'TJ 

8rc fofer fromexercifing ihi; aj-ho?!*v. aI.c.*- 

in religion and the good of fou!? arc fo r.-^ariy 

concerned, that Ihcy frequently prefent to lir- 

ings in their own gift, and adm:*: oy the pre- 

featation of ethers, fuch cUri; t.\ z;- Lnii-jh- 

. mntf and fometimes Ttf-'gir. of other tsj/?:- 

/f/Vx, who cannot fpealc on: fjlLhU^ a-d 

ooderftand as little of the language as them- 

felves. 

V O L. !• F £. 
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£. What think yon of Dr. Trrvtr, the bi- 
fhop of St, Davids ? There are many families 
of the Tnvors ia IVoUu 

D* That may be ; but let me go on with 
my book, I have a!moft done. * The emi- 

< nently (nous bUhop BEDEL, when he va» 

< promoted to an Irijh fee, thought himfelf ob- 

* liged to Uarn that laogusge, to which he 
' fo applied himlelf, as to be fo great « 

* mafter of it» and fuch a critic, as to corred a 
^ tranflation which he ordered to be made of 
' the $ld ujlamtnt into Irijh^ in order to 
' be jcnned with the mut and the czmmon-- 

* prayer^ which were done before. Having 

* given this example in his own perfon, he 

* with the more authority could require his 
^ cl^r^y'i as he accordingly did, to conform 

< themfelves unto it ; he therefore plainly told 

* them, that fuch only he would encourage and. 

* prefer there, who could officiate and preach ia 
^ the Irijb longuagi^ which was, he (aid, a qna^ 

* lification abfolutely necejfary in every minifler 
^ that had the care of an IriJ) congregation. 

^ k was i\pon the fame view, that is, of 

* being as ufeful as pofEble to his diocefiv 
« that the late moft learned and piom bifhop 
« Llojdof Worctfier^ on iiis promotion to tte 
^ bKhopric of St. yffaph^ thought jt. his dut^ 
« alfo to learn the language of the country^ 
^ £0 Uh ^t leaft, as to be able to read it, to 
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* 0dmmfttr the facrameots, to cwfirm them, 
^ and la cfficiate pablicly among tfacai in thdr 

* #icw /^cr/ ; which was a means, oot onljr 

*to render him more icrviccablc, bat cif ,)^ 
^ mightily endearidg him to his people, who 
^•coald not be infenfible of the goodnefs, and 

* fingnlar condefccnfion he exprefTed, by be- 
^ ing at the pains of learning their laqgnage, 

* for no other end, but to (hew his carneft 

* defires of doing them more gocd. Again, it 

* was upon the fame principle, (as I am in- 

* formed) that Dr. Bradford^ the worthy and 

* 4carned biftiop of CarliJIe^ though there were 

* many motives to induce him to it, did yet 
-* decline of accepting a bifliopric in IVales^ 

* becaufe he was a Jiranger to the language ; 
^ and that he therefore confcientioufly feared 

* he fliould not be able to be fo ufeful to his 

* diocefe, nor fo capable of edify'.ng and /»- 
^ Jlruding ihem, as he thought himfelf obliged 

* to be/ What think you of fuch men as ihefe ? 

E. Thofe were brave men indeed ; but I 
admire, Mr. Dcbforiy why gentlemen of Eng'^ 
land will give themfelves the trouble of learn- 
ing a ftrange language, and clambring with their 
portmanteau s and clcak bags into the cold hilly 
-country of JFales for bijfjoprics^ when there are 
fo many of the natives^ who are ufed to the 
roughnefs of the roads, and the fharpnefs of the 
•air, that arc fufficiently qualified b^ undec- 
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flandiQg the ff^e^/b toDgue, to execute that Te* 
nerable office ; for my cwn part, I can only an- 
fwer for myfelf ; I (hall be always ready upon 
the leaft notice, when God and my king (hall 
pleafe to call me to that laborious and impor- 
unt truft ; and I may fay without vawt y * ■ ■ 
but, I fee one of the bearers coming; they (lay 
for me in the church yard\ I muft take my leave* 
JD. Remember the pig to-morcow. 



JV'N 
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Uiurcr£'v of Oxfo-^S^ 

IttJ: i* rz cf zbi I^l:u>'-' .. uhu . •■. . ...... 

thai L iTOTTarr in- :iit Lf^ I^Ir. ['.jfp!. £f^»: , 
OQ tbc 2ii: a Ls^nTi:^^- . : - ::9. 
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My tdtUMZivK m^ ht%t lesr r::f»:£, 

S§ thef bekrvf, Dtian'-. r-..- . ■ ^.-; :-«/, 

Tbt prief emzKi.^. o*::: ;r. n*.-.'* ii-gar., 

Aidtbau the C(.'^'.-a^ •: ss :£>.• msr.. Dk rr. 

^odunsis more danccrcj , n ?:h.r.f nirre dreu:l:Li' ihan f.T 
men to aflunie to ihemfth-cs a power wlurlj :uv.\tv ii.i 
den*cd them ; foch men may indirtd pL*;ribi\ c1l-i.i-ii c ilic 
worJd under a .al-'e chara&cr, bu: God vi 111 not hr kkk Nc-d. 
th- All-'^r.fe wUnct be over-reachrd by Vm craftv prc- 
fiimptions of teiptcd ftc^ards : nor will ilir mon^uh of 
facaven be impofed upon by The 'reiendcd czwdcniials oi 
iilfe embafladors. Mr. Bx t t y 's Se:iKen. 
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ADDRESS 

TO THE 

Univerfity of Oxford. 

G £ N T L E M £ N) 

I Believe yon will agree with mc, that ic 
is very juft and reafonable, to expe£l 
fomeihing uncommon^ in a fcrmon preach- 
ed before the Vniverftty cf Oxford \ the pcr- 
fons who are appointed to entertain fuch a 
learned ar.dience, being fuppofcd to be every 
way qualified for fuch an honourable employ. 
This expeftation of mine naturally led me to 
purchafeand perufe a fermon lately publilhed, 
which recommended iifeif by being preached 
before that Univerfity. I was pleafcd with 
the hopes of being agreeably entertained and 
ioftrufted by an addrefs to fo learned and 
polite an audience ; but how far, and for 
what reafons, I was difappointed, wilj appear 
by the fecjoeL 

F 4 \ 
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Tchufc, GeDiIcmciT, to addrefs myfelf on 
this ocd^fion to yoo, xvho are undoubtedly 
the moft competent judges of an affair of this 
mture; andbecaufel appFehend it is in fene 
rocafure incumbent upon the Unlverjity^ to take 
care that no difcourfes fhould.be preached before 
them^Tit leaft net ^uhliJhidAo the worlds which ^ 
lire dfficuntinpmt.ofjuji raijoning^r charity.- 

That the difcourfe above- mentioned' is re- 
markably deficient in both inflanccs, through- 
out almoft every paragraph, ia what, in my* 
opinion, appears not difficult to prove, to the 
fdtisfaftion and conviftibn of any, but thpfe 
who have the happinefs of the fame profound 
learning and intelleSif as Mr, Betty : and all 
fach I freely- kave to that venerable Perfin^ 
uid baik an undeniable rights and undoutted 
eiuiborliy^ tO: inftruSi.^ reprcvi and eS:hert^ diteU 
e^nd g4ver^ them. 

In the firfl place, Geirtlcmen, F think yoor 
orator fomewhat unhappy in the choice of- 
his text ; which, I fuppofe, he wouM infinu- 
ate as a- divine proof out of the holy writings 
of the mahn pofition in his fermon, viz. the 
divine injlltuicn of the minijlry : whereas there 
is not the. leaft foundation in the words them- 
fcly« for aiiy fuch fancy, they being appli- 
cable-. 



cable to the apofile St. Pat/1 himfeif, and do 
one individaal perfoa befides. lo the begia- 
DiDg of his epiftle he tells the Galaiiatis^ that 
lie was an apoJlU^ not of men^ mtther by /wa; 
but by Jtfus Chrijl, and God tbi Fatbir% 
Which is very little difiefedt from his ofual man- 
ner of expreffioD, as is evident M we review 
the beginning of any of his epiftles, for in 
them he calls faimferf, an opoftU by tbe will 
^Gody an' expreflion which is very ealy and 
obvions, and which none who are acquaint- 
ed with^ bi!s hidory could poffibly miftake: 
the reafon why the apoflle varies* from his 
aiore general form of expreflion, in the begin- 
ning of- bia- other epiflles, none need be a 
Aranger to, who will give hlmfelf the 
trouble of reading the whole chapter. 

Bdt what reference hath this to the infli« 
tntion of a miniftry ftventeen centuries after ? 
what connection hath the appointment of St. 
Paul to the apofthjhip^ which certainly wasT 
By the will of God, and that revealed in a, 
particnlar and miraculous manner, with the 
injiituiion of Mr. Jofeph Betty U ibe mini^ 
fry? or how doth it follow, that becaufe the 
former was by diviqe appointment, that this* 
is equally true concerning the latter ? I fear 

if Mr. B had not taken orders tilt he 

had the divine appointment intimated in the 
F 5 "^wfe 
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words of his text, tbe world muft have bees 
for ever (Jtprlv^ of bis inJIruClhns^ refnop and 

But if it was. not our preacher's intention 
to make this ufe of his text, yet as be hath 
feparated it from the words preceding and 
following, it was very likely to be uodeEllood 
in fuch a ienfe, agreeable to the tenor of his 
whole difcourfe. He ought in juftice there- 
fore, to have expref.y guarded his audience 
againft underdandrng the words in that fenfe, 
which his choice of them would naturally lead 
them to. 

■ After our author hath given us a fpecimeo 
of his profound judgmtnt^ in the choice of a 
text which hath no relation at all to the 
difcourfe which is fuppofed to be founded on 
it; for with equal reafon, and the fame 
propriety^ he might have chofe the firff verfe 
of the firfl chapter of Genefii ; I fuppofe he 
bad a mind to furpriae bis audience'^wtth fome« 
what bright And umammon. I am indeed an 
entire firanger to the peffon and charaAer of 
our preacher, but upon reading his firji pa^ 
ragraph, I prcfenily imagined, that when he 
was preparing this great and wonderful per- 
fjocmance) he was fboiewhat diffident of hin^ 

&lf 
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U£ and bis abilities, for which reafoD, left 
ifaQ attdiCBce (houid immediately feiile Ihem- 
felves to fleep, he took extraordinary care, 
and aocommon pains about it: certainly the 
Wooderotts difcoveries in this firft paragraph, 
iraft be the produA of great ftudy nnJ m.i- 
lure deliberation ; there are fome very deep 
aad hidden things, which a genius Icfs rif,.!- 
cxons and profound than Mr. B ■ ■ — y's 
could hardly difcover. He tells ui, that 
*' though the lovelinefs and beauty of rclipjon 
•* are motives ftrong enonp,h to engage the 
** efieem and admiration of the world ; thonpji 
*' religion iifelf be highly agreeable to :ill the 
** laws of reafon ; though it be nccdl'-irily al- 
•* lowed to be the ornament and perfcvftion of 
'* our nature, yet were its difpcnfcis cniiicly 
*' unauthorized, had their precepts received 
»* no fandiion, nor they thcnifclvcs any com- 
*^miiIion; were there indeed no divine po- 
'^iitive inftitution, all the plaufiblc argu- 
•* ments, all the powerful obligations, which 
" are generally pleaded in its behalf, would 
•^ then be very precarious and uncertain j'* 
f. e, in other words, that all our obligations 
to virtue and religion, which are founded upon 
its intrinfick beauty and lovelineis, upon its 
conformity to the eternal nature and rc.ifun . 
of things, and moreover upon its Uing the 
V 6 c». 
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vsprefi will * of the Deity^ who as the &«•- 
ihor oftour briags, hath aa nodoubted right 
to our obedience^ yet that all thefe fowerful 
^ligatianSf would-* be wrjf precarious and un* 
tirtahf except the d'tfpenfirs of thefe truthi^ 
had ban authorized or< received a commijpon 
to tell us, that we are obliged to a life of wV- 
tue and religion. Straogeiodeed ! that the r/r- 
tainty of our obllgatioD' to virtue and religi()Q 
ihould> depend upon a perfoa's being authoriit^ 
ed or .not authorize to tell us on r duty*: this ■ 
IS bad reafoaing, but worfe divinity^ and* yet - 
no iefs a. perfen than a wafer of arts f and 2in \ 
nniverjity orator j, out of his abundant zeal for i 
he knoweth not what, hath been pledfed to- 
aflure the world, that all' th^ir obligations to - 
rtligion, and the necef&ty of thdr obedience 
to iho precepts of chriftianiiy, which ^rife from 
the mpralfitnefs of the duties and virtues which 
it recommends, and the relation which we bear : 
tp a Deityv to cur fellow creatures^ and to ouT'^ 
fclyeSi yAkii depend upoa. iht .nature and rea^ 

fin 

•I add ihi3> fc^caa/e if bar • author hath any 
meaning to this expreflion, had their p ecepts receipt d ' 
r^ofanftioHy he mud, J think, mean, had not the 
preceptfr which the deroy deliver to the people 
(which by the way arc improperly called theirs, 
becaufe. if they deiiver ncne.but what are agree- 
able to the- will of'Chiift, and the rule of the Qo{' 
]^fil, they are the precepts of Chrift, and not ihtirO .• 
xc(eived ihefanflion of (divide .nuthoxity. 
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fi/k of ibiDgt which is eternalfy unaltirable^ 
neither to be changed or deftrtjid by the caprUi 
tfmcn^ nor by the arbitrary will of the Ditty 
bimfelf: yet I fay that the certainty of thefe 
divine principles, and the neceffity of our con- 
formity. to them, depends- upon an* appoint* 
ment and defignation of fome whimfical amd 
diimerical powers^ in the hands of a particular 
fctofmen. Whether by- fuch a conduft, and 
Jitcb principles, oar preacher hath recommended 
the chriflian religion, and the conflitucion of 
car. church in particular, which in their im- 
tnri and tendency they are inconjiftent ytiih ^ and 
dlreAly contrary to, I leave, to the impartial 
world to determiiie. 

What he immediately adds, is not indeed 
a confirmation of what he hath faid, a thing 
that is falfe, being for that reafon, incapable 
of a confirmation ; but our author points out 
his meaning, in yet ftconger terms, by add- 
ing '* a voluntary choice might indeed re- 
••^ commend, or a difcretionary power would 
•* perhaps naturally enforce its doftrines ; but 
^'-an abfolute neceffity of actual obedience 
»* would be entirely cancelled.'* A voluntary 
choice rccommen^llngy and a difcretionary p.wcr 
naturally enforcing^ are- certainly flowers of 
uoiverfity-rhetorick ; perhaps indeed peculiar 
!• the fellows of Exon college, I fopf ofe our 

author 
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author means, that if there were no Jifp^fi 
authorized to ioftruA us in our holy religi 
yet that fome perfoQs would ehufe to be 
tuous, and others from prudential coQfid< 
tions would conform to its precept? and d 
trines; but yer that upon the above-mentio 
fappo(ition, an abfolute neceffity of aflual c 
dicncc wdtild be entirely cancelled. Wh 
not only cancelled, but entirely cancelled \ 
the former paragraph he ooly told us, that 
cept d>Jpenfers were authorized^ all the pou 
ful obligation to religion would be precar 
and uncertain : but upon fecond thought! 
imagine that appeared toa favourable ; whe 
fore he now adds, that the necelHty of our o 
dience would be eatirely cancelled* 

And by way of illuftration, our orator t 
w^ «* Thar the haifti and more fevere j 
■* cepts of chriftianity would eafily find 
^ good a friend in our corrupted natures tc 
•* rightly obferved and embraced." In 
opinion, the words ihemfclves carry their o 
reafon along with them ; the barjb and n 
fevere preceptd of religion, for that very r 
fon, and becaufe our natures are corruptedy^ 
not rightly embraced and cbferved by us; \ 
then this doth by na means follow, wh 
our preacher intimates to us, from the w 
^f authorised and cmnmi£ioned dij^enjersy 
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the foppoCtioD, of focb authorized difpenfers 
would be of no fervice to us in the prefent 
cafe; for without all doabt, thefe barjb and 
/even precepts woold find the fame good friend 
la oor nmepied natures^ whether we had a 
dlfine!; commii&oned minilVry or not : nei- 
ther win the odd and fandful obfervation which 
is unmediateTy fobjoined clear up this matter 
at all. 

And though Mr. B. doth ccnceivij (won* 
drous- modeft !) that the truth of the above 
aflTertions are too plainly evident to be denied; 
jet for fear others fiiould not conceive in the 
manner that he doth, he is pjeafed to quicken 
and promote their conception with a familiar 
obfervation,. *' That the moft proper advices^ 
*< the moll prudent counfels, the moft ufe- 
*< ful admonitions, unlefs given by a perfon 
<' who has a warrantable right of admoniih- 
<< ing, and an uncontefted power of ioftru£t- 
<^ jDg, are commonly looked upon as unfea- 
^^ fonable, trifling, and impertinent.*' From 
hence our preacher would infer, that except 
the clergy had a warrantable right of admo- 
nilhiog, and an iKicontened power of inftrufl* 
log, their preaching would be looked upon as 
unfcafooabk^.trlAing, and impertinent. 

3 And 
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And really, if I may fpeak my own: 
nioa of this matter, I do not apprehend 
the cafe differs much at prefent ; for the 
they are allowed to have a warrantable ri 
and an uncontefted power of innrudiog, 
I fear their difcourfes are generally eAeei 
and if managed in the fdme manner as. 
preacher's^ very defervedly, unfeafnmUi'^ 
fiing^ and impel tinenti 

Hilt bbcaufe Mr. B. conceives that thfs 
fervation confirms the truth of his aflertionf 
may not be improper to enquire into its 
ture and pertinence. 

It is certainly a very juft remark, that w 
a perfon unajkid interferes in the comi 
aflSirs of life, we generally think' )hJnr 
pertinent, and his advice unJeafonahU ; but t 
this will not, as I apprehend, be of any 
vice to Mr. £'s caufe ; for if we aflc or 
fire the advice, I think then we very feld 
{I am ftfre we ought, never) efieem it 
feafinabh or impertinent\ nay, I doubt not, 
fueTi a. requeft would be looked upon by 
perfon, as a better warrant and power, i 
any commiffion or warrant which" another i 
ward to give his advice fhould pretend to fi 
heaven : but our preacher's obfervation u 
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be ihlargcdj 10 order to do him acy fervice, 
for as it now (l<iDds it zTS'Mtri r.o end; he 
muft obfenre farther^ that the advices a:.4 
couafds. of a perfon, ^vho hath a vcr'Of.H'k 
Tight tf. admcn'ijl^ »/, are 'ir*d for \\r^i rc>- 
fon, I meaOy becaufe he ha:h Cich rlghr^ wcU 
received, are eftccincd f^a/in^be ardfirtUini ; 
and in the cafe before as, that thi; Wirr2:> 
able right cannot be as well ;^]vc:< by t .^ 
people who are to be inriructed, a; by rli^lae 
appointmenty /. e, he mufr r^biirv*, tl.st ''.f 
two perfons, ihe one of whic!. ha.h hl« pwart 
from the people^ who are ?o h^, I.-»;':ru'?cd, wlr^o 
amhorize and pay him f.r fo '*^^-'g', k:A rj 
the other, who preundi a d.v.n c:7r.mjjpin xo 
teach: I fay, he mull c>lfcr7:» t .^t tr.e /«- 
JtruRhm of the f7rm:r are T.ckor.-id irn/^fl- 
ftn^Ui and impirtirunty ar.d rr.'.f:: of ^"r.*: Uttir 
attended tLtthfucctfi, Except Mr. /'. :» p;.':afcd 
to obferve tbns mach, his ohfcrva.^r. r.-.i -rkt 
as well have been- fpared ; forai itr* t, 

to nfe his own words, it is unfeJ.tut^U, t ■ ;. ./ 
a»if iikpfrtlnintn 

Our preacher adds, •* The triirh^ thcin- 
** lelves, how important fcevcr, TiXt generally 
** negleAed, and he that too zcaloafly pro- 
** pagates them is, cot always undcfcrvcdiy, 
*• ill treated/' This, I think, is^ very oddJy 
^frcifed^. for who would imagine that by teo 

Zialo'ifly^. 
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%:aIov/lyi (honid be meant perfins not auths^ 
rizedF He goes on, ** But what if noify and 
** impudent pretenders are juftly paniftied, for 
** prefumptuouily arrogating to themfelfies a 
*^ claim to which divine laws have never gi« 
*< ven, and to which human laws can never 
** give, any title ?*' I am fomewhat at a loft 
to know who are thefe noijy and impudent pre* 
tenders \ it muft certainly refer to ihofc in 
the former fcntence who loo zeaUuJIy propa- 
gated unfeafonable truths, but then I think it 
is ftrangcly connefted : in the former fentencc, 
they are ill treated for propagating troth to^ 
izealovjly^ in this truly, though he certainly 
means the very fame perfons, and tbofe ginhy 
of the very fame crimes, yet they are juftly 
pttnijhed for arrogating a claim^ to xvbicb divint 
laws have never given^ and human laws never 
tan give them a title. But what, pray, is thh 
mighty claim, for the arrogating of which thefe 
perfbos are punifhed, and to which divine Iaw9 
have not, and human laws never can give 
a title ? All the claim already mcntioaeS, Mid 
to which this can po/Iibly refer, is that of 
fbme perfons inflrufling others without a war- 
rantable right ; aad it is certainly fomewhat 
very ftrange and uoaccounuble, that human 
laws cannot give a peribn a right of this na«* 
tnre. That divine laws have never givea noi/f 
€nd impudeni frttendirs soy title to teach wA 
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SaftrnA others, I am indeed very ready to ac- 
knowledge; and this makes me inclinable to 
beliere, that oar freoihn's rmmtftry is 9f nun^ 
und ttot of God. 

Afttr this» our orator goes on in a very 

ttoariog and pathetic ftrain, to lament and 

mourn over ** fome venerable perfons^ who 

^ have an undeniable right, an undoubted 

•** authority, a legal commiflion, to teach and 

^* infiruA, to reprove and exhort, to direft 

^* and govern." He hath not told us who 

ahefe venerable perfons are, but whoever they 

•are» I cannot fee any reafon we ihould pity 

tfaeiht for it feems they are *^ the angels 

^ of God's church, the ftars in his right hand, 

*^ and have a power fuperior to * angels and 

^ archangels themfelves ;" and doubtlefs, 

Jibcb wonderful privileges and powers are 

«Ue to (bpport them under all their calamity 

asddtftrefs. 

Bat what is it that tbeie venerable perfeas 
have an undoubted right to? It is, be tells 
vs, to teach and inftrud, to reprove and ex- 
hort, and 91 laft comes out, to dina and 

goventi, 

* I tbmk our preacher fhotiTd have acqaainted 
as with the nature of this power, and wherein ii 
eonfifis. 
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pivifn \ which iS| I fear, the graod fcaei ao J 
main fpriag of this mighty machmc, whkh 
gives motion to all Irs parts: m ihe former 
p.iges, we had never a word about im€ «* 
mmt^ though were \i not for the fake of this^ 
J imagine^ we ihould not have heard any thing 
9^bout warraDtable powers to aimmijh^ Uiicit 
,&ndinflriUf : I donbt Dot, thefe venerable per- 
foD§ would have bcea reiy cafy m their de- 
mands of fuch a power as the latter, and the 
people as cafy in ihc grant of k j but when 
oucc they cotne to talk about ga^irnmmt^ aod 
f rcfampiyoBfly arrogate a claim, to which oci* 
ther divine nor human laws, ever gave theoi 
a title, no wonder then, that ihcy meet with 
that fcorn and contempt, which our preacher 
laments in fuch a moving ft rain. But it feemi^ 
be is not willing barely to lameox, and de* 
plore their hard and unhappy face; dd^ 
thinks It not unfeafonable *' to vindicate tl 
** miffion, to prove their authoray, sod mag^ 
** nify their office;" and 1 think it not 
oofcafonable to fee how he hath acquktcd 
himfelf. 

He begins with mdiavdmhg to dcmcflflrate j 

(wondrous modelly!) *' Fkft, that God hasj 
** inftituted nnd eftablilhed a mimftry by ChiiH 
and his apolilesi to aA between hie 
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'^-mankind, m ihe great and important affair 
-«*.qf their lalvation." 

He begins the proof hereof with a remark, 
that there have been priefts In all ages and na- 
tions, and that thefe prieds were conflantly 
looked upon, in a pious fenfi^ as fucccfsful* 
mediators between God and men. 

It 18 indeed a trnth too great So be denied, 

and at the fame time a melancholy inflance 

of the dtgeneracy of the human mind^ that in 

almoft all ages and nations of the world, there 

ht?e *been fome perfons of an infamous cha- 

rafier; mrtio, to oirry on fome mean and 

bafe deiigns, to promote - their own intcreft, 

vanity and pride, havr taken advantage of the 

wetkneb and ignorance of their fellow crea- 

tirret; atfd it is not improbable to fuppofe, 

ioinetimes - under the particular direflion and 

iffiftance of their mafter the devil, whofe fer^ 

vonts tbey were^ and whofe proper work and 

hfmefs'tbefwere doings have put in praAice 

all 






^ A fVery odd expreiCon in a thrift ian divine ; 
' fcr tkoogh cor great high priefts and author of our 
klyreUgion, is ftiled the meAator between God 
aid men, }et-to apply ^his charadler to the prieft- 
lKM)d, and call tt a pious fenfe^ is an indance of 
^Dcommon vemitj and nunaknt/s^ not to call it 




1 1 S ^he Pillara rf PRiistCRAPT' 

all poflible and plaofible arts to impoTc upot 
the judgmint and imaginatiM vf mankind, 
and vainly pretended to greater degrees of 
favour with the deity, or fome imaginary fa- 
perior beings, and under that pretence havo 
(educed thdr refpefiive followers and admirers 
into grofs and fcandalous errors, unworthy of 
men, or of reafonable beings } iofomiich thsf 
they forfeited their proper charadler, and afled 
far beneath the rank and dignity of intelli- 
gent creatures, by an ahjeif and JtrviU Jub' 
mijfion of their reafon and underHanding, CO 
the guidance and direction of their priefts, 
and by a conformity to all their ftliy trum^^ 
pery and ridiculcus rites, under the f^lfi and 
tqually foolijh notion of religion toward the 
Gods. This hath been the conflant buiinefsi 
this the true charafter of thofe pri(fti which 
our orator refers to : but why he hath thought 
proper to bring this miferable Aate and con- 
dition of mankind into our view, except it 
be to raife our abhorrence againft tbofc vilt 
feducers, and their fuccefTors in the ofBcCj I 
cannot poffibly imagine; for this, I hope, is 
far frcm being a proof, that priefls are of a 
divine appcintment ; not only far from being 
a dire A proof, but likewife far from zd&^i 
the kaft force or flrengih to his argument. 



Bat 



13at having done with thefe, our preacher 
proceeds to tell us, that the true religion hath 
had Us minifuT ^ if not from the beginning 
of the world, yet certainly from the putti* 
artbaiz^y and that the prieAhood was lodg^ 
ed 10 thefirnbom> which he would infinuate 
as an argument of its dignity; or, as he hath 
•CXprefled it, that the dignity of it was reputed 
^iery gnat. In the preceding fctSlion he tells 
HSy that it was the bufinefs of the priefls, 
■to tHMby ixb^rtj and inftruSi^ and here, oh 
adfiiirabk difcovery ! he fays the prieflhood 
.was lodged in the * iirfl: born, fo that they 
"Were kings and priejls at the fame time ; and 
from heace i>e draws his argument for its 
.dignity. I wonder much who our preacher 
would have to teach and inflruA his family^ 
i)ut its mailer or head ; ought not he there- 
fore, who is its king, to be ifs priefl ? Cer- 
tainly none is fo fit and proper for that of- 
£ee ; which, in my opinion, entirely deRroys 
his curious argument for its dignity, which 
j^haps he was confcious of : for though he 
iays, from htnce ii d-^b manifeflly appear j ]Wi 



• I fuppofe our preacher mcani the maffet 
4hi family., for it is hardly to be i 
^t frft-boi n was king of the faonl]^ 
was living ; ^r thiK after his deoe 
Jii r2ie fkinily of bis brethren. 
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he immediately add£, but h ibis as it mil-, 
intimating, as one would imagine, that no 
great flrefs ought to be laid on it ; and if he 
is content thus eafily to yield np his own ar- 
guments, I fee no reafon why I (hould be coik 
cerned for them: wherefore let us attend to 
what follows, which is, <' that the office was 
<' really executed, and that to no infignificant 
<' purpofc, that its threats were neither looked 
*' upon as mere niceties or dteamsg nor its 
^* cenfures edeemed as altogether vain and 
«* ineffeSiualy is, I think, indifputably certain^ 
*' from the famous ftory of Abraham and 
** Abimelech.** The office, as he before de- 
fcribed it, was to teach and exhort, but by 
this which immediately follows, it feems to 
be of a difTerenc and contrary nature, for he 
talks of threats and cenfures. But he hath 
abufed Abraham, and ferverted 'th fcriptun 
in a moft fcandalous manner, in the inftance 
which he liath made choice of, as a divine 
proof of the truth of his pofition; for if 
Abrdham^ as a priejt^ did threaten and cenfwi 
Abimelech, in the infiance before us, he too 
much, I fear, refembled fome priefts of our 
days, and was without all doubt a very uicied 
prieft for fo doing ; for Abimelech had the 
tefiimony of the deity himfelf, that what he 
did was done in the integrity ef his bearti 
fee the fixtb verfe of the (ame twendetb of 
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dnejis^ which oar ar--:'.r ^. r/* • vt»v.r. vt^, 
if wc more narrcwii *zi.r -u* •« i.-v; i.-^l 
confider it accardii:^ '.v •-* i-.-.v:v * .• v. 
our preacher harh g'vtt. -.; '>f •%* -- ''•'.*:^ 
he Teems entire^j f-* hivt r.:,'--«»'-. *-* --t^ 
rafter of the pcrfc,!!, :v /: -. .. -. :..»..•.* -v 
be the ^ri>/?, and r.v: /"^ 
certainly afliiintd : 

ham; for he tclii V.r:. ':: •-.- : • .*'. 
did deeds which h* v.:^:.- •,• • ; -. 
which was nridoal't: ;. -'.^ : ;,:■. v 
our preacher is d'::y/':': "^ 'tt..- r. . ^^ 
another fermon <jn •;.*: <:■.:•.•; :•.' . •.•. 
the prieflhood, fcc '-hJ ;..^i>. •,> • - 
ioftaace. 

In the mean t!nr;*, at •r,'.j^rj }.t v.:t •''.•:- 

fible that this j::fttr.:c v.tt :jjv\'.i{ \'. --.t 

purpofe, he ttls ti, *' thit ;». v.li 1*^ ^jr^ 

^^ fully confirnicd, \r: ihc- co^f.d*;.'* :^;: .: 

" A^tftfA's bleiTin^ i^ m, i:.d cur£:.g <6 .fii^-. ; 

«« of //tftf^s bltfTing 7^;:^, t:.J ^/f y<».;.'s 

*' authoriuti?cly difpcnfj.'.g his pucrnaJ btr.'j- 

" diftions to hh c:/:iJrcn." If it be co.t. 

finned at all by thcfc ir.fcanccs I very r-i- 

<fily agree with hind, that it wiil be hi -re 

/•rfjr confirmed by ib'j lat'cr ihin the former; 

though, I muft ccnfcfs, I aai U'.terly at a Jc fs 

to know what the patriarchs bWJp.nj cr atrfin^ 

Aek- children haib to do with the frifJUcoi^ 

VOL. I. G cxcc^v 
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except ii be that our orator would iDCnuate, 
that our priefts have the fame powers now* 
that the patriarchs had thcD ; aod -when Mr. 

B or his brethren can give an infiance 

of this their power, when we have reafoa 
not to look upon their threats as mere nici' 
ties and dreams^ or not to efleem their r*«- 
fures altogether vain and ineffi£iuaU then, and 
not till then I fancy, will mankind believe 
their divine inftitution, in the fenfe in which 
he contends for it. But to keep up the (hew 
and appearance of an argument, our preacher 
adds, '^ folemnly to pronounce a benediction 
*' in the name of the Lord Jehovah, is a 
*« full and undoubted aft of authofity, and 
** can never be valid without an exprefs com- 
*' miflion from God." What he means by 
this, I profefs I know not, nor indeed is it very 
material. How the pronunciation of a bleflingj 
which muft be cither praying Gdd to blcfs^ 
or elfe a declaration that he will blefs, cao 
in any tolerable propriety of fpeech be called 
an undoubted a6l of authority^ is what I cat 
by no means comprehend ; though I eafilj 
imagine, that none can truly declare that ih< 
divine being will blefs any particular perfon, 
either in general, or in any particular inftancc, 
except he hath received an exprefs commiffion 
to make fuch a declaration : but what then i 
To what purpofe hath our orator aflerted this 

anc 
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aod in fo pompous and rhetorical a drain ? 
The reafoQ, if wc are to have any, is flill 
behind, which is ufhered in with a " new 
** that ihefe bleflings, and thefe curfes, were 
** really minifterial afts, and muft bfi abfo- 
** lately confidered as fuch, is plain even to 
•* demonftration ; becaufe when they were 
** once delivered, it was not in the power 
•* of him by whom they were publiihcd, 
** though ever fo willing, or ever fo paflio- 
** nately defirou^, to reverfe (r alter them.'* 
What our orator means by calling thefe mi- 
ntfierial adis, where the whole ftrefs of the 
affair lies, is hard to determine; the nature 
of his argument requires him to mean, that 
they are fuch aSfs as are peculiar and confined 
to the office of the priejihcod \ but then the 
rcafon which he adds, is fo far from making 
this matter plain, even to dtmonjlration^ that 
it makes it neither fia'tn nor probable^ nor doth 
he mention any medium to prove it by : and 
there is neither reafoning nor connedion ia 
his argument ; for it doth not by any means 
appear, that becaufe the perfon prcnouncing 
the IkJJing could not reverfe it, that therefore 
he afled in the charadler of a pruft. It is 
true, indeed, this a6t may in a proper fenfe 
be called minifieria!^ /. e. that the ptrfon who 
pronounced the bleifing, did not ac^, as we 
may tiy, in froprig perfona^ but as the ml- 
G Z TiijieT 
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hiflcr of another, and as the publifher of the 
divine will \ which indeed is fufficiently prov- 
ed by the reafon which our preacher gives, 
that it was not in his power to alter or 
reverfe the hhjfir.g j but then what can be in- 
ferred from hence \ Or what relation doth 
this bear to the priejihood? In the former 
fenfe of the word/ his reafon is no manner 
of proof ; in the latter, though it be a proof, 
yet it is nothing to the purpofe. 

But moreover, if thefe ails were entirely 
mmjlerial^ and it was not in the power of 
the pubiijler to alter the bleffingj how can 
this be called an undoubted aSl of authority? 
How doth it argue either power or author ity^ 
to deliver^ or pubiJJ) the will oF the di- 
vine being, in any particular inllance; which 
will, as to its cffcdls, doth not depend upon 
its being publiflied or declared ; for if it could 
not be altered after it was publiftiedj there 
doth not feem to be the lead reafon to fup- 
pofe it would not equally have taken place* 
if it never had been publiflied : but fuppofe 
we grant our author even more than he de- 
fires, that the fate of the perfon did in fome 
meaf'ire depend upon the pronunciation of 
thefe bleffings and curfings, the divine being 
having regard to thefe in the difpenfations of 
his providence towards the particular peifons 

thus 
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thus bleflled or curfed, which I think fcctns 
not improbable from the hiOory of ihc pa- 
triarchs; but then this, which muft be aU 
lowed to be an undoubted afl of auihori^y, 
a power of a fuperior nature to any tl.in^; 
which our preacher contends for, who rrfolvcs 
all this power into yio puurt 6t ail, viz. the 
pnblifhing and delivering the hIcfTin;^> hath not 
the lead reference to the piicdhood, or our 
preacher's argument. 

The true ftatc of this affair is, that the 
patriarchs were favoured, by the divine being, 
ivith a privilege, which none fjnce them fccm 
to have enjoyed in fo great a latitude, of 
bleffiog or curfing their immedijte dcTrcn- 
daots ; but that this power extended to other 
indifferent perfons, doth by no means appear ; 
and fomething analogous to this obtain3 
amongft us even at ibis day, which harh 
given rife to that common arid well known 
faying, that the cur ft of a pi rent falls hio- 
vj: but then in fcveral indances this ought 
not to be confidered under the character of 
a power J but rather as a mere privilege only, 
of fre-fmng and dedurlrif the divine counfcl 
and will. God ah ^.rigir.e defigncd to bicfe 
yaccb^ for Jacobs fays he, have I hved^ and 
Efau have I kated^ even before they were 
terO| or had a being ; it was therefore upon 
G3 all 
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.'til accounts ncceflary, thai by fome means 
or oiIkt, Jrch fhould have the b!effing of 
his father; for if the patriarch had adlually 
blcHld Efau^ as this was contrary to the will 
iin.1 dcfitin of the fupreme being, Ifaac\ blef- 
iing would have been vain and imjfcfiiulj and 
would never have been confirmed by God* 
AgrcLa!)ly therefore to th.is privilege, granted 
to the p:itri:.rch-> by tl'i^ divine being, of b!ef- 
f.ng tl^tir (.'uVpriijg, (ome peculiar circum fian- 
ces in that nxFair procured the declaration of 
the bk'/Ting in favour of Ji^c^^b^ the perfon de- 
figned to bj blcfFed by Gad. 

But what hath this privilege, pecnliar to 
the patriarchs, and to them not as priefts^ 
but as perfons in a particular manner favour- 
ed by the divine being, to do in the prefent 
cafe ? What reference hath this to the priejl* 
hoed? What foundation is there, either in 
the nature of the thing, or in the holy writ- 
ings, to imnginc that they a^ed io the cha- 
ra(51er and capacity of priejis? Or even fup- 
pofirg they did, yet where is the connefiion 
bctv»tcn them thus aiding, and the divine ia- 
i!itu:ion of a chriftian pricfthood in our days, 
which confeflcdly hath no powers of this or 
the like kind I I fliall therefore leave it, with 
this farther remark only, that even iQ cif- 
cumftances of a leflcr and more iadifTercot 

oaturci 
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nit-re, cjr preacher ii *T.:f::.ks.T ; fur I ih!..k 
h v^lll fjzzis h;:n I'j gliw 'Ji c:i i;-fi«:.:'j i.f 
ar.}- oc£, who afrc-r i!::; b.if.^i.g \\..i j ;: b- 
llihed, was fsTo .utdj ..^^'.:.; ;; ri-.i^j. /; ; 
and if he canriDr, his p-.':;..r., us it r.i v.* 
Itands, is very laT.c arJ c-f.^'^tiv:. Wii.-.t i.c 
fecms to refer to, is :l:s :.uJ:t l:;;:w;.t:i /.<.J4 
and his fans; but It doih Ly r.j n.e::;? :.p- 
pear, from their hi/:ory l.i ihc hciy u:i:\ .,s, 
that ^ IjiiGc was at all ctiV,//;^-, much Ids /./- 
fiooalely defiroas to have it revcik-J, but ccr- 
taioly there muft be allowed to be a v:ill 
difierence between the father and Jhu Hut 
this is not the firfl inllancc our preacher 
hath given usj that he is above coiifuliing 
bis bible. 

♦ It is indeed faid, that when Ifuac iiifcovcrcd liO.v 
Ic had been impofed upon by Jnco^^^ and that 
he had given him the blcffin^, which he tl.rij;n- 
td for Efau^ that he trembled exceedingly ; hut 
this is no argument of his defire, r.or indeed doth 
it at all appear, that it was his dc/irc, after Ja* 
iA had the bleffing^, to rei:erje or alter it, but 
mher the contrary ; for we are told, in the fol- 
lowing chapter, that at a tiivjc when there doih 
DOC appear to be any occaficn ^.v it (Jac^h hav- 
ing already had the bkiHng, and Ifnac had lold 
^/w, that by virtue of that bltfiing he (liould be 
Uefled) I ^'^^ we are there told, ihat Jjoac calltd 
J^eob ami blefftd bim. 

G 4 Cut 
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But our preacher not willing to dwell oa 
the " fcanty beginnings of a religious mi- 
•* niflry," (though, by the way, according to 
his own account, thefe beginnings were not 
fo very fcanty) and I having as little inclina- 
tion to dwell there as he, will very con- 
tentedly follow him to thofc brighter times, 
when our blcfled lord ** founded and cfta- 
•' blirtied that church, which, our preacher 
** aflures us, all men muft enter into, who 
•' will be iniitled to the benefits of Chrift's 
•* incarnation, paffion and refurreftion." I 
profefs be is once more got above my reach ; 
if he had been fo good to tell us what he 
meant by entsring into that churchy or whe- 
ther he meant joining in communion with 
the prefent eftablifhed church, which by the 
rant that follows I fhrewdly fufpeft, I could 
then have given fome anfwer to it; but till 
he is pleafed to explain himfelf, I muft evea 
leave it as I found it. 

lie then proceeds to acquaint us with tHc 
methods which our Lord made ufe of in tli© 
eflaolifhing his kingdom, which he doth in a 
pompous and rhetorical ftrain ; but if lefs re- 
gard had been had to this, and a greater to 
the fcnfe and meaning of the words, it might 
have been altogether as well. In one lirt^ 
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lie tells US9 that *< our Lord's difine mifTioa 

^ was fully coafirmed by his Airprizing mi- 

^< racles ;" and in the next he adds, *^ ch.it 

'' the great feal of heaven gave an authen- 

•* tic teftimoay to what he did :" where, 

though the exprelSon is different^ and he 

would be thought to convey a diSerent idea 

to his audieoce, yet certainly he means one 

and the fame individual thing : but after this 

follows, what every one, who hath read the 

kiAory of our Lord in the holy gofpels^ muft 

know to be falfe, '* that he was glorified 

" by all that heard him." Afterward he 

acquaints us, that Chrlft made choice of his 

apoilles to preach his gofpel to mankind, and 

that after they had received their commiifion, 

be tells us, " that they refiedUvely propa- 

*' gated their uniform doflrincs, aiid impofcd 

'* the obfervance of them upon aJl chiKliua 

'* converts, as abfolutcly nece/Tary to falva* 

. '* lion.** Thefe are feme of our orator's 

flowers, which, in my opinion, need a fmall 

explanation; for what thofe uniform do^rines 

^crc, the obCervancc of which were impofcd 

^Q the chriflian converts, as abfolytely necef- 

Ciry to falvatioD, is fomcwhat hard to dctcr- 

^ioe. The manner of his exprefCon fecms 

^o refer to ihoiie dDdrmes of our holy reli- 

£400^ which are the afiicles of a <biiflian's 

<Caith or belief^ fepanue from bis praflio:; 
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and I hen thefc unifi^rm dcSf fines mnft be 
ckiccd to \\i\sj.ngle em' of the divioe miffioi 
niL-niahniip of Chrift« 

After he hath given lis a relation of 
nc>s of the apoflles, in the firfl planting 
(cttlemcnt of the chiiliian churches, he c( 
to " and laftly, to keep up a lawful fucce 
«' of men quali^cd to adorn and expkiD 
*' doclrines of that great and glorious 1 
*' pritrt, God their favlour, in all things; 
" that none rriight profanely intrude into 
*' fjivfluary of our Lord, or facrilegioufl] 
'* wide the altar of God, they conftitufe 
** ordain ofTicers in fiich a regular fubord 
'* tion, as fhoiild be moft cffe^ual to pre{ 
** a lulling clh^.biifliment of peace and good 
•"^ vcinment in the church of ( hrift, w 
*' was to continue till all its faithful mem 
"• flionld be trinmohaiitly received up 
*' glory." He fccrns to have referved th 
the bji^ as being the mofr important and 
tcrial adiion of the apoHles, and certainly ii 
prefeut argument, all that goes before is 
Icojor.ahle^ trifi-g and i //.pertinent. But tha 
:nny have a clear and jufl notion of his a] 
nient, (for by the way, he hath aimed at r 
brfore) let us add what immediately folic 
wliich is '* f'CW^ the advciTaries of our chu 
•' ciay tbcn, if ihcy picafe, be informed 

*' ra 
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'* rather fully convinced, that from hence it is 
*• wc receive our power, from hence we claim 
*' our authority, from hence we derive our 
^' commiffion, and from hence alfo, in a very 
•' juflifiable fenfe, we fufiTicienily prove our 
** uninterrupted fucceflion." 

• Here is a great fhow of words, and by 
his nvu) ih:n^ fomcwhat like the appearance 
of an argument ; but realiy there is nothing 
but a mere empty ftiadow, without the fub- 
ftance. He fays, the apoftles ordained offi- 
cers in the chriflian churchts : and what then ? 
What have thefe officers to do with govern- 
went and authcrity? Or how doth it appear, 
that becaufe the apofrles ordnlneJ them, that 
they were to ordain others ? This our preacher 
ought to have proved, either owl cf ilie holy 
writings, or from the nature rud deilf^n of the 
office; the only proof, which in the nature 
of the thing, the point in debate is cnpable 
of: but I imagine, that he was conrLioi:s of 
his want of proof; fur which rcafcn he lhon[;ht 
it proper to fubftitute feme bcld afTcrtions to 
fupply the place of evicieace. The truth is, 
as it was incon fi (lent with the dtfign of the 
apoftles conftantly to refidc any where, when 
they left any particular place, wiicrc they had 
met with fuccefs in making many converts to the 
rcligioJi of Chrift, they thought proper to4nake 
C 6 chcl:o 
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choice of feme perfons to fupply their | 
iQ their abfcnce, to Uach and %nftru6i ■ 
hreihrefi, and confirm them in the princ 
of their holy religion ; but that they co 
red any power or authority upon thefe per 
as our preacher would feem to intimate, 
by no means appear : or that they had a : 
of appointing perfons to fucceed them in 
office, is very unlikely; for though greal 
£ard was paid by the primitive chriftians 
ihe judgment of the apoftles, and for a 
good reafon, becaufe they were divinely 
fpired^ yet it doth not from . hence fol 
that equal regard was paid to thofe who 
ceeded them. It is not improbablet for 
reaTons juA mentioned, that they (hould 
ply to the apoAIes, to make choice of 
perfon to teach and inflrufl them; an< 
wonder likewife, that the apoftles *' coi 
•' fed diflerences, determined controvei 
«* received accufations, punifti^d ofFea 
*^ and ccnfuied the fcandalous;" but if 
fame fplrit reded not upon their fuccei 
where is the reafon that the fame regard (h 
be paid them ? The people, no doubt^ ^ 
iis proper judges, and in fome fenfe mor 
who were the fittell perfons to fupply 
place of the immediate fucceflbrs of 
apoftles, and were as <:apable to give the 
piUi^er io 4{a€bzud in/irtUf them, as their 

4eGe 
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deceflbrs in that office ; nay, it is undeniably 
certiin, tfcit no prcdeocflbr could commlffioa 
his fucceflbr, to teach and inflruA any par- 
ticular church, without the churches concur- 
rence and approbation. 

But fuppofe we (hould grant our orator, that 
it was cufiomary for the miniftcrs of t)ie gof- 
pel, and them only, to examine all fuch at 
were candidates for that office, and upon their 
being fatisfied of their abilities to teaih and 
inftru^ others, to give them in an imprr.fer 
finfe^ a formal order to execute it : yet what 
mighty fervice would this conceiTion do his 
' caufe ? Or what reafon have we to imafrine, 
that this cudom had its rife from a divine 
inftitution, when another more probable and 
natural caufe may be afligned for it : for it 
is not at all unlikely, that the people mi^ht 
judge it necefTary, that the abilities of fuch 
candidates (hould be inquired into, and who 
more competent judges of this than their teach- 
ers? It may therefore be very cafily fuppofcd, 
that they left this affair entirely to them : 
but if they made an ill ufe hereof, and by 
their orders pretended to confer any power 
or authoriij^ in a ftrift and proper ftnfc of 
the word, which the perfon had not prior 
to Inch their order, they abufcd and deceived 
fwUi theailel?es «ad the people; for what 

ibua- 



134 ^i^^ Pillar* ef Priestcraft 

foundation is there for this ? Or what poflible 
reafon can be affigned > why thefe perfons had 
not the fame power and authority to teach, 
and inAru^l mankind, before, as after they 
received this order ? certainly the very fame ; 
with this difference only, that probably the 
people without this approbation of their mi« 
niflers, would not be equally difpofed to at* 
tend to their inftruf^ions ? and if the conti- 
nuation of that ceremony of the ieying »n if 
hands^ which obtained in the firft ages of the 
church, led people into this error, it was con- 
titrued to very ill purpofe. We grant, in- 
deed, that the Holy G^cft was conferred by 
laying on of hands, but when the Holy Ghoft 
was no longer conferred, the lay'ng on of 
hands, was a mere form, nnJ infiguificant ce« 
rcmony ; and if any was fo weak, to imagine, 
that by the continu.>nce of this rite, any 
powers were conferred, it would have been 
much better, that it had been entirely laid 
afide; better, when the fubnance was gone) 
that the fli.u'K'W hiJ :n like mr.nner yaaiOi- 
cd and dii^.ppcarcd ; ?.iA if it had, poflibly 
our puachcr would not hnve been fo rr/if- 
taken about the im.i;/:iir.ry j-cwLf :ind autho- 
rity of the piitflhcijJ. Y^mz furpofe we graoi 
our author all ihiit he c^n ocilrc of ns, I 
much qiicllion wheti.er he will tvcr be able to 
make his argument bear} for though wc 
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fhonld aliow it 10 be li-i* vl"! of onr Lord, 
that none Cic-ii pLblliL -;£ -«»■ bi: thai 
whom he zppc':L.ie3. aaf iTiLi :r;][ fctz ibey 
only, appol::: ir-ii: f-Lct L:?r£ Lri j'j or 10 
the end cf il=; . yt: I r'cLr. e :\v: r Lr.iiiig 
what our 0:2:01 uvr ir.s: --f-r. h'rre, in 
*' a very jufilnirif 'Lifr. -.%f f-fL:.ni.: -• prcve 
•'our urlnurrupitd j'Lzcc^il::-." £ r.iZLtr 
of expreal^Q I d^ net very \vf.; uictni-Ld} 
that he wiil beat a grttr Ijft to prci- his 
cninterrupted TucctiTlon : for \^ c- .itic of 
this long cha'n ih;-!d h"rrf2 :d bf brcke, 
and frrange if jr. ftvtc'ttn ctr.:=r.tE ir hsth 
not been broke 1: Iti.": fcTtr.teta tlmts; ccwa 
goes chrift:2ni:y zv.^ or.r ho^y rtj'gicn at once. 
I admue our prt.jh'.: :'h uli r'.-.cc h:? cwn 
pjwer and ii.!::j:>y u^.n I'uch a \vi:.k ;::-,i 
i.:pjy four.J-t::>:'i; fjr i: is cerr:.in;y very im- 
probable, ihat hfc harh di.ivec hU powers in sn 
iid'iterri.y.iiucfji^i ircn the u^5 ://■/. 

Our preacher proceeds to acciir-int us, that 
we have the very fame n^Inlfrry, ih::t was ell.i- 
bl.ihed in the apolilcs c:;ys, which, lays he, 
" 15 pinin even to denionluvitlon, bccaiile the 
** firfi: writers are lient aboi:c any new or 
** vlifrcrent iriftituttoa :'* but:!.iiis a very odd 
v.\;y of demon (iratlon as ever was heard of 
liuir f;Is:nce about any new or differ- •"- 
fdtuiion, doth by no means dcmon( 
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there was none ; for though the remark 
poflibly have fome force in it, yet i 
nerer amount to dtmonfiratlon. Or how 
Mr. B. know that no intimation hath 
given us hereof in fome writings tha 
loA ? But I wonder much, why our pre 
ihould refer us to councils, and the a 
rity of fathers on this head \ for if ii 
the will of our Lord, that thefe part 
offices (hould obtain in his church, if h 
kid that ftrefs on them, which our pre 
feems to do, without all doubt, we il 
have had an gxprefi declaration of this i 
holy writings, the only rule of a chrii 
faith and obedience, with a particular de 
lion of the nature of their refpedlive o 
and the proper boundai-ics and limits o: 
one, in contra- diAindlion to the other: 
to make ufe of our author's wotds, w 
fmall varLuion, to which I think I have 1 
the beft right, ** thefe being entirely 
*' in this affair, it amounts to demoj 
*' tion, that the three orders of ecclefi 
** we now have, wtre never iaftitute 
** Chrift and his holy apofthaj" but 
this affair was left wholly indifferent by l 
that chriftians might hereafter make c 
of filch officers as would beft anfwer 
end of religion, and at the fame time fbou 
l>cA fuited to the diiFerfnt drcumft 
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of the feveral refpeAive chriAian churches and 
nations in the world. 

The paragraph which our author adds to 
confirm hb aflertion, hath certainly fomething 
in it very remarkable and uncommon^ God for- 
bid he fliould have many followers ; ** that 
** the truth of this, /. e, of the divine in- 
" flitution of bifhops, priefls, and deacons, 
*' flands upon the v^ry fame bajisy and is con- 
•• firmed by the very fame arguments, by 
•* which the authority of fcripiure itfelf is 
** demonflrated." I leave this to our preacher's 
ferious confideration and review, without any 
remark. 

But to proceed, I think our author bad 
much better have omitted the argument from 
the promifcuous ufe of the terms, except he 
had given a more fatisfadlory anfwer to it ; 
for it is certain and undeniable, that no ar- 
gument can be drawn for difiin^ offices from 
the ufe of different terms, if thefe diffennt 
terms are promifcuoufly ufed, and indifferent^ 
ly applied to thefe fuppofed dfferent officers : 
I mean, that no argument from the mention 
of the terms ♦ hifhop and elder in the 



• Perhaps, the following inftau*^ 
this matter ; fuppofe there is menti 
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^v^itin[;s, (which by the way, is the only ar- 
gument made ufe of) is conclufive for a dif" 
fercnt o^d^r cr office comprehended ia and 
dcnpted by the diffennt terms, when they are 
albwcd to be indilfercntJy applied to the 

fame 



ajthor of l1:-3 terms cc .JIahle and hesdlcrough^ 
yet i.or.*, I bjlitvc, v» oi-Id iir.aoine, tfiac 
merely beciLfj he made ufe of two words, 'ha: 
he nicjnt two dilii;icl ofUccs, but rather that he 
meant one and the fame by both, if he made a 
promifcuous ufe of the terms, and indifferently ap- 
plied them to one and the fame perfon, calling 
him fomeiimes a cofifiahle^ a;id fometimes an bead'^ 
Icrough : neither can I imagine any fo weak to think, 
that bcc.'jufe I f metimes call Mr. B. an orator, 
and fomeiime-j a preacher, that I mean a differenc 
perfon, or diilindl order; when it b certain, I 
make an indifFeient and promifcuous ufe of the 
terms, and apply them to the fame individual 
perfon. 

But our author feems not to have apprehended 
the nature of the argument, or where the force 
of the obje^ion lies, which doth not confifl in^ this 
only, that the promifcuous ufe of the terms,' i« a 
diredl proof of the identity of the offices ; but where 
the matter, which is the prcfent cafe, is left un- 
fettled and undetermined by the apoftlcs, where 
we have no exnrefs declaration that the offices 
are different or dillindl, nor any thing in the na- 
ture of the thing which fuppofeth fJch a difference, 
there no argument can be drawn from the ufe of 
two different terms, if thefe terms are allowed at 
the fame time to be indifferently and promifcu* 
oufly ufed. 
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fame individual perfon; fo that he who is 
called aa elder^ is called bijb-^pj and via 

But our preacher not being difpofed criti- 
cally to purfue this fruitful point, adds this 
unanfwerable remark, " that what he hath 
** advanced is acknowledged by cathciicks, 
** by hereticks, by fchifmatlcks, by men of 
** oppofite interells, different fcntiments, and 
** contrary parties, who have all agreed to 
** acknowledge the faft, as being infupera- 
«• biy overcome by the • native evidence of 
" truth." If what he hath advanced refers 
to the divine inflitution of the three orders, 
which I think it feems to do ; If Mr. B. hath 
aflarance enough to aflert this, there is no- 
thing, I believe, but what he may prevail upott 
hifflfelf to fay. 

' After what hath been already faid, I think 
}t needlefs to remark upon the nfe which he 
hath made of the fathers ; though, probably, 
if a narrow inquiry was made into this affair, 
our preacher might appear 2isfuilen as St* 7#- 
rome^ whom he is pleafed to compUmeat ' 
the charafter; I (hall therefore beg Ic 
pafs on to his fixteenth page, wh**" 
once eftablifhed his powevj bf 
gious, raves and rants ia thi 
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lous extravagant manner ; by virtue, fa] 
of their divine miffion» ^' the evangelical f 
*' hood trandates us out of darknefs into < 
•* marvellous light ; raifes men from the t 
"and brings God kimjclf down fron 
•' regions of heaven. By bleffing vifibi 
•* mcnts, it makes them invifible grao 
•* difpofcs of that body which was giv( 
" the life of the world, and that blood ^ 
** was poured out to redeem mens pn 
** and immortal fouls. Oh miracle of: 
'* nefs ! oh adorable bounty of God ! 
** fuch tranfcendent power (hould be g\\ 
** the fons of finful men ! what amazinj 
*' nefs is it therefore not to admire ! 
•* (hocking prcphareucfs is it not to r£% 
•* great an authority !'* and he immec! 
adds, " temporal princes have indeed a ] 
** to bind, but that affcds the body 
" whereas nnn'ijUrial power binds the 
•* 16 extended beyond the grave, reachei 
** to heaven, and triumphs even with ct 
•* itfelf." 

But now let us fee what we can 
of all this rant, That the evangelical ] 
hood h: ingi Go / h.mfelf down from the \ 
cf heaven^ and h. hlejfing v'fible elcnunts^ 
them inviftb'e grace ^ is, in my opinion. % 
odd cxpreidion in a protejiant divine \ it fmel 

1 
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flrODg of poptry and trafifuhjlantiathn^ not with- 
out a mixtare of conjuration and legerdemain : 
for no fooDcr are the words ^rc eji corpus 
(or in the corrupt conjuring ftile, hocui pccus) 
pronounced, the mighty wonder working words 
from the mouth of the priejis^ but the vijible 
elements we are told, vanifli at once, and 
what pray have we left in their room ? why 
it feems, invf/ihle gracf, or rather God himfeJfi 
for if our preacher did not defign him for 
this purpofe, I cannot pofTibly conceive, what 
other reafon he had for bringing him down 
from the regions of heaven \ and therefore well 
might he in rapture and extafy cry out, oh 
miracle! oh tranfcendent power! and well 
might he call it Jhocking prophanenefs not to 
revere fo great an authority, an authority it 
feems infinitely fuperior to that of kings, for 
their poner affeSfs the body only^ but t .is fame 
miniflerial power binds the foul^ and is extended 
beyond the grave^ and triumphs with eternity 
itfelf: fo that if his majefty, or the (late 
fhould happen to be at variance with our 
preacher or his brethren, 1 fear, they would 
come off by theworft; for though he might 
bifld their bodies, yet I dread to think what 
a vaft and mighty revenge they would take ; 
a revenge, I doubt not, equal to the very ut- 
mofl extent of their power ; which brings to 
iBysund the noble earl of JVarvM^IC^ wi(h^ 
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which, upon our preacher's principles, is nei- 
ther unfeafonable nor impertinent at preCent. 

* Ob might Ilivey to blefs the happy day ^ 
jyben Rome no more ufurps tyrannick Jivay ; 
Or J that denyd^ may our defcendants fee 
The land throughcut frmifuperjlition free : 
JFith kings y who fill an independent throne^ 
And know no povuer fupreme beftdes their own. 

But fure our preacher is not in earneft, 
when he thinks himfelf poflefTcd of ihis mighty 
power; God forbid he (hould have it, for I 
fear he would make furious work : nay, I 
am fomewhat in pain, left I fhould be made 
to feci its dreadful and wondrous efFefts. I 
think whoever gave Mr. B, orders fliould 
have pievioufly confulted the tennper and dif- 
pofiiion of his mind, and not have intrufted 
fo great a power in the hands of a perfon, 
who feems fo very unfit for it; but how- 
ever, as he hath not that fame temporal power, 
which he feems to defpife, which afFefts the 
body, I am, meihinks, pretty eafy, an(J fhould 
not be very much concerned if he did try his 
other power upon me ; though perhaps, I might 
be in the wrong, for he fays, '* that it is 
" the very utmoft extravagance of madnefs, to 

• Humfrey duke of Glouctf^er^ 

7 " dc- 
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«• defpire or deny a power, without which wc 
^' caa hope for no falYation.'' How ! not 
hope for falyation without the power of a 
pried ? Very fad truly : but how doth this 
appear ? Why^ for our comfort, the next fea- 
tcnce begins with a for^ and there I fuppofe 
we are to look for the reafon, if perchance 
we can find any, " for if none, fays our 
•* preacher, none in a regular way, can enter 
•' into the kingdom of heaven" (but by the 
way, I hope none enter there by an irregular 
way, or if they do, if they are once there, 
I believe it is much the fame thing) " un- 
*' lefs he be firft' regenerated with water and 
«' the Holy Ghoft; if he that catcth not 
" the flefli of the Lord, and dnnl:eth not 
" his blood, is a'folutcly dcpiivcd of cUrnal 
** life; and if it be by the halLwcd and up- 
*' lif:ed hands of the ni'u/ij-ry^ that all thcfe 
*' things muft be done 5 how can either the 
" inextinguidiable fires of hell be avoided, 
** or the radiant crowns of glory prepared 
•' for men in heaven be obtained, without 
" their help and afTiftance ?" We have abun- 
dance of ifs here, and yet if any one be de- 
ficient, I fear our preacher's fine fchcme is 
eniirely deftroyed ; and according to Mr. B.'s 
ufual manner of reafoning, it would be no great 
wonder, if they are all defecVive, By the 
firft and fecond, I apprehend him to mean, 

if 



'J 
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if none can ent^ into the kingdom of h 

except they are baptizedj and receive th< 

munion : his argument and manner of n 

ing fuppofeth they cannot ; whereas no 

is more true than the reverfe, nay, our pre 

feems to be an entire ftranger to the 

ciples of that church whereof he is a 1 

ber and prieft, which never efteemed 

tifm^ and the receiving the communion^ \ 

fary to falvation, and much lefs accordii 

our preacher's manner of expreflion, thi 

who did not receive the communion was 

lately deprived of eternal life : nor doth 

fcem to be the leaft foundation for thii 

fancy of his in the holy writings, or it 

nature or reafon of ihe thing. Is bap 

or receiving the communion, recommends 

enforced in any pa^ ticular mat. tier in the ( 

tures, upr,n chriftians ? not in the leaft, 1 

is no Jhefs laid on them, nor are they p\ 

upon us as our duty ; mentioned as fuch 

are indeed, and that is all. As to the 

charijl^ I do not remember, that thro 

out the whole gofpcl or cpiftles, the ape 

do in a particular manner injtjl upon th 

a chriflian duty ; it is mentioned, I tl 

but once by St. PauJ^ and that is a 

narration of the method obferved by 

Lord, in its primiiive inftitution; wh( 

was the praftice hereof ncccflary to falvai 
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lie would, withoDt all doabt, hare rtc'^T.zit'a* 
^ed it ia ihtjlren-ifl t.rm:^ aad hive fn* 
^Ufntfy prejid it opoQ Chrifrun^ /ni fr « 
a yet wilder imagiaaric^i, to vippc't baptifa 
seceflary to faWatioa ; for as iafan i thcrr.^ 
felves are incapable of havlag it i.-^e, i: th*y 
fliouia die in their nonage, cr -al-.tn ch^ 
are adult, they (honii omit i: npcr- fjppofi- 
lioQ they had bcca biprjzed, when a: the 
iame time, we beg kare to f^pp^/s rhcy 
had not, this neceiTarl'./ ir.a!-:ti '.hj-r fal- 
Tation to depend not npon th*:r v:rct:o:j« 
or vicious condaft, bet cpcr^ the v'.;i and 
condud of another ; which is fj prtc-riouwal 
fooliih a foundation, as 1$ iitrerlv cnworthy 
the God of infinite nu £y and tii/dsm. But 
fuppofe we grant our orator his afTertioa 
ia both thefe particulars, which, by the way, 
he ought to have proved, and not p^ice the 
main flrefs of the controverfy upon an 1/; 
ftod then prefently tell us, he hath proved 
the point in debate ; yet except his other ;/ 
he proved true, which unfortunately for him 
and his caufe is manifellly falfe, it will be 
^ DO purpofe : ** and If, fays he, it be by 
'* the hallowed and uplifted hands of the mi- 
^ QiAry, that all thefc things muft be done,** 
'« ^ that baptifm and the facramcnt of the 
fapper muft be adminiflered. 
VOL. L H U 
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In anfwer to which, I beg leave to obferve, 
that there is not the lead foundatioD in the 
holy writings, for us to fuppofe that baptifm 
ought to be adminiRred by the hands of the 
clergy only ; nay, our preacher is condemned^ 
if not by his own, yet by the church of Romi, 
v^hich IS too fond of power to (hare any part 
of it to the laity, but upon a juft and proper 
occafiOD ; which» though it prefers the pradiice 
of baptifm by the clergy, as moft agreeable 
to order and decency, yet doth not efteem 
this ejfential to baptifm, (he allowing it to 
be valid when adminiftered by the hands of 
a midwife ; and certainly there is nothing ia 
the nature of the thing, that it cannot be 
pel formed as well znd rffeSIuaHy hj the equal- 
ly hallowed and uplifted hands of the latter 
as the frmer. The fame holds good with 
regard to the other facrament ; but as I de- 
Ijgn to refumc this argument before I con- 
• elude, I beg leave to difmifs it at prcfentt 
"With this farther remark, that what hath been 
already faid, doth entirely deftroy the ima- 
ginary force and ftrength of Mr, fi's reafoning 
upon this head. ^ 

We are now arrived at our preacher's fc- 
cond obfervabUy (any one but an univer- 
iity orator, it is very probable, would have 
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been cOotent with the old word obfervatloD) 

which is, *^ that all oppofition to this mioi- 

** ftiy, really is, and muft be kx)ked upon 

^* as exceeding finful." He begins his proof 

t>f this point thus, " if ^^^^ religion ofChrift 

** cannot be duly propagated and performed 

** without a conftant fucceffion of preachers and 

<* mini(fer8 ; if the office and fucceflion of the 

•• miniftry be aftually implied and inftituted 

** in the holy fcriptures; if ihefe very men, 

«* who by God's own appointment are the 

" minifters of his word, are alfo the mini- 

** fters of his holy facraments ; if they who 

** have laboured in the miniflry, without be- 

" ing regularly appointed to it, have been 

** conftantly condemned by the whole church 

** of Chrift 5 then it is certain, that all op- 

" pofition to this miniflry, is an oppofition 

** to religion itfelf, and confequently muft be 

" a fin." But if all thcfe ifs fliould prove 

to be falfe, which it would be no difficult 

' matter to make appear ; naj', I doubt not but 

moft of them appear fo already, then the 

confequeoce drawn from them is weak and 

Invalid; nay, if all of ih:'m are allowed to 

t>c true, yet no fuch conclufion can be juftly 

drawn from fuch premises : for upon fuppo- 

f»ion of their truth, how will Mr. B, make 

. '" appear, that all oppofition to this mini- 

fl^j is an oppofition to religion itfelf ? None 

H 2 are 
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are fo foolifli to oppofe a minifter of the 
gofpel, merely as fuch ; for where is the wrong 
done to any people or party in being tanght 
or inftru£led ? or why (hould they oppofe fuch 
for no reafon ? No ; our preacher hath cer- 
tainly miftakcn the true (late of the cafe* 
If the miniAers of the gofpel do not z& agree- 
ably to their character and profefTion, if in- 
ftcad of Uaching and inJlruSlmg^ they are only 
defirous of rule and government^ no wonder 
they are oppofed, and certainly not without 
juft reafon, and confequently this is far from 
being an oppofaion to religion itfclf. To 
vhlch, in anfwer to his premifes, I beg leave 
to add, that if thefe men had never been 
born, our holy religion would have been duly 
propagated and performed^ with equal, or ra- 
ther greater fuccefs ; perhaps indeed, by per- 
fons not regularly appointed^ in the fenfe of 
our preacher ; and perhaps, for want of fuch 
an appointment, they might have been con^ 
demned by fome very weak and ambitious men; 
yet this would have done them no diflervlce, 
nor have been any hindrance to the progreis of 
our holy religion. 

But our author was perhaps confcious, thaL*^ 
what he advanced was no fervice to his caufe ; 
he goes in his next fcflion a ftep farther : 
^' But farther, fays he, if Chrift has receivied 
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** men to. falvation upon terms and con- 
** ditions propofed and offered by him, not cal- 
'« culated and contrived by them, then it is ne- 
** ceJary that thefe terms and conditions (hould 
** be nicely weighed, and ferioufly regarded % 
" if Chrifl: has a power of making any ia- 
•* ftitutions, the impious confcquence of de- 
•* Dying which I dare notpurfuej if Chiitt 
«• (I fay) has a fufEcicnt power, or a divine 
«' right, of making any inflitutions, then cer- 
" tainly thefe inflitutions ought flriflly to 
** be obferved. And laftly, if Chrift has a 
" right to our obedience, he has undoubtedly a 
•' right to prefcribe the rules, the forms, the 
•• mcafures of that obedience ; and for men 
•* to violate thefe rules, would be a profana- 
'* tioQ of his laws and injunflions, and therc- 
** fore cannot but be a fcandalous contempt 
" of heaven." I cannot but remark, that 
this fedioD differs from the preceding ; in the 
former, nei^ther fremifes nor anclufion were 
troe, but in this they are both fo ; but at the 
I^me time, they are attended with this unhap- 
pinefs, that- they are nothing at all to the 
purpofc ; therefore our preacher is difpofed to 
^fy it again^ to fee whether he can mend the. 
iQatter at the third trial. 

** Again, fays he, if chriflianity itfelf en- 

!^ titles us to falvation, no otberwife than as it 

H J *^ i« 
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*^ is a covenant of grace» if the only ade- 
**• quate and proper obedience to chrift's laws 
** is ftridtly obeying them in the very fame 
<' fenfe that Chrifb really intended them; if 
*' for very weighty reafons we arc obliged 
" to aflent to fomc of Chrift's doftrincs, ia 
*• the fame fenfe in which he taught themi 
*« it will alfo for the very fame reafons /#/- 
*' hw^ that we are indifpcnfibly obliged to 
** obey fome of his inftitutions in the very 
*^ fame manner in which be has prefcribed 
•* them.** This feftion is of the fame na- 
ture with the preceding) both its premifes and 
conctufion are true, but have no relation to 
the prefeat argument, wherefore our preacher 
is willing to try it once more. •* Once more, 
" fays he, either divine inflitutions arc to be 
•* complied with, or they are not. If they 
•* are not, (why I pray) may not divine rc- 
<< velation alfo be laid afide i This we are 
" fure of, they fland on the very fame foun- 
^< dation ; the reafon and nature of their 
•' obligations are perfe<Sly and entirely the 
^^ fame, they are both the indifputablc will of 
*^ God dlfcovered to mankind ; the one of 
•* them to be nicely obferved, the other t^z: 
** be fully believed. If, therefore, we ac— < 
** not bound to comply with his willjntl-me 
^* one cafe, it will feem very difficult, to zw^y 
^^ impartial judge, to determine upon wfxar 

•* grouacfe 
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^* grounds we arc obliged to fubmit to it in 
*« Ihc other/* 

Here, I mull confefs, I am fomewhat at a 
loFs to know what our preacher drives at : 
fuppofe we grant, which I believe none will 
deny, that divine inftitutions are to be com- 
plied witH ; what then ? What fervice will it 
do him ? Why then, the order of the prieft- 
hood muft be complied with ; but what is 
meant by complud with? Doth anyone re- 
fiife to be taught or tnftruSied? But perhaps 
this is not fufEdent ; for befldes this, they 
muft fubmit to be ruled and governed: but 
this Ts a thing of a quite different and con* 
trary nature, which \% by no means ejfentiaf^ 
propiTf or fit for the office of the priefthood ; 
no wonder therefore, if they are not complied 
with here. But if any one fhould be fo fullen 
to deny, that divine inftitutions arc to be com- 
plied with ; What then ? fays our preacher, 
••. why, pray, may not divine revelation alfo, 
** be laid afide ? And perhaps, the fame 
perfons may be willing to oblige him in this 
ioftance alio; and what then? Why then 
- nothing at all. It was certainly our 

author's bufinefs, to have proved thefe prin- 
ciples, and then have applied them in a ftri<^ 
proper way of reafoning and argument, and 
tet talk with his ifs and andsy in fuch a loofe» 
M 4, samn 
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rambliDg way, about an affair which hath locg: 
been, and, I doubt not, ever will be, matter 
cF debate. 

Cur preacher having trifled fo long undcf 
this head, is willing at laft ** briefly and ef* 
*' feftually to difpatch it ;" and, I confefs, I 
thinic it time ; let us therefore attend^o him, 
and fee how he acquits himfelf : he adds, 
*' If the power, the miffion, the authority of 
•* the miniftry be conflituted of heaven ; if 
*Mt be commanded of God for a perpetual 
** ordinance j if it be impofed upon us by 
*' him, whom all things in heaven and earth 
** gladly obey; if it be appointed to be for 
** ever obferved in his church, woe ! eter- 
•* nal woe be- to him that fighteth againft 

«t God ! The true, the hunible, the 

^^ pious chriflia^,' can no more be the crea- 
•* rure of his owd frail * opinions, than he 
•' can be the author of his owit eternal Iklva- 
*' tioa." This is as Iktle to the purpofc as 



* ft 19 certainly a very mean argument, eitlier 
of piety oy holnility, for a pcrfon to be guided 
by the opinion of others ; fo that upon a ftriflcr 
enquiry into this affair, I doubt not but our preacher 
\vi 1 allow it to bathe duty of every chriftian to be 
guided and aiiluated by his own fentiments, thougt" 
reatly Bever fo weak in themfelves, or io th&opic 
uijn of others 
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»7 thing that goes before ; ovr preacher feems 
to be contendiog only with fome adverfarics 
of his cwtt fancy and imagination only ; for^ 
I dare fay, no perfbn living would oppofe the 
preachers of the gofpel fo long as^ they kept 
within their proper province ; his eternal woes 
might therefore have well been fpared for thofe» 
who, for.jufler reafons, are the objeds of his- 
difpleafuce. 

Wc are now at laft happily arrived to 
our preacher's third and laft obfervable^ 
which is, •* that no excufe can poffibly be 
*' found- out by men, which will induce God 
** to pardon thofe that obftinately perfeverc- 
•* in opjiofmg the eftabiifticd miniftry." 

I am really, weary of following our authori, 
flep by ftep, through his feveral wanderings,. 
I (hall therefore beg leave, only to make fome 
general remarks oa this bead, not forgetting 
to tak-e particular notice of what appears moft 
remarkable; with a promife, that if ever it be 
required, I. will fubmit. to the drudgery of 
examiuing every individdal paragraph, and 
doubt not to point out the folly and incon* 
fequence of his reafoaings, I might have faid 
ravings, throughout almoft every fenterrce, to 
tlie {atisfuftion of any reafonable peifon. 

H s la 
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Iq the mean time I beg leave to obferve^ 
that our preacher is an entire Aranger to the 
nature of fchifm^ which he makes to coiifift 
in a ieparation from the eftahlijhed church ff 
a country^ whereas nothing is more truCy thaa 
this is falfe. 



A reparation, or the not joining in commit- 
fiion with the eAabllflied church, is in itfelf 
a thing of an harmlefs innocent nature, and 
ought by no means to be confidered in the 
odious light wherein our orator reprefents iCi. 
Is not the diHenter a chriftian eq.ua]ly with our 
fcives ? Doth not he equally believe that Jefus 
is the mefTiah ? Doth not he equally depend 
upon the merits and interceffion of the fame 
common faviour and mediator, for his accep- 
tance with God ? Have we not one hope,. 
one faith, one b^tptifm? Where then is the 
difference between us, or where doth Jchtfm 
Ke ? Why, it feems he differs from us about 
the ufe and fignificancy of fomc external m$des 
and ceremonies^ which, it is agreed on^U hands^ 
are not at all ejfential to our holy religion: 
but this difference in opinions is no matter 
of Arife and contention, and though he dif- 
agrecs concerning thefe lefftr tiiiling things,, 
yet he ftill continues in peace and charity 
Hith US) (p that here is no rending the body 

of 



f>f Chrift, or itSiTU^'mg 'i^- lAsrBxrr: \r...-.i, 

and peace vhiih oz^^Ji ii --.vtsni iirritr^ j.t 

followers of tbt L.t:.T*i ,"^-- i-' ;*::-*--. 

ic may be obJeiTti fir'r.t- u.i.r :.t ov::-;*-t 

join ia coznmL::k>i. u.-.i m v t-j^:. 'li-^^i;'^ 

granted, dots sy: prrs*^-., v- -ru- :.:a vF, 

from being a rervr ^ '/ zr.t '.t^r^.t w.sir-.c^ 

hody\ for xhof:^ i*e rj'rji h. ^viuS.:r-.--n v.:. 

thoIe» whole miifei :r i*yi.; is-t r i.- t-v.- 

aiof), more agree&Lk :i zza v v' oir L'-rc, 

yet he may k. l r.rlf: jilc yjy^ *'-'t ^»t '- -:! 

to be in nnk/L v-ii t* a:.c r,fc- ^'.^-i ■ ; '-> 

as if he (hoQli icttht riit vjizir i • .v: .i. vy? 

cburcbesy and acccrflig w v:,- r.i ;-:•.-. '.' ?-t 

nature of Jcbijiti^ t^LIlz, -ia lyjl'^K Iv tt-v:!;^ 

guarded os agair-f*, Ci"-:':-. ii « fi.i:.i-u .w.- 

tentlcm XODptr^ ZLi i:L'yjl'\yi v: Tii.:.c. ' '- 

covering ir(clf ia o::r Citr-tj •::■'»•;. vf -'.u- -•.-<! 

againft oar bretbm. fc^s'.T.t* r'.v-t tti'--^*v^c 

rf Chrifi's bvy ir>C}, v.:,vr. .• ?; our ivy 

to love, che?^ £X.d ifr: : t.ji :: ■.:.*;> fc^.la,^ 

ff which the natsbr::* 'j' iit facit p^^r j-.ti* 

kr relig^cs iuutry %rt &> iiy*'.'t: '*'* 'rvk 

%p our pT'Cacfcir'^ Cticrip-lvi. ci ftLlia, *- jt 
^* dkefitly (^p&£ce i> '.r.ii fp>:t u jw* *x«d 
^ iiok>B» that T&tt'rz'^it i^'^6 '^^y^zziKYty x^^ 
^ caadonr atd teiwitrief^ U:m pi.tk:v,t »a<l 
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*' the difliogui(hing charaAer, the bright and 

^ cflTeniial badge of Chrift's difciplcs." 

A perfoD- of this temper and dUpofition of 
Kimd, is a fchifmathk^ in the Arid aad pros- 
per ibnfe of the word ; but he that differs 
from his brethrea ia fmall and trifling mat^ 
ters, though we {uppofe him to differ in what 
are g^crally efteemed the fundameniab of 
chrifKamty, yet if he coatisues in charity witk^ 
bis brethren, (and a meer difference in opinioa 
hath certainly no natural- tendency, to de- 
firoy peace and charity amongft mankind) doth- 
by no means defcrve the fevere charader, 
or treatment of vl fchifmatlck \Aox the bonds, 
of peace and love are not broken, nor the body, 
of Chrift.rent or divided, but the fame divine 
Ijarmony fubfiAs) as though they agreed inevc^- 
ry the mod minute particular*. 

But topnrfue this argument a little farther, 
the diflcnters have an equal right to infift upoo^ 
our agreement with their modes- of worfhip^ 
and our joining in communion with them, 
and to charge us with fchifm upon oar re- 
fufal : for what right or pretence have we to 
infift upon their compliancej more than thcy^— 
have of ours? Perhaps it may be faid, that our - 
modes of wopftip ar^ preferable- to ..theirs i^ 
bu^ how doth this appear ? We indeed thiols 

ihcv 
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the one, and they, perhaps with equal rea- 
fon, think the contrary. But then our au- 
thor fays, that we are the ejlahlijhed churchy 
and they ought to compTy upon that account r 
a weak argument truly, and if it proves any 
thing, proves too much ; for truth is not efta- 
blKhed by number, nor reafon by a majo- 
rity ; and though the minority in lefler in- 
different matters, for the prefervation of mu- 
tual peace and charity, ought to fubmit to 
the majority, yet when this end is not to 
be anfwcred, as in the prefent cafe,, (for why 
Biuft any want of peace or charity be fup- 
"pofed to attend our different religious fenti- 
ments) then the argument is of no force, 
and the minorrty may as well preferve their 
chriftian liberty and" freedom, there being no. 
realbft to the contrary. 

But if the diflenter is obliged to pay that 
Reference and regard to the ejlahlijhed churchy 
merely becaufe it is ejlablijhedy, I fear our 
preacher, if he had lived in 48, or goes but 
on the other fide of xkizTwtedy mufl: either ' 
denounce his reFigion, and thofe favourite prii> 
ciples on which he lays fuch a mighty ftrefs,. 
Or elfe yield up his-caufe as entirely defcnce- 
lefs; for the fame arguments on which ha 
Founds the abfolute ueceffity of conformity to 
ihc iftabl''fi$d church of England, are equally 
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valid iQ ScsflanJj with refpefl to the iirJt ; fcnv 
as he obfeires, though with what juflice ap- 
plied, I leave others to judge, << that the 
*' eteroal and immatable nature of things can 
*' never be altered; and that it is abfolute- 
^ ly impoflible that trath> always fimple and 
*^ uniform, (hould ever become falfliood, or 
^* that falQiood fhouid become heavenly truth.'*' 

^^ As long therefore, adds he, as the church 
*' requires no terms of conHUunlon, but what 
** are in themfelves /auful (and no longer 
^* is it the true church of Cbrift than when 
^< it does fo} as long as the church impofes 
^* no articles either of faith or religion, but 
<* what are entirely confonant to the holy 
<< fcriptures; as long as the authorized m'f 
*^ nifters preach no doflrines, but what are 
« grounded upon thefe very fcriptures, fo long 
*< will all oppofition to the iJlahUjDcd miniflry 
^ be a rending the body and bowels of our 
^ bleffed faviour, be a deftroying the peace, 
*' order and government of the church, be 
** a promoting the defigns of belJ, and en- 
^* larging the fpacious klsgdoms of intolerable 
^ darkncfs/' 

But cannot this be pleaded uith «s good 
% grace by a prcfcyter of the hirk of Scotiand^ 
as by a prieft of the church of Eniland ? tf 

tbck 
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tliefe arguments, and this plea are valid her^^ 
they mud necc/Tarily be efteemed equally va« 
lid there; for that the kirk of Scotland re- 
quires unlawful terms of communion, or im- 
pofeth articles of faith dljfonant to the holy 
fcriptureSy or that their miniftcrs preach doc- 
Irines, which are not grouaded upon thefe 
fcriptures, is what, in my opioion, will not 
be allerted, much lefs proved in hafte: or 
ibppofe our preacher Aionld think fo, yet he 
feems to have entirely precluded himfelf from 
the benefit of this plea, by telling us, ^^ That 
^* as for the plea of confcience, which men 
** fo loudly trifle with in this important point, 
^^ it muft be fuperfeded by the only great 
" and adequate rule of confcience, which is 
^* no other than the fcripture itfelf, which 
** highly condemns allfchifms and ftparat:ons^ 
^ and openly denounces the fevered ana- 
*' thcmas againft them :" by which he would 
feem to intimate, that in the prefent cafe, 
dlere is do pollible relief, but that our obli-^ 
gatioQ to a vifible uniou with the eftahiijhed 
church, is ahfelutely and indifpenfably necejfa* 
O^i and that mthing can excufe it ; though 
^y reviewing the paragraph juft above quoted,. 
^Qe would be apt to imagine, that tfiis is 
'^Qt his fcnfe and opinion i for there he feems 
^ place our obligation to communion with the 
fflaHiJlhid churchy upon this fuppofition, that 

tat: 
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(he requireth no unlawful term& of CMimo^ 
Dion. But then, who is to be the judge io* 
this cafe, concerning the lawfulnefs or uq«^ 
lawfulnefs of the terms required ? If the per- 
fons themfelves, then I think our author muft 
admit, that their judging the terms of com- 
munion required to be unlawful, is a fufficieat 
excufe for their feparation. But I can hardly 
fuppofe, he will allow the laitj^ power and 
authority to judge in fpiritual matters; do», 
this power muft certainly be lodged in the 
priefthood : but then, without all doubt, one 
prieft who bath equal power and authO' 
rlty with another, hath an equal right of 
judging for the laity; fo that a Fnncb^ a 
Rim'tjh^ a Span! ft) (or even a prieft before the 
reformation) has a right of jpdging in the room 
oi the people equal to Mr. Bdty, 

Bu( notwithftanding I have examined our 
author*) meaning very exactly, I am ftill at 
a lofs to know whether he doth allow any 
thing whattvifj to be a juft ground of fepa- 
ration from the tfiahljhed dunh y for though 
by the paragraph laft referred to, he ieems to 
do \\y yet prefently, as though he had made 
too lapge a conce/Tion, he feems to retraA ir, 
by telling us, '' That the eternal nature of 
*^ things is the fame, that notwithftanding 
41 people's fcruplcs and pretences, fchifm is 
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*< fchifm flill, and can never be made to be 
** tnion ;" and then he adds the paragraph laft 
quoted, ** that the plea of confcience mud 
•' be fuperfedcd by the fcrlpture, the only 
•* great rule of confcience, which highly con- 
** demns all fch'ifms and feparations.^* Here 
again, he feems to own and deny it in the 
fame breath : firft, he calls the fcripture the 
great rule of confcience, intimating, as one 
would imagine, that a chriAian ought to aft 
pnrfuant to the guidance and direftion of 
the fcripture, which is the very plea that all 
our feparatiJIs ufe for iheir juflification ; and 
then immediately adds, that the fcripture high- 
ly condemns all fihifms and feparationSy which 
iDtirely deflroys what he had juft granted : 
for it is impoilible, that the fcripture fhould 
both jujiify and condemn men in the fame m- 
dividual aflionj for if, as our feparaiifts aflure 
Us, that the fcripture is the rule of their con- 
fcience in their fcparation (whether this be 
feality, or pretence, does no way concern us, 
that muft be left to the great Icarcher of 
hearts) that fame fcripture cannot at the fame 
lime condemn them for feparating. 

• With regard to the truth and foundation 
of this plea, whether, I mean, in their fepa- 
fation they aft according to the direftion of 
the fcripture, is a queftion of a different na- 
ture > 
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tare ; poflibly they may be miftakeo coQcern«> 
iDg the true feofe and meaning of tbofe partica- 
. lar parts of the holy writings, upon which their 
reparation is grounded ; but if they have taken 
due and proper means to inform their judg- 
ment, and acb in the integrity and fmcerhy 
of their hearts, nothing is either more irue 
or more flain^ than that they are excufabic 
for their error; and our preacher hlmfelf, I 
doubt not, upon fecond thoughts, will admit 
the juftice of their plea, and acquit them of 
this grievous fin of fd-ifm : for who, I pray, 
XDuft be judges, whether they undcrftand the 
fcripture in its true and proper fenfe, they 
or we ? thty without doubt have the fame right 
to judge for themfelves^ as we for ourfihesy 
«nd an equal right to judge for us^ as Wi 
•for them. 

The next thing which our preacher lakes 
Doticeof, is epifcopacy^ and there he goes 
on in his ufual ranting pompous Arain: to 
give him his due, he doth not aim at an 
argument^ I (hall therefore only point out fomc 
of his fiowen. He fays, " epifcopacy is the 
•* very pillar and foundation of all pure re- 
** ligion, and the beft and great eft^ if not the 
<* only fccurity of our prefent happy eftablifti- 
** ment," If this be true, I am very forry 

for 
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for it; we arc, I tbjLk, \u a rt-j r:-.#::.7 
condition, both oar riarim i-ji :ht ^C'^/r ;.;-t 
but a very flender /rZar aLd juy-.rt. T .*i 
account of our religion aiid gv.-t:i- c.r, :>.',;:''. 
perhaps it maybe agrec*t!e :-> !;,s ::.*:* '".r 
of an Oxonian oraUr^ h C2t:l!:."j ;:.-.*i'.r»- 
iog a chtijiian divine^ zzi z iriu Lryi/jrw:'. 
I truft in God oar hoij rt! g'oi hi;, l r-* th 
flronger pillar and fociiitj-.r., £:.d v.'.. -; f.':,. 
iift in all its iunty^ aad fp.t--;-.:, i; ::.'.;« 
was no ^(/j&5^ in bt:-g: llj, I c*.-'.'.! '-..'• 
cover any reafon we hive i:; toi': of ^ -it'.: 
purity than our ntlghbsjri irj tr.e nr.'!, c: 
our brethren of the rij.rm d c-u^:u: i^.-^ij. 
As to our prefect ccpf) tjiallifcr.trA^ \i eylf^ 
t§pacy was its o:/y, or i:j ^//, or grtaUjl 
fccurity, I Iho-jli fiacerc:? c^ura orer a:;d 
lament its weak condlticc. ^or, bj the way, 
can I fee any reafon why onr preacher fr^cu^d 
mention this, if he did net defiza it as a ta- 
cit Fefleflion upon the d^jjintin for their want 
of Isyaltyi and if fo, he doth, ia cy oplxjion, 
defervc a feverc rebuke; for they, to their 
bmour^ and onr Jhame be it fpcken, have al- 
ways approved themfelves to be hearty friends 
to the prefent happy eftablifhment. 

Much of the fame nature \vi:h the fore- 
going, is what follows in the fame page, 
** the fpiriiual powers that be, are ordained 

« of 
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«* of God ; to rebel againft them, is to reBel 
«* againft heaven; to invade their authority, is 
** to infringe upon Chrift's peculiar property* 
** And we have demonftrative arguments, drawa 
*^ from the worth and excellency of the fouly 
^* to prove that our obligations to ecdefia- 
'* (lical obedience, are ftronger than tbofe 
*' that flow either from civil or natural re- 
** lations." Our preacher feems here to be 
got into the third heavens, or into the gloomy 
regions, where, furrounded with clouds of thick 
darknefs, .he is far out of our reach: what 
worthy or excellency there is in ecclefiafticol obe- 
dience, or indeed what obedience ia due, oc 
how any argument to this purpofe can be 
drawn from the worth and excellency of the 
foul, is all above my comprehenfion ; but as 
he thought it. needlefs to mention his argu- 
ments, I think it equally needlefs to give any 
guefs, or be at any concern about them. The 
next remarkable thing our preacher prefents 
us with, is the charafter of thofe vtk and 
wicked perfons who have prefumed to inftruft 
their brethren, without episcopal ordination; 
and here he hath fet his invention on the 
rack to ahufe and vilify his brethren. One 
would think it impoflible, that any thing ia 
the (hape of a man^ much lefs a gentleman^ 
(though upon fccond thoughts^ there are not 

many 
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Much of the fame nature and ftraiD is 
the laft which I fhall take ootice of: ••Af- 
ter all, fays our preacher, how rigidly fe- 
vere, or exahed foever, our notions of a 
divine miflion, or the abfolutc neceflity of 

* church government may fcem ; yet in cafe 
^ of a real and abfolute^ not a falfe and 
f pretended nfceffity (not the daring and 
' prefumptuous plea of the kirk, not the feign* 
' ed, but more plaufible excufe of Geneva^ 
^ not the boaflcd moderation of thofe who 
' falfly call themfelves churcbn reformed) we 
^ would not wiU'mgly think thofe men, who, 
' though unauthorized, pioufly preach the 

* religion of Jcfus, to be guilty of facrilegey 
« or to incur the dreadful penalty of dam- 
' nation. No s in pity to their unavoidable 

* misfortune, in compaffion to their uncon- 

* querable neceflity, we confign them not 
< to the indolent ft ate of a gloomy depriva- 
' tlon, nor (ball we commit them to the 
' mercilefs and irreverfible fate of eternal 
' mifcry. They are in the bands of a mer- 

* clful creator, we leave them to their guardian 

* angels, and to that providence which conti- 
' nually preferveth all things." 

1 believe thefe three paragraphs laft quoted 

are originals in their kiiid> 1 fcarce think 

I cb: 
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they are to be paralleled by any thing to 
be met with, in any controverlial difpute, 
jGace that famous one which the devil had 
with A^ichad the archnogel: and it is polli- 
ble, as being agreeable to his temper and 
cbara&r, that he might manage his difputc 
againft the archangel, much in the fame man- 
ner that our preacher doth againft his bre- 
thren; but whether fuch condudl is confiHenc 
with the charaAer of a divine^ a chrijUan^ 
or a gentltmafiy I leave to the impartial world 
to judge. As for royfelf, I profefs I ftand 
amazed at his confummate impudence, wcak« 
iiefs and uncharitablencfs ; for thongh I would 
kindly draw a veil over every human ilij yet 
in vain I Jlrive^ in vain I labour to excvfe him ; 
and if this be a fpecimen of univerfity reafoa* 
ing and charity, God forbid it fliould have any 
admirers or followers. 

Our preacher hath at one flroke configned 
to eternal damnation about one third of the 
£ff^/^ nation, all Scotland in general, with 
onty a very fmall exception, the church and 
.ftate of Geneva^ and the whole body of r/- 
formed churches abroad ; and for what ? Why 
only becaufe they happen to differ from him 
in their opinion concerning the ufe, necejSity, 
and divine inflitution of the epifopal order; 
wherein it is certain^ except our preacher is 
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ififalliblej and I can hardly imagine him vaia 
cDough to pretend to it, the; may be in the 
right, and he in the wrong. 

As for thofe amongft us, who wickedly 
and impioudy prefume to inflru£l their brethren 
in the principles of our holy religion» with 
regard to fuch, I fay, and their blind followers, 
it feems charity Lrfelfj that heaven- born vir* 
gin^ cannot think fo favourably as Origin 
did of the devil ; but I fear, that charity, 
which cannot think thus favourably of themy 
inllead of being an heaven-born virgin^ 
ought rather to be eftecmed an hell-born 
whore. 

As for the kirk of Scotland^ whofe plea it 
feems is daring and prefumptuous ; and G/- 
ncva^ though it hath a plaufible excufe, and 
though the refonned churches have modera- 
tion, yet thefe are guilty of no lefs than 
facrilege^ and incur the dreadful penalty of 
eternal damnation. But our preacher is not 
tuilling to think (a manner of expreflion which 
feems to intimate, that he is fomewhat A- 
bioui about it) thus hardly of thofe, who un- 
der a real, abfolute, unconquerable, and ud- 
avoidable necefTity, (pray obferve how it is 
guarded), though unauthorized, do pioujly preach 
the religion of Jefus ** fuch he doih not 

** configa 
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*' configa to the indoleat ftate of a {gloomy 
"deprivation, nor commie to the oicicilers 
" and irrevcrfible fate of eternal mifcry.*" 
bat yet notwithftanding this great neccfEty, 
it 'is obfervable how nnwilliog he is they 
(konld be faved ; for he only leaves them in 
the hands of a merciful '^"ereator^ and their 
piardiaH angels^ inhere I am in like manner 
defiroas to leave them and our orator too; 
for I thank God I have at laft done with 
bim, and perhaps, gentUmiti^ you think it time, 
fix* it is not improbable that I have wearied 
}*•» I am fure I have myftlf in following hitn 
throngh all his wanderings, uncharitablenefs, 
ftaodai and raillery. 

I thought it improper to deflroy the con- 
Bedkm of the remarks, by any particular ap- 
plication to you^ but now I beg leave to re- 
gime my addrefs, and a(k you how you think 
your orator hath acquitted himfelf ? Has he, 
'Q the peiformance under our confidcrarion, 
l>chaved like a fcholar^ or a divine? He himfelf 
^Qs as, methinks he might have had it more in 
^cw, " that the gentleman, the fcholar, the 
** ^it, and the politician, the philofopher and 

y ** the chriflian, fliould complete the charafter, 
"tnd.cxhauft the idea of a divine j" but what 

f there is peculiar to either of thcfe characiers 
io this difcocrfe, lies, I fear, i& a very n.ir- 
VOL. L I row 
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row compafs. Are fuch harangues as thefe 
any credit to the oniverfity ? or rather, if 
they are encouraged, ^ill not oar nobility 
and gentry fear to fend their fons thither, 
left their tender minds, capable in their yonih 
of almoft any im^eflion, (hoold be poifoned 
and corrupted with fuch pernicUus principles ? 
Principles not only faf/e In fpecolation, bnt 
when reduced to pradice, having a fatal and 
natural tendency to defVroy the peaa of gvery 
ficiety. What encouragement, or rather what 
difcouragement, doth this give our gentry, for 
the endowment of fchools, or places of li- 
terature, or to join in the expence, or any 
way promote the education of one of their poor 
neighbour's fons; when they are no fooner 
fent to the univerfity, but prefently they im- 
bibe falfe and pernicious notions of the grand- 
deur, power, and authority of a prieft? Upon 
which account, it ceafes to be a wonder, that 
after they have been inflrufted in thefe prin* 
ciples, by perfons for whofe fuperior know- 
ledge and learning, ihcy have entertained a 
great veneration and edeem, and at an age, 
when they themfelves are incaptiblc of judg- 
ing between right or wrong, truth or falihood • 
I fhy, it is no wonder, that when once diey 
get ordersy they fhould be puffed up vnxh. 
pride, felf conceit and arrogance, and upon ac- 
count of their imaginary power and authority, 
/hould look down with fcom ^nd contempt 

iipoD 
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upon the laity, thinkiog themfelires fuperior 
to their patrons and all mankjpdi.aDd it is 
this, that doubtlefs gives rife to the bicker- 
iqgs and quarrels, fo commoa between the 
i/qyire and the par/on in mod of our country 
villages: this very eafilyaul naturally accounts 
for the fmall progrefs of our holy religion, 
and the fmall fuccefs which attends the 
preachers of it : for when their heads are 
turned with fancUd powers^ and ioflead of in- 
truding their parifh in their duty toward 
Cod^ their difcourfes tend only to direA them 
in their duty toward themfelvesy no wonder, 
that they meet with that fcorn and contempt, 
which their arrogance and pride^ and that 
manifeft abufe^ zxAptrverfion of their office^ do fo 
juftly deferve. 

Would it nor, upon thefe accounts, have 
been more agreeable to the charafter, of a 
chrifttan divine, and an Oxonian orator, in- 
fte^d of attempting what he calls, the proof of 
his m'ffion^ and the divine injiitution^ of the mi* 
nijiryy to have proved what is certainly of vaft- 
ly more importance ; I mean the m'lffion and 
mejjiahjhip of our Lord-y and to have vindi- 
dicated the divine injiitution of chrijiianity it 
felf, which at prefent, with grief and concera 
I fpeak it, feems to be the only fubjeft of 
controverfial debate ? If our preacher had done 
d};5,iie had afted worib^ ol VCv^ Ow\t^^^\, 
1^ ^^\ 
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and had deferved the thanks of every chrl^ 
ftian : but indead of this, he hath done all 
within his power to weaktn and dejfroy it, and 
hath given the adverfarics of our hoJy reK- 
gion an unanfweralle argument, if true, a^ainft 
its divine origin : nay, upon the fuppofed truth 
of our author*s principles^ I will at anytime 
undertake to dcmonQrate the fal(hood of chri- 
tlanity^ and (hall think it no hard ta(k ; for 
his principles, when purfued through their juft 
and natural confequences, which I have cha- 
rity to think Mr. B. might not fee, would 
introduce nothing but confujion and diforder 
4nto the world, are dire£ily contrary to the 
peace^ happinefs^ and good of fociety, and are 
entinfy deflruSlivB of all the civil and religious 
rights -and privileges of mankind. Are we 
therefore guilty of any wrong or iojoflice to 
fuch a religion, in calling it dfetboUcal^ inftead 
of di^inej and in ji»dging it impoffible, that 
fuch an inditution (hould come from God, 
which is fo contrary to the purity and per^ 
fe£fion of his nature, who is a God of piaa^ 
and in all his difpenfations confults the good 
and benefit of his creatures ? For it is in- 
confinent with all our notions of infinite vv^- 
dom and goodnefs, that the divine being 
fliould fix the happinefs and falvation of man- 
kind upon a focijh foundation, and make it 
fo precaiom and uncertuiny as to depend upon 
7 the 
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the will of a preud aud ignorant pricft : for 
foppofe, what has often happened, that a man 
ihouTd not be able to procure fponfors for 
his child, or that he miflakes the nfe of the 
crofs in baptifm, as favouringy In hts opinion, 
too much of popery and fuperAition, it being, 
without all difpnte, no efTential part of b.ip* 
tifm, neither appointed by our Lord, nor for 
anght appears, in ufe amougd the apofllcs; 
and fappofe the above mentioned perfcn fliould 
addreis himfelf to a pried of Mr B'% temper 
and complexion, and he (hould, as is veiy 
likely in either of thefe inflances, rcfufe the 
child baptifm, is it poffible for any man to 
be (b weak as to imagine, that thb chitd flioold 
be damned for want of it i Or fuppo(e, which 
is another very comnuMi cale, that a chriftiaa 
flioold be difpoTed to receive the €§mmuni9tt^ 
but iboold have fome icroples, relating to 
the gifture, efteeming a table poflure mod pro- 
per, (it being evident that our Lord and his 
difciples, at its firA inflitution, received it fo) 
and Diould be unwilling to comply with kneel- 
ing^ not only for the reafon juft mentioned, 
but becaufe, in his opinion, it might fccm to 
conntenance the doftrine of / aufulftantiation^ 
or the corporal prefenct\ whicli, 1 n>2ke no 
doubt, firft gave rife to the chanfrc of the 
pofture ; and fuppofe this perfon ftiould offer 
to receive the communion from the above- 
I 3 men- 
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mentioned p ieft, and he, which is not un* 
likely, (hould refufe htm } can any imagine 
that the folly of our prie(f, (hoold occafioQ 
this man*s eternal damnation ? The very men- 
tion of thefe inftanccs withoat farther reafoa- 
ing, may fufiice. Res ipja Isquliur, 

Once more : would it not have been more 
agreeable to the charafler of a minifter of the 
£e/pel of peac^f (of that difpenfation which 
recommends nothing more to its profeffion 
than charity and love, infomnch that it feems 
to make that the criterion and diftingaiflung 
charaficriflic of a cbrtftian) to have preached 
uppiace and charity^ that greateft of all vir- 
tues ? Might he not very agreeably have en- 
tertained his audience with a particular de« 
icription of the perfon and charaAer of that 
hioven-born virg'n^ fet her forth in all her 
(hining graces, and made her appear as love- 
ly and amiable to tbem^ as (he is really in 
Itrf'lf? Here his oratory and rhetoric would 
have been well imployed to his own credit, 
the honour of the univerfity, and the advan- 
tage of bid audience : but inflead of this, he 
breathes forth nothing but firy and ragey ftirs 
up the coats of wrath and contention^ preaches 
up envy and hatred among chriflians, rails 
againft, and abufes his brethren, with all the 
eloquence he is mafler of, mifcalls them 



fcbifiKmt'a aad iro*^ ai^i '^j:1:^£, ti«n. 
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very prohahSr, this £ uie o: t:;it yjx^ir.i ^r.r. 
be czpreii^ doBSb. :ir r uo ;i Wk/:o. ■' 

fiamitj^i. ths cliini^L I^vCi^ i'^\ii\*. j. v: 
whkb tbej9>Bf tncj oct* . ar* ::i'. .\;->-.itC 
judges, it vtnud, mi:;;oii' «: o..^-. > ?■.'.- 
koBed LiiwTg III sue sessIL*} iw i^vt lu'x 

be betx. imrfk 2. iwn i^bakpcut 
» and liatL tnit sais^aipL n. rj«: Ic-r- 
gmn, tbai, ib ibj opiiikc^ iUOiki v«f \ ujucL 
this «9f • w im ' e bt teln ut: bid* ^ ir vw«k 
*< avoyfaioiK comiCM:?aUnj gf ihu if&pw:- 
•* tSK s£ur. i <. tint oreadfu" liaiiire <rf 
•* P"Vi'''f<^i tLat auiir;aiL-c tiit firfe <;iirif:...iii tc 
«« tbc praf 'jcc of ft iaudablt r <;ufioir.. :: a» 
•* ubcDTVcr ♦ t^re.i,:. or jiu/usuiks '^^^'K 
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** promoted to aoy enrinent poft in the churchy 
** both clergy and laity remonftrated to the 
^^ emperor, and the patriarch or metropolitan 
^* pioufly refufed the coDfecration. 

It 5s no difficult matter to know where otrr 
preacher, and thofe of the fame mind with 
him, would {{op; for the fame principles, vix. 
the dreadfol nature of fchifm, and the good 
cf the church, which ju/lify ihfe One, would. 
quickly leave them, if other milder methods 
fhould be found ineffcAual, and not fuflficient- 
ly anfwer their end entirely to root out and 
dcftroy their adverfuries : thefe principles, and 
thefe alone, are the main fupport of that grand 
myftcry of iniquity, the papal inquijitiiui for 
if once the clergy are allowed to direA and 
govern, there is nothing left for the laity 
but a flate of mere flavery and bondage, 
and how or by what reafons to account for 

ic 

nf L/retres and fih]/'Kntics in the churcli, he doubt- 
lels had his eye upon fomc particular pcrfon, or 
perfons, under (his chaTacter, who have been pro- 
iriorcd ; a:id defgncJ iliis obfervation (for it cer- 
t inly anfwers no o:her end) as a tacit refl;;6lioii 
on his miijerty for promoting, and on the bifhops 
for not pioufly refufing to confecrate, feme par- 
tical Leret cat and Jchifmaikal bifliop. I fljall 
now leave it with him, whether this OQoht not 
to he erteenKd high-trea(bn and rcbelKoQ sgalnit 
the fpiritual p.werf- 
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k i know not, but by fatal and conAant c|i- 
pcrience chroughoot all ages and nations, it 
bath been found that the clergy are the leaft 
fit of any perfbns whatever to be entrufied with 
power and authority. 

Hanng done with our preacher, and hi$ 
performance, I beg leave to fobjoin my owa 
ienfe and ientiments conceroiDg the ioflitu- 
lion of the miniflry, and fome iDcldental re- 
marks about the nature of the chiiflian re- 
ligion. 

When the divine being thought proper to 
fliake choice of the ytWi to be his peculiar 
people, whom he would in a particular man- 
ner favour with the knowledge of himfelf, ai 
the finU true and living God^ in oppofiiioa to. 
and diftin6lion from, that vaft variety of idols 
and gods, whofe worXhip obtained through- 
out the feveral. habitable parxs of the earth ♦, 
h« found it neceflary in compliance with xh^ 
frjoward temper and genius of that pirverjk 
generation, to glue them a religion full o£ 

* Nothing hot this can T think, reccncite tire 
divine inltiiution of the Jewifh religion ; a religion, 
X was going, to add, unworthy of h^ divine origi- 
nal, and fit for no oiher people, bur ihoie to vvh^:m 
it was given, and to whofe genius it was in a par- 
ticular manner /uiced and adaptec*». 
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Dcimeroas rites and pompons ceremooies ; and 
as God himrelf Cells tts, to ** give them fta<- 
«' tutes that were n$t gdod^ and jndgoicnts 
•• whereby they fhonid not IWe:'* for the 
Jiivi^ by being fo long conrerfant wUh the 
Fgyptiam^ whofe priefts were famous, I mean 
infamous, for their fjoly jr4ggliftgs and pious 
trumpery^ had entertained fnch a fondnefs for 
a ritual fcheme of religion, that eren the di- 
vine indulgence above mentioned, could fcarce 
I'cftrain them from idolatry : but in order ta 
prcftrve them from it, and keep them with- 
in the proper boundaries of their duty, he 
fent them one prophet after another, to teach, 
guide and dirc6> them, but thefe they abufed 
and evil entreated, and their religion they 
rendered wholly void, by the negle£l of the 
//i7tf/and truly nligious part thereof, and an 
attendance to nothing but its mere rites and 
begga'ly ceremonies. Now therefore, when the 
fulnefs of time was come, it pleafed the 
almighty, from a tender and compaffionate re- 
gard to the weakncfs and ignorance of man- 
kind to fend his beloved fon and our blcflTed 
Lord, to retrieve the languifliing dying ftare 
of religion, to teach and inftruA the world 
in ihcir duty toward their God, their fellow- 
creitures, and themfelves : having received his 
divine commiflion, the blcfTed faviour of man- 
kind came iX> dwell amodgft us, and not only 

g.'vc 
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gave in a pore and perfefl religtont but was 
bimrdf a bright pattern, aod example of that 
purity aod perfeAion which his religioa re- 
commeDds. He abolifhed the nameroiM rites 
and ceremonies of the Jewifli polity, and fnl>- 
ftitnted in its place, a religion every way wor- 
thy of its divine OFiginal, worthy of a deity 
to give, and of rational creatgres to receive 
and oUerve; for the chriflian religion, like 
the great founder and author thereof, is holy^ 
juft, and pare ; its doArioes, thofe I meaa 
wkich reiate not to * practice, have nothing 

dinbnaol 

* Such as the refun-eftips of the body, or I 
night even add the divine miflron and meffiahfhip 
of our Lord ; for the truth thereof being fuppcfetC 
v^hich, by the way, admits of as eafy proof as any 
dcX at equal diilance of time, yet ic cannot, I 
think, be £iid in ^ fin& unl proper fenfe to have 
any •tbir influence upon our practice or condu6t 
in liie, than that we have a di'vine teflixnony, that 
the practice of thofe dutii^s, which ariie from the 
eternal narure and reafon of things, and the rela- 
tion we (land in to a deky> mankind and our(e]vef9 
are agreeable to the will of God : and it is in 
this light, that chripionity^ as a fsjlem of religioft, 
ought to be confiderfd as an improvement, and 
enforcement of natural religion on y^ from which 
it differs merely in the inditution of the two facra* 
ments, of which more hereafter ; (b that feparate 
from thefe, nothing can be faid to be the duty of a 
ebriftian, which was not the duty of a mau^ prior to 
the inilitution of chriilianity. 

16 As 
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difTonaQt to the reafon - of mankind j its pre* 
cepts, or the duties v^hich it recommendst 
are founded upoO) and conformable voto the 

eternal 



As for thofe doftrlnes of a meri ffeculath)e na- 
ture, peculiar to the chnilian inftitution» they can- 
roc in a Ihift and proper fenfe be faid to be any 
part of religion, the belief, or difbelief of thefe 
being no oiherwife religious, or irreligious, thaa 
as a per (on is open and di/pf/ed to convidtion, and 
gives a greater, or fmal er attention, to the evi- 
dence on which the truth of the dodlrines depend : 
for a mere hditf or dijbiliff of any prindple, 
argues neither 'virtue, nor o'/V^, becaufe neither the 
cr.e, nor the o her depends on our will, or any 
tiling within our power ; the veiy make and ^onfii" 
iuiicn of i\\e Jbutnan mind being fuch, that when the 
evidence of any truth appears great and ftroDg» 
vc cannot, how much foever we may be difpofed 
to the contrary, rcfufe our belief or aflent to the 
tiuth of that principle: and on the other hand* 
if the evidence appears iveak and defeSwt^ our 
4nclinat on, how Aroog foever, cannot fopply the 
}lace of evidence; and in that cafe, it is abfblutely 
irnfoiTibie for us to believe, or to aiTent to it: 
whence it appears, that we are no other wife com^ 
mendahle for our beliefs or blameahle for our dif- 
helieft than as we are more or Icfs willing to at- 
tend to the evidence on which the truth of thefe 
doftrines depends, 

i he considerations above-mentioned, give us a 
clear iniight into the nature and importance of 
the prefcnt controvcrfy concerning the truth of 
<hriAianity, and which all our writers ieem to 
^vc taken no notice of; though one would ima-. 
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eternal nature and reafon of things, and 
are perfefiive of the human mind. His re- 
ligioD, eYen as our blefled Lord did himfclf 
in perfon^ recommends nothing more than 
peace, charity and * love amongft his fol- 
lowers : would to God, that a greater regard 
was paid to the example and precept of our 

Lord 



gine, that when they were difpating concerning 
tne truth of chriftianity, chey ought fird to have 
defined and fettled what chriftianity was; which 
conlidered under iu proper charader, ai to its fum 
and fubftance, is not at all aiFe^led by any ob- 
je&ions brought againft it by its adverfaries : and 
if thefe perfons defigncd dieir prefent attack only 
AS introdudlory to their future defigns upon trus 
and real nJigiofi, I mean the praaital part of 
chriftiantty» which, for reafons juft mentioned^ 
may not improperly be called its fum and fu^ 
ftwicu better they had began here, and not have 
vainly amufed both themfelves and the world* 
with what is entirely foreign to the main inten- 
tion and defign which they have in view ; for by 
their plaufiBU ohjedions againft fome particular parts 
of the chriftian fyfiem* they have artfully miJUi 
ibnie imak and inconfiderate perfons to doubt con- 
cerning the truth and reality of religion itfclf. 

• A new eommamdmiMt, (ays our Lord, / jAcw 
««/# ytm, tkai jfu Ipve cue another: a manner of 
cxpreflion whicn fcenw to intimate, that befides the 
pradice of thofe duties, our obligation to which 
arileifrom the nature and reafon of things, it was 
tli^ defign of our Lord* that his foHowers ihould 
in a trtry fartiaUar manner exprefs a regard to the 
dacyof charity and love. 
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Ixtfd in this inftacice. But as omr Lord bia- 
felf was but a fmall tkae om earth, that he 
night complete his great and good defign* 
and diffiife the knowledge of his dtvine reK* 
gion throughout the world, he gave particiH 
lar direftioDS to his apoftles to teach aod in* 
ilmd mankiud in the knowledge of the tfeitj, 
and of himf^lf their faviour ; and that their 
miflion might be attended with fuitab)e and 
defiraUe fuccefs, amongft the great variety of 
barbarous nations, who in aU probability 
would be fondly tenacious of the rites pecu- 
liar to their own religion, he qualified the 
apoAles in an extraordinary manner; for they 
were divinely infpired by the Holy Ghoft, 
and endowed with a power of working DHracfes. 
And thus qualified, they went and preached 
the gofpel to various people and nations; 
and their fuccefs, as is eafy to imagine, 
was different, according to the different tem- 
pers of the people to whosi they addrefled 
themfelves : kme of them defpifed the apoftles^ 
' and the holy religion which they ' taught ; 
others, perfuaded of its reafonablenefe and pa* 
rity, forfook their former folly and idolatry* 
and became profeflbrs to the chriftian religion ; 
but as it was impofTible (it being inconCftent 
with their defign of vifiting other people and 
nations) that the apofilcs fhould refide wholly 
with any particular city or province, they, 

left" 
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kft thdr labooE. ihould proTe vam and in- 
cSeAual, appoiiued fbme particular perfoo9 
amoogft the people, who bad a fuperior kaow- 
kdge in the priiicipics of their holy religion, that 
in their abfence they might confirm and 
firengtben their brethren in the faith, and that 
by their pfotT»conduft, and the purity of that 
religion Mrbicb ihey raught, they 'might make 
converts of other*. Thefe, as is very nsH 
tnral to foppofe, were cbofen from amongft 
the femors of the people, which probaUy gave 
rife to the name of pnjhytir or eldtr\ and 
that dne care might be taken c^ the posr^ 
that office was afligned to fomc or other parti* 
ciklar perfoQSy called deacons^ left, if both of^ 
Sees were joined in one, they might be bur-" 
denfom and inconvenient. That thefe officers 
were appointed by jthe apofttes, under the no- 
tion of their conferring diflind powers or au- 
thority upon them, or of their givmg them 
any particular commiflion to do what others 
were not allowed, or were forbid to do, doth 
by no means appear. Another plain and ob- 
vious reafon may be afligned, why they were 
appointed, or at lead approved, by the apoftles, 
becanfe they were certainly the moft com- 
petent judges, who were the propereft per- 
fons for fuch an office, I mean the office of 
ta eUir\ for I think any man of tolerable 
(enfe and common honefty, is fufficiently qua- 
4 \\^^\ 
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lified to take care of the poor; nor does 
there feem the leaft occafioa for an apollo* 
lical appointment, or approbation of fach. 
Nor indeed is it at all improbable to fup- 
pofe, that the people very often made choice 
of their own * elders without the privity of 
the apofiles ; for doubtlefs it very often hap- 
pened, that they had no opportunity, or con- 
-veniency of confulting them; and that one 
elder upon his deceafe, bequeathed his church 
as a legacy to another, is what I cannot fee 
the leaft foundation for. That there was a 
particular form made ufe of, when thefe elders 
were appointed^ or fet apart for that office, is 
not unlikely to fuppofe ; it being very probable, 
and certainly very proper, to implore the di- 
vine bleffiog upon their future ioftruAionsi 
but that any circumfiancc ol^tained, whicb 
ihould denote their recciviag any dtflin& powirs^ 
4>r pr^ptr autborityy which they bad not be-^ 

fore. 



♦ It is certain and undeniable, that when tKe 
deacons weic Hril ihflituted, they were chofe by 
the people^ on whom the apoiUes praying Uud^ 
their handsy which in the prer<^nt cafe had feme- 
thing particular in it, and ought not to be con- 
fidered as a mere empty form ; for it is imme* 
diately added, \\i2^ Stephen ^ who was oneofthem^ 
full of faith and power, did great ^ivt^nders and 
tniracleu This indeed b ^o'wer in the ilrift and 
proper ienfe of the word, and which in all'pro>« 
hakallk^ was cojafecred by the laying on gf hands* 
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raillery, only difcover thdr own folly and wtnt 
of jadgment, in makiag that the fnbjeA of 
thm/c$rn and riSttiU^ which in itfelf is nei- 
ther tantimptlUf nor ridicuhus, but when per- 
formed as it ought, is boA ureftiL and ho* 
nonrable, and tends to promote the happiaefs 
and good of fociety ; npon which account it maft 
be aclcnowladged, that the legiflatnre afted 
a very wife and prudential part» and confultcd 
the benefit and advantage of the nation, xa 
maUng foch a proviiion for the clergy, at 
(honld fet them above poverty and want, which 
would neceflarily expofe them tado fome thingi 
unworthy of their character, and beneath the 
dignity of their office. 

But then on the other band, if the cler« 
gy, forgetting their duty, and the nature o£ 
their office, ioftead of preaching peace, cha- 
rity and love, ftir up envy, ilrife and coi»* 
tentioQ amongft chriftiaus, they are then the 
mittifiers of fatan, and not preachers of the 
gofpel of peace. If inftead of inftruAing and 
teaching mankind their daty, their difcoutfes 
are full of fancied grandeur and power, and io- 
ftead of rsafiningy they rstni and raifg about 
government and authority i if they mifbehave 
themfelves in fo fcandalous a manner, and 
aA a part fo very difagreeabie to their cha* 
rafter and profeflion, it is no wonder that they 

meet 
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Met widi that (com and coDfempt which their 

oonduA To jaffly dder^es ; for, blefled be God ! 

the miftf of error and fuperfiition, which for^ 

nerly darkened and overfliadowed the land» 

are now waniOied and gone ; troth firems to 

have refamed her empre amongft the Tons 

of men; we no longer now are fond of a 

Bate of darkneis and ignorance, but a difpo- 

fidoB to a free and rational enquiry into the 

aamre and reafoa of things feems univerfally 

ID prevaiL The Englifi clergy have it na 

longer in thdr power, (wonld to God that 

none bad an inclination!) to abufe and de- 

Gcivft the people with their pious frauds^ and 

ut^scratid trumpery ; for they feem determined 

to make a proper nfis of their fiiicuhies, and 

&e that irith their own eyes, which none cao 

fi> well ice for them, and to ju^g and think 

for themfelvet (the indifpatable and malie- 

•able right of mankind, and which it is not 

in thdr own power to give away) in matters 

vdadng to their eternal falvation, in matters 

wUch concern none but themrelves,and where- 

ianoman'sjadgment cao be of any fervice to 

tbem, becauie they mod titxnzWy Jiand and 

fuU by thdr own* 

That the three orders of bijhops^ friefti and 
diocmu^ did obtain in the apoftolica^ ages, or 
were defigned to be continued in the fotnre, 

is 
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is fo far from beiDg ceruiD, that it is not 
even probable. The two latter we have al* 
ready accounted for ; but then it muft, I thioky 
be allowed, that the office of our deacons is 
vaAIy difTereDt from theirs ; fo that we have 
retained the bare name only, and given their 
office xp officers of our own choice and ap- 
pointment, I mean the churcb^wardem ; but if 
we rightly confider the nature andreaibn of the 
thing, the office of a hijhop feems to have no 
foundation in the holy writings^ or in tlie truly 
primitive praflice. 

When chriftiaoity was firft preached ior 
any particular place, and the apoftlet fub* 
Aituted one or more elders amongft the peo- 
ple, to teach and inftrnft their brethren, it 
muft befuppofed, that thefe peribos were beft 
ikillcd in tlie principles of our holy religion, 
and yet doubtlefs their knowledge was but 
comparatively fmall ; no wonder then that 
in matters of difficulty they (hould apply to 
the apoftles for their advice and diredtion, 
or if they had no opportunity of confulting 
them, or after their deceafe, that they (hould 
apply to fome particular elders of neighbour- 
ing churches, who, by their longer (landiDg 
in the church, by a greater acquaintance with 
the apoftles, or other intelligent chriftians, 
had attained to a fuperlor knowledge in ths 

prin- 
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prtociplcs of their rdi^on : but that they ap- 
ply to thefe, I mean the latter, under the na- 
tion of their bong a di£erent order of prions, 
or having fnperior powers, is a vain and filly 
.opinion: and yet doabtlefs this gave rife to 
the order of bilhops. Men are fond enoagh 
-of power and amhority, and deflrous of lord- 
ing it over thdr brethren; no wonder then 
that fome more ambitious than the reft, tho* 
perhaps left knowing, made a handle of this, 
and ofnrped a power, which neither God nor 
.nature defigned then; for when all infpira- 

• -tion ceafed, and one elder was upon a level 
.with another, what pofCble reafon can be af- 

ligned, why one (hould be obedient or fub- 

• jeft to another ? &ut fuppofe this was fo ori- 
^oally, and fo defigned by the apoftles, yet 
when one bilhop died, what became of the 
clergy ? I hope the bifliop did not bequeath 
them by will, as a man doth a flock of 
iiieep; it is very likely, in that cafe, that the 
people made choice of another to fupply his 
place, or that the clergy agreed arooDgd them- 
lidves, upon a proper perfon to prcfide over 
them, and fet him apart to that office by the 
hying on of the hands of the prejbytery ; but 
m either cafe, I fear, we have an inflance of 
perfons conferring a power, which originally 
was not in them. 

But 
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But before we clofe this account, it may 
not be improper to fettle the afFair of the dhim 
injUtutim of a gofpel miDiftry. 

Wc will therefore fuppofe, that it was the 
will of our Lord, and that will of bis ex- 
prefsly revealed in the holy writings, the only 
rule of our faith and obedience, that there 
ihould throughout the feveral ages of the 
world, be fuch officers as hijlybps,^ priffis^ and 
deacons^ in the chriAian church ; and this in 
a general fenfe may be called the divine in- 
ftitution of the three orders, in the very fame 
fenfe in which it may be faid, that the au- 
thority of princes is a divine inftitution : for, 
no doubt, it was equally his will, that for 
the general good and peace of fociety, and 
to prevent the ill effed^s of mens impiety and 
wickednefs, there (hould be fuch perfoos as 
princes and governors -^ for the powers that 
are, fays the apofile, are of God, and we 
are to be obedient to them for confcience 
fake. But then having granted it to be the 
will of our Lord, that there (hould be fuch 
officers in the chriftian church, yet how doth 
it appear that any power or authority was de- 
figned to be lodged in the hands of fuch 
perfons : there is nothing in the nature of the 
offices themfelves, which includes or compre- 
hends 
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heads any power of any kind whatever, ex- 
cept that the biihop mad be fuppofed to have 
Ibme power over the inferior clergy, but this 
is vaftly different from any imaginary power 
fiippoTed to be lodged in the clergy, over 
the laity: they are indeed to teach and in- 
ItruS them, but this argues neither power nor 
authority ; except we muftconfider them under 
the charaAer oi Jchool-imjiers that if the people 
will not be taught, they muft be corn^td 
and chajlifed. 

But fuppofe we advance a ftep farther, and 
grant all that can be defired of us, that fome 
powers of an odd unaccountable nature ^ neither 
fit or proper in themfelves, nor agreeable to 
the nature of the office, were defigned to be 
annext to the priefthood, then this fpirituai 
power hath the fame foundation^ and is ex- 
a£Uy tipon the fame footing, with temponil 
government, there being a divine inftitution of 
both powers alike; but who fhould be the 
particular per Tons with whom thefe powers 
Oiould be intruded, muft be left to the people 
to judge and determine, fo that at laft the 
power in both cafes is derived from the lords 
the people: for we may with equal reafoa 
fuppofe, that one king fhould hand down his 
power and authority to his fuccefTor, without 
the confent of bis kingdom, and fo on to 

the 
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the end of time, as that the prieAs, with- 
out the concurrence or confent of the peo- 
ple, Ibould bequeath theirs to whom they 
picafc. 

This account is not only agreeable to the 
nature and reafon of the thing, but likewife 
to the very conflituiion of our church itfelf, 
and the laws of the land. Is not his ma- 
jefly fupreme in all caufes^ and over all per^ 
fons^ tcclfiajlical as well as civil? Are not 
the powers which our clergy have, derived 
from him their fupreme head ? For it is he 
who makes bijhops^ who ordains them, and 
by their orders gives them thefe mighty powers 
which they are fo proud of: for except his 
majefty firft granted the ccngi dC eJUir^ what 
follows ccnfequent upon it would be but trt* 
fling and ineffi^ual', for the whole bench of 
bifhops without him are not able to create 
another, whereas he by his fdle aathority can 
do it without themi for all, excepting his 
choice and appointment, that is done, ought 
to be confideied, flrlAly and properly^ as no 
more than a mere form and empty pagean- 
try. Nay, we have had a late inftance, not 
only of his majedy's power to create, but 
even when created and conferred in all its 
due and proper forms, of the date's power to 
dcftroy this epifcopal p^wer. Is not bifhpp 

Jiteiburj 
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AttorhuTf a melaacholy and receot ioftancc 
of thb trath ? Was not his bifhopric taken 
away from him? His power to teach and 
kiftruA in the Byitijh dominioDS entirely de* 
Itroyed, all relation between him and his 
dergy diflblved, and all their obligations of 
obedience to him fuperfeded and cancelled ? 
Nay, I mnch queflion whether a deacQn% 
order^ granted by him in his prefent un- 
happy condition, would .be valid in Great 
Britain* 

And though our orator hath told us in his 
cnrioQS fennon« that ** no human laws can 
'** give a perfon a title to teach others/' yet 
if we advance a ftep higher, and review the 
comqion and well known cafe of Dr. Sacb^^ 
veriO^ that dear brother of his, both in his 
rcafeiiing and divinity, it wiH be very evi* 
dent, that though no human laws could give 
the dtle, they could take it away; which, 
by the way* is fomewhat ftraoge, that they 
ftonld have a power to defiroy, what they 
fcave none to create : the legiflature thought 
j^rppe^ to fufpend him for three years ; and the 
very fame power, if it had been agreeable to 
them, and if they had punilhed him equal to 
hb Crimea, might have done it for his whole 
life, have taken his orders from him, and 
hive entirely filenccd this authorized di^nfir^ 

VOL. I. K not- 



194 ^he Pillars of Priestcraft 

cotwithftandiog his pretences to a divine mi(i 
fiOQ and infiitution : but what need we re- 
cur to thefe particular inflanccs i It is« I thinky 
a principle univerfally acknowledged, that by 
the laws of the land, a clergyman may be 
degraded for fome crimes of a heinpus and 
particular nature ; and if a feotence of this 
or the like import (hould be pronounced againU 
him in a civil court, it would be altogether 
valid and effediual, though it (hould not pafs 
through any particular forms in u(e in the fpi-* 
ritual court.. 

Upon the whole, it appears impofCbIe» 
that any perfon, who is but tolerably acquaint- 
ed with the conAitution of our church, with 
the laws of the land^ and with the nature and 
end of an eccl^fiaftical miniflry, (hould ruo 
into any error concerning its divine infiicution, 
or whether any, or what powers ^are annexed 
to its refpeAive offices. 

Before I difmils this point, I de/ire that 
nothing which I have faid, may be underftood 
in fuch a fenfe as to fuppofe me to be an enemy 
to our ecclcfiallical conl^itution, or toepifcopacy 
in particular. With regard to the order of 
the priefthood, or the inferior clergy, I hare 
I think, fufficiently explained myfelf already s 
^Q which I beg leave to add| that I have a 

. areat 
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Perhaps ibme perfont may be furprizedy 
that in our accoont of the Inftitution of the 
ebriftian religion, i have taken no notice of the 
two £icraments of baptifm and the eiubarifti 
but thefe I have referved till laft, tAat we may 
make a more diflind and particular inqnirj in- 
to their nature, and the defign of our Lord in 
their inftitntion. 

It will be very eafily granted, and indeed 
I believe denied by none, that the author of 
our holy religion, had a right to appoint fome 
pofstivi inflitutions, which it is for that very 
reafon, (I mean, becauie inflituted by him) the 
duty of a chriftian to obferve : but then» u 
the obligation of our obedience in thefe in- 
fiances, is not founded upon the nature or 
reafon of things, there being no natural good- 
nefs, religion, or virtue in the aAions them- 
felves abftraQed from, and prior to, their in. 
fticution, but is refolvable entirely into the 
fole will of our Lord ; it is neceflary that we 
inquire into the nature, end, and defign of 
thefe inditutions, left we lay an undue flreft, 
and pay a greater veneration and regard to 
them, than was ever deflgned by our Lord. 

The mere anions themfelves, feparated frofll 
the circumftanccs, which^ according to ufage 
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md CofloiDy generally attend them, and which 
6ughc not to be conlidered as eiTential to 
tfaeffl» are oF a common indifferent nature; 
what is there in wafiing the hody^ or in eat^ 
ing triad and drinking wtmf Neicher good* 
n^ not' tirtne : wheo therefore thefe anions 
al-e adopted into our religion, and the per- 
formance of them required oJF chriAians, we 
are to carry our views farther, to conlider 
the nature and defign of the inftitutions, and 
what are tlie principal things fignified and 
reprefimted to us by thcfe ceremonies; it is 
this that we are cbiefij to attend unto, for 
Hbft tikere outward aftion was inftituted, and 
b^ierfbrmed, for the fake of that wlj^ which 
It fignifies and denotes. If therefore the thing 
fignified is fnffidently attended unto, and re- 
garded by us, we do, I think, anfwer the 
great end and defign of the inflitution, though 
we omit the outward aflion. Thos, for in- 
Aance, we are to eat bread and drink wine 
in remembrance of our fa?iour, and of liis 
body broken like bread, and his blood poured 
forth like wine, for the remiflion of our 
fins ; bnt if this be done as well and effec- 
tually (and without all difpute it may) with- 
out the performance of the outward material 
adion, is not the end and defign of our 
Lord in the inftitntion of this ordinance, as 
well and eficftoally anfwered, as ^tb it : I 

K3 ^1 
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fay this, not that I think, that if it is the 
exprcfs Will of our Lord, that thefe oBtward 
adioQs (hould be performed, we may difpenfie 
with our obedience, and refufe the performance 
cf them ; but to abate and take off that un- 
due Arefs which perfons place upon the mere 
actions themfelves : and if we make a Rti€k 
and narrow enquiry into this affair, I donbt 
not it will appear, that chrifiians generally 
lay a greater Hrefs upon thcfe ceremonies, 
than our Lord himfelf did, or ever defigned 
they (hould : for it is not at all improbable^ 
that our Lord infiituted them, frindpalj and 
ihefy^ in compliance with the temper of the 
Jews, the ceremonial part of whofe religioQ 
he having entirely abolifiied, he knewit wooldf 
be almoft impofTible, to prevail upon that 
people to accept of a new ]nAitution> fo con- 
trary to ihe'r rormer, that (hould be perfeftly 
fimple, and without any rite or ceremony 
whatever; for we find, rjotwithdanding the 
inftiiution of the two facramenis, how fondly 
tenacious they were of the law of Mfei^ and 
that they would have impofed the obfervancc 
of it on the chriAian converts, infomuch that 
the apoAles found it necefTary'to comply . 
with this froward temper of theirs in other ? 
more mateiial inflaaces^ 
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" Thtis innch is certaiD and undeniable, that 
Otir Lord took the two facramentsi from the 
Jews: baptifm is allowed by ail oiir bcft 
Writers, to have been in ufe amongft them, 
vhich cuftom of theirs, is Dr. 'ff^aU'% chief 
'and ■ principal argument for inunt-bapufra. 
That the feafl of tl.'. Tapper, with all the 
iQinute particular circumftances attending it, 
were taken from the cuftom and ufage of 
the Jews, in their religious fcafts ; that iha 
farticolar appointment of bread and. wine for 
this facred repaft, the method of their being 
CDolecrsted, the breaki^ig the bread, the. dif* 
tribotioQ of it to the company, the gi^ng 
thanks, and lafliy, the fingbg a pfalm or fpi* 
ritual fong} that thefe were fereraliy taken 
from the cuAcrms and ufages of the Jews, will 
appear plain and evident to any Who will 
give themfelves the trouble of reading Mr, 
CcAvfn*s account of the JewiOi feafis. Upon 
-thefis accounts it fecms not improbable to fap* 
pofe, that our Lord's chief end and dcfrg* 
in the Inftitution of ihe facraments, was, as 
I hinted above, in compliance with the temper 
of the Jews, and to recommend chriftiani- 
ty to them, by making it more agreeable to 
the Jewish inflitution, and to ihcir cermontal 
temper and difpofiiion. 

K4 . . k 
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It is very certain, however, that neither 
our Lord, nor hit apoftles, laid any great ftrefr 
apon the facraments : baptifin fecasft to be 
mentioned by them only in fajfuni^ and w« 
never find the obfervance of the fupper re* 
commended by him or his apoAles, as ne« 
cefliiry to falvation, or as what in any pair^^ 
ticular manner was required of chriftians. As 
to the former, as oor Lord never gave any parti* 
cnlar dlreAions concerning it, the cnllom of the 
Jews mnft, I think, be neceffiirily fuppoTed 
to be the rnle of chriftian baptifm, with whooit 
as it was cnftomary to bapdze their profelytet 
onlyy it is not at all improbable, to fnppofe 
it to be agreeable to the will of onr Lord, 
and coofiftent with the original defign of the 
inftitution itfelf (which doubtlefi was to make 
a diftinftion between a chriftian and a gentile) 
that the ufe of it (hould be * difcodtinned, 
when a whole people and nation became 
chriflians ; for if the root is holy, fo are the 
branches. 



♦ This matter ia fct in a very clear light by the 
aothor of 'Du Wall's hiflory of infanNbaptifm 
improved, prioced in the year 1709, an author of 
indifpntable learning, and good fenfe. Vid. alfo 
Mr. Em^yt*% pevioui qneflion, which, in fome parts 
•fit, foms unanfwerable, 

Al 
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As for the facrament of the Topper, h dock 
by no meaM appear, that oar Lord kid that 
flreft upon h, which hii foilofwers hare doo* 
fioce; the notioB of the corporeal preibicet 
wbkh obtained in the early ages of the churchy 
(which doobtleis was a coatrivaoce of the 
priefts, in order to promote their own powcr^ 
and adfaoce Iheir office aod order 10 the o^« 
aion of the people) was what £rft gave rife to 
the oanifeft abufe and perrerfioa of the nature 
aod defiga of this refigjous feaft. 

It doth not appear, from its original mfli- 
tmion, from any part of the holy writings, or 
die «atiire of the feaft itfelf, that it was the 
wtU or defign of oar Lord, that the admini- 
ftradoQ of it (hould be confined to the pritfl'- 
i«M/. As onr Lord left this affair ondetermin- 
cd, nor ga?e os any particular directions con- 
cerning it I the cofiom and ufage among the 
Jews, from whom the iollitution itfelf was 
taken, ought alone to determine this matter, 
I mean, what ts eflcntial to it ; and it is cer- 
tiin, that the mafter of the houfe, or any 
Other indifierent perfon, prcfided in their re- 
lipons feaft ( he confecrated the cup and the 
kead, and gave thanks. And what reafon 
can be affigned why this feaft (hould not be 
performed in the fame manner? What bin- 
K 5 dcrs, 
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dLT?, uhen any number of chridians arc met 
togtrLhci-> that they may not eat and drink iq 
remL-mbrance of Chiift, and that any one of 
the number may not confecrate the elements 
and return thanks ? And this fecms to have 
been the practice amongft the primitive chrl- 
fiiifis In the apofloUcal ages, according, to the 
account which we have in the holy writings, 
who feafted in this religious manner as oft 
almoft as they met together : neither, by any 
thing which appears, did they apprehend it. 
neceflTary, that thefo feafls Qioold be confined 
to the place of their religious alTemblies, or 
confecrated churches, or that their teacher 
fliould prefide over them, though it is not im- 
probable to fuppofe, that when their teacher 
was one of the number, they paflTed the com- 
pliment upon him in defiring him to confe* 
crate the bread and wine, and return thanks j 
(in like manner as is ufual amongft us, whenr 
any clergyman happens to be in company with 
us at our common meals, for the maftcr of 
the houfe to defirc him to crave a bleffing and 
return thanks) and from hence it is not un- 
likely, came the cuflom of their teachers coa- 
i^anily officiating at thefe religious feafls, till at 
laft for the reafons above-mentioned, they 
thought fit to deny this power to the laity, and 
confine it to their owq order. 

9 Having 
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Having now fiolfted nj zz'.n.z^i of tr< '.»ri- 

gio and future of the cri.fi^a ;Lf >b* ot, 7- i 

of the office of ihc pr:t^:;.'-;vf, s: / .'••'; 

oppofcd to Mr. -5*5, I Itirt •: t «',;•? ". . : ' 

whofe is mod agreeable ?«> \ht ^yK'\ - ;v v; 

and reafon of thingi. iv r-t pv ■'. 

iiitution of chriftiarjr'v, to ♦!• fi '-.',•..'•••.*;'.-. \: 

the church of £«f-ii«5'', sr-.^ r.^: '*-.:V // r?-:- 

kind. P'or fowc rtsifc^: J i-.^r %v* ••',■•••, 

proper to fabjo-n irsy tir-r «.• .'.'if-. ; • v. .;;• , 

as on the one hL:;i, I r.^vr r.v ••* v. :,:■;. •> 

imagine* that my czn'-e -a'^'. : r.--<t >'t, ' •' *• y 

fervice to the caafc -ht.vi-s i ;r» -i'.vtjif.' , :\^ 

on the other hard, i irj fs; vos-; •• •.■;; 

thaiit woold dohaij d.Jcr^i'.c c^: ^/''./til 



• •*• 



I have only fsrrhtr toc/lftrrt tS*! if .'.Tr- /;. 
will apprize nic of hiv:^ ^Ir.sr 'hro:;;?. •i^'i 
cr inadvcrteLCC OBi'.t-tc'j i:.y rr;--'*risl 5r:;...r.if.t 
of his, or that is ar.y c:rl of :,j: perfo.-Tiixt, I 
have r^fgleCtsd to r vc ;.:: ".:;'' r^ir;^: :r.-.:; j :;'t 
weight (v.h:ch r.-a; .vo: be 1:; froL>:/,: :; v. 3 
conCder he T- c:t d .'tr-i.c c: i.r.s Lrrr-.vccri :h3 
pubiiihlrig of hi» fc:rr.'^r, sr.i :hc fen Jing ih'.:':; 
rtmaiiis to the prt':, he ::-; p,:*i!'.r part of 
which was takcTi up by .Tvre rjccerir;. t- .i-r/.r.-; 
I f..y, if he 'A'i'i ippr'zc .t..; vlx'cA, 1 • .re 
hiT., th.t \ will '.ai-.c i more crcuratc rtv-e •■ of 
th; argciLtLt, atd will ccnfj;,! hi; piltwifiis 
K 6. ;u 
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Acts XVIII. 14, tg. 

Jhd uhen Paul was now ab'^ut to open hit 
mouth f Gallio /aid unto the Jews^ If it ivefe 
a matter of wrongs or wickid Lwdnefs^ O 
ye Jews, reafcn would that TJhould hear with 
you : but if it hi a queflkn of words and 
names ^ and of your law^ hok ye to it; fr 
I will be nojudgi offuch matters^ 

TH E crime which the Jews here laid 
againft St. P^ul^ and for which they 
bronght him before Gallio^ was 
* blafpbemy againft their religion, affirming^, 
that the religion eftabliftied by the la^u v/as 
now no longer obligatory, and profefii!}-^ a 
religion different from that^ and pcrfuadlng 
others to embrace //. For thus they rcpre- 
fent the cafe to Gallioy ^t the J3th \Qxk, fay- 
ing^ this fellow perfuadtth men to wcrjhip God 
contrary to the law. To which accufation the 
apoftle was going to reply; but Galio prevented 
andfaved him that trouble, and put an end 
to their pleadings on both fides, by dccL.ring 
at ooce, that the.caic did not come before 
him, nor fall under his cognizance. 



* A^s ivi. 13, 14* 
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Galiuf(gidunt9 the Jiwi^ &c. 

This chapter b the ooly plice ol 
tnre) where ve find any meotioii n 
CalU9 \ but from the accooot which \ 
meet with of his behayiour apon thit 
fiOD, as well as from the charafler whic 
writers have giTcn us of hho, we may 
conclnde, that he was a mao of gr« 
door and humanity, as well as a wife a 
creet magiftrate. 

He was the Roman prapfeft of Aa 
confular province under Auguftm ; and 
ther of ^eneca^ who gives him this cba 
* that he was a man of a fweet tempei 
verfally beloved, free from all vicesi ai 
greateft hater of flattery. Tacitus f alfo 
mention of him to his advantage, and 
gives him the fame tefiimony %, 

* Solebam tibi dicere, Gallionem flratrea 
(queiD Rcmo non parum amaty etiam qu 
plus non poteft) alia vttia non nofle» ho< 
(viz. adulationctn) odifie, ab omni illmn pi 

taili Nemo enim mortaiium ani tam da 

quam hie omnibus, \£c% Stmc. Nat* S^MiJ 
Initio* 

f Anna]. 1. 15. 

} Auc dulcem generafle Gallione.ii. 
Syl*varum\. 2. CenethliaiifnLMCati* 



Dirarcsr'^ bc^^. 



f%CtWKsiSttiBSt '^-JL. I'JBar. Im<'*- 'C^v-. 

pncesiisd fras. s^.tjutj ei. icj:: :.'-i^"s«iw 

for xzjk is. am ::^ft^ : ...*"/# 

was wiij bobf -•:::: *.«^ . -* :-# « - 
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me, and hear with patience what y 

to fay. I Ihould then be obliged by tl 

of my place, to take cognizance of yc 

ter. But if it be a que li ton ofiLOrds^ an 

end of yjur law. If the cntrove^j 

fcems to me, be, not about civiK bi 

cus matters: as about the wc d whi 

preached, and the truth oF that tvt 

whether it be agreeable to your law ; ( 

namrs of diffv:rcnt fcfls in religion, and 

founders j as whether the name of 

or ( briji btlongs to t*^ar ,'rjus whc 

prrachcs, and what app;.IuUioa is to 

to his followers ; or about the ftnfe an 

^3gof thofe prophecies which Pattl z 

Chriji : or if the difpuce relates to 

and ceremonies of your law^ as whei 

iumcifion be fliil in force, and all 

unctrcumcijii are out of God's favoni 

if the matter about which yoa an 

riance be concerning your mtfftah^ wl 

and what is agreeable, or contrary 

lavu^ or any thing elfe of. this kin( 

U it. Make it up among yonrfelv^s, 

pute as long as you pleafe. about i 

will bi no judge of fucb matters^ 1 1 

of my bufincfs to determine fuch 

Thefe things no way afFeft the pui 

and quiet i which it is my duty to t 
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^1 nor do they make any one guilty of any 
<xia\fi againil: the taw of the land. 

And this was a wife anfwer. and (hewed, 
that he was well acquainted with the nature 
and extent of his office \ and he was too good 
a man. to lift himfelf in any party, and to 
abufe the power which was lodged in his hands, 
by applying ic to purpofes foreign to the origi- 
|ial defign of it, and executing urath upon them 
Vfbo bad dam no tviU 

The words thus opened, naturally lead me 
to treat of l//r nature and extent of the off!, e 
of fie civil magiflrate. And bccaufe this ii 
t fubjeA, which would take up more timei 
than 11 ufually allowed upon fuch occafions ai 
this ;-I fluU confine myfelf to that dijiinSf'ion 
which Galiio here makes between matters of 
a clv.l and a religious nature ; between the 
afiairjB of civil gavmiment, and thofc of rer 
Ugion. Tht former^ he lays claim to, as fal- 
ling under bis cognizance, and belonging to 
his jurifdi^iian : but the latter^ he difclairas, 
as wholly foreiga to his ^f^, and what, he had 
nothing to do with. 

This difference httwc^R civil g'^v^rnmeni and 
Fcligion, IS what I ftiall endeavour to illuftrate 
ajui .confirm> and to fettle the j.uft bounds 

ihaj 
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that lit between the one and the other. And 
this I (hall do, by confideriog difiioAly what 
the end and defign of civil gtvernmtnt is, and 
what is that of nligicn. 

I. Then let ns confider tbi gni^ni difign $f 
avilgivernmifii. 

It is plain, that avil gdvtmmetn wu infti^ 
tuted for the preferTation and adTancemeot of 
men's civii interefts, for the better fecurity of 
their lifes, and liberties, and external pofleffions* 

Men foon became fenfiblc of the necef- 
fity of civil gwcmmcnt, for thefe ends, frooni 
the inconveniencies they faffered by a pmatc 
life independent on each other. Fei* in fnch 
a ftate, nnlefs every man wonld keep t!riAly 
to the rules of juftice and equity, which the 
pravity of human nature, and long experience 
forbid us ever to hope for i the weak would 
become a prey to the ftrong, every one would 
lie at the mercy of him that was mightier 
than himfelf, and the world would be full of 
fraud and injuftlce, cruelty and oppre^on. 

No fooner did mankind begin to multiply, 
and to contraA new relations and new de- 
ties but their interefts interfered with one 
another, and gave rife to thofe wrongs aod 

injuries 
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inJDrief which daily incretfed in the world, and 
qaickly moved men to enter into jiiiUfes, for 
the nocaal fecnrity and defence of their per- 
fint and properties, both againft violence from 
abroad, and rapine and fraud at home. For 
fhefis ends and p^rpoksj focieiies were at firft 
erefted, and grounded upon the mutual com- 
paft and agreement of thofe who entered into 
them, to ftand by, and aflift each other, both 
againft foreign violence, and domcftic wrongt. 
To repel the frjl of thefe, there mnft be 
external force and ftrength, which confift in 
arma, riches, and multitude of hands; the 
remedy of the $ihfr^ lies in vnfe and whole- 
Tome laws, agreed upon by the fodety ; and 
the care of i$tb is, by common confent, com- 
mitted to the civil magifirati^ who is more- 
over armed with the force and ftrength of 
ail his fobjeAs, in order to put thefe laws in 
execution *• 

From this brief account of the nature and 
deGgn of civil government ^ it plainly appears, 
that the proper bufinefs of the magijhate is 
to prefer ve the external peace of the worlds 
and the temporal good of the community over 
which he prefides; to protect every man in 

* Letter cfnceming toleration* Mr* Locke's worh, 
V. II. p. 249, 

his 
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liisjuft right and property; to fee that ^-ly^ 
man go ieycndy and defraud his brother in any 
wutter^ or do any wrong of aoy kind to his 
neighbour ; and to this end, to inili£t proper 
puniflimcnis, and \ execute ura-b upon them 
that d'j tv'.l\ to rellrain and chaAife thofe who 
arc unruly, who tranfgrefs the laws, and vio- 
late the ri{;hts of others; who are guilty of 
any of thofe rin«» which are injurious to the 
y^f/e'/^, which diAuib the peace and quiet of 
the govantnent^ and endanger mens lives and 
properties; fuch as fraud, injuflice, and op- 
prcflion, lyinj; and perjury, theft, murder, adul- 
tery, and the like. 

All thcfe fall under the cenfure and cog- 
nizance of the civil magijlrate \ and it is bis 
office and bufincfs to rtftrain men from fuch 
outrages as thcfe, by bringing the offenders to 
condign punifliment. 

But then it is to be confidered, that thcfe 
tranfgrcflions are fubjeft to be puniflied by 
the civil magiflrate in a civil fenfe or capa- 
city only, and not in a religious one. The/ 
fall under his cognizance, as they are injuri- 
ous to mens civil interefts, and defiruftive of 
the good order and government of the world j 

• I Thcf. iv. 6, f Rom. xiii. 4. 

and 
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flBd not as they have an inhercDt tu^-pituilc 
in them, aod are immoralalcs and tianQ'icT- 
iioDS of r he divine law : for in that ctpaci^y, 
I conceive, they are out of the ma^iiiratc't 
power, and not cognizable before any count 
of hum£D judicature. 

The not obferving this dijUnSlion has in* 
trodnced no fmall con^u/ion in this fubjcdt. 
For fince the fame anions, which arc viola- 
tions of the divine Lw^ Site al fo picjudicial 
to human Jaciety^ and fo many breaches of 
the fuhlic fcact a^d quitt ; hence it has been 
thought as much the 9na^ijlrate\ duty to pre- 
vent the om as the other^ and that religion was 
as much bis care and concern as dvii govern' 
Jttent. 

Whereas, in truth, if the ill influence which 
thefe vices have upon the peace and wclfart 
^f human feciety^ cou\d be feparated from their 
immoraUtyy and their being tran/greffions of the 
laws of Gsd, the magijirate could have no- 
thing to do with them ; his buftnefs being no- 
thing elfe but to preferve the public peace end 
quiet ^ and to procec): men in their civil rights 
and properties^ and to take no other notice of 
theaftions and behaviour of his fubjefts than is 
aecelTary to this end. 

But 
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Bat becanfe fach t fquration is ifnpoffibIe» 
and thofe vices which are fo many tranjgnjr 
fimi 9f God*s lawsj have alfo a nataral ten* 
deocy to iojure onr neighbour in his dvil /»• 
ttreftt^ and to diflnrb the g9od ordtr and g9* 
vtrnment of thi w9rU; (it being hard to in* 
ftance in any vice, which does not Ibme way 
or other» immediately or remotely, do this i) 
therefore it unavoidably happens, that the jm- 
giftratg^ in the due execution of his office, 
does indire^ly intermeddle with reiigfon* I (ay 
inJirg^fyj becaufe religion is not his proper 
biijtfufsf nor ought he dinGfy to intend it 
in the execution of his office. For THAT 
I (ball fhew is the care and concern of a 
bigher pcwir, and is to be promoted by rewards 
and puniflunents peculiar to iifclf, and fetched 
from another world. 

But though we cannot aAually feparate the 
ill influtnci any vice has upon ^ifcdtiy we 
live in, from its being a tranfgreffi^ •ffmm 
Jivlw law ; yet in our minds we may mate 
this feparatxon, and conlider every vice as a 
mixed adion, as a trangrei&on of the laws 
sfman^ and of the laws of God. In the fir/t 
capacity only, it is fubjeA to bwaan judi" 
catures ; in the ftcmd^ it is cognizable only 
before the tribunal of btavm* As it is a 
4 matttr 
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jnaiur tf wrongs or wickid Inudmfs^ i. <• at 
it is an injury to any private perfbo, or a^ 
breach of the public peace, it is certainly the 
maglftrati^ ^uty to retrain and punifh ir» 
- As it is a tranfgreffion of the rules of mo« 
rality and virtue, of any of the laws of na- 
ral or revealed religion, it is equally certain 
that it belongs only to the Jupreme law^ 
giver, even God himfelfj to exa£l an account 
of it. 

For this reafon, bccaufe vice and wicked- 
ncfs are punifhablc by the civil magijlratt only 
upon a civil account, fins are differently efli- 
mated and iadiiFerenily puDifhed by hhtnan^ 
and by divine laws. Human laws make an 
eftimate of fins from the damage they do to 
private perfons, or to the publick good, and 
infliS the greateft punifhment upon thofe fins 
which are moft injurious in this refpeft. For 
there being no ftanding law of God, which 
has annexed any civil punifhment to any fin, 
(if, perhaps, we may except murther) this is 
the only rule the magijlrate has to direft him 
in his punifbing offenders. And therefore, if 
there be any fins wherein the fociety is no 
way concerned, which it neither feels, nor is 
affedled with, the magijlrate has nothing to 
do to punifh them. And even thofe fins, 
which in their own nature, are prejudicial to 

VOL. 1. L tsi^tv^ 
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mens civil interr/ls, . if they could be fo dr* 
CDmnaotiated^ as to do no prejudice to waj, 
nor to have any ill influence upon the wel- 
fare of focicty ; they could not« in thofc in- 
(lances,^ be the proper fubjeA oi civil pwii/ih 
ments. Nothing is fo, but what does feme' 
way or other injure a private perfon, or the 
public weal. Confequently, fecret iatentions 
and defigns of wickednefs^ if they never break 
out into a6V ; treafonable thoughts^ rebellions 
wiflies, and feditious purpofes, can never be 
liable to civil punifliments. Nothing but evert 
aSfst whereby the fccieiy^ or any member of 
it, a£lually fuffers, or is brought into danger 
of fufTering, can lawfully be puniflied by the 
civil magijirate. 

But with regard to the laws ef Gcd^ the 
cafe is far otherwife. Hi takes an eftimate 
of our fins by other meafures, from thofe de- 
grees of light aod knowledge againft which 
the offence was committed, and often punifhe? 
thofe (jQS mod, which are lead^ or not at 
all, cenfured by the civil powers. Thus an" 
ger and revenge, with him is murthir^ and bijl, 
ful thoughts and defires^ adultery ; and the de- 
termined will and intention of committing any 
fin, with him, amounts to the fin itfelf, though 
through fear, or (hamc, or want of oppor- 
tunity, it was never aflually committed. And 

thofe 
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tliofe fins which the civil mjgijha'e does not 
pnni(h, becaufe they do not prejudice mcn*5 
xivil in'erefisj do yet render men highly guilty 
before God, and will be feverely accounted 
for: fuch as covetournefs, pride and vain 
boaftxDg ; fenfuality and voluptuoufnefs : mur- 
muring and difcontent ; furlinefs and ill na- 
ture ; difrefpeA to fuperiors, and ingratitude 
to benefactors s envy and malice i calumny 
iind detraflion ; fraud and circumvention ; I 
lay, thefe, and numberlefs other inftancesi 
which human laws can take no hold oF, can 
neither punifh the finner, nor prevent the fin, 
«re exprefly condemned by the laws of God, 
And have fevere penalties annexed to them. 
And other actions there are, v/hich though 
jaflly puniftiable by the civil powers^ are In 
their own nature guiltlefs, and do not difplcafe 
Gft/, but by being tranfgreffions of that general 
'aw, of paying all due obedience to thoj'e whcm 
k has fit wer us. 

To which we may farther add, that cii- 
minals may fatisfy the law, and fo {land clear 
before human judicatures, and yet remain as 
guilty before God as ever; and on the con- 
trary^ they may have made their peace with 
God, and procured his pardon, and yet be 
equally guilty in the eye of the law, and equally 
liable to civil punifhment. 

L 2 From 
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From all which, it is abundantly evident, 
that the end and defign of civil givernmentf 
is wholly taken up with the care of men's 
avil rights^ and confequently, that the office 
of the civil magiftrate^ is confined to this 
tm things and that religions matters, ai fucby 
He ont of the verge of his power. But if 
this wants any further light, it will receive it 
from what comes next under our conlideratioo, 
and that is, 

II. The end and defign of religion. 

Though religion is a great friend to civil 
gwemment^ and the pradice of the duties 
which that eojoiDS, tends very much to our 
prefent happinefs, and makes this world a 
much more eafy place than it would be with- 
out it ; yet all this is but remotely the efFcfl: 
of rellgicn^ and makes no part of its main and 
fiincipal defign. 

Religion^ in a true and proper fenfe, and 
as the word itfelf imports, is an obligatioa 
upon us to God^ and was deilgned to recom- 
mend us to God^ and fecure an intereft ia 
his favour, by performing acceptable fervice to 
blm^ and doing thofe things which are well 
plcafing in his fight. 

And 
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blV} and are oot formed into a civH JlaU^ 
For rJig.'on^ as I before laid, is traafaAed 
between God, and a asn*s f\f^ and equally 
obliges us at all times, and in all places, ia 
folitude as well as fociety, under whatever 
gtvirrmeit we live, or whether we live under 
i:ny at all. And that which noakes rdighui 
%v:\p:ip mofl acceptable to Gsdy is open to 
t.is view alone, as ke is a difctrner of the 
bea*t ; and that is ftncerity and integrity^ the 
w.rfp'p that is in Jpirity and in truth. Th!a 
rji^ien took place before /ri-?e//Vj were erefted, 
an J is cf .nn cUer dr.te ihr.n any chll ejfa- 
h.'jfjmchts^ as well as of a di^ennt origin. It 
comTicnced the moment wc were created : it 
is contemporary with human nature, and be- 
gan with the race of man, though it came 
wot from the will and inveniion of man ; 
but is grounded upon the will and Jaw of 
C-W, who fcts men in the dark, has in bis 
hands reward?, and punifhrncnis, and power 
enough to call to account the proudeft of- 
fender. \i htx%:i% ccmwonw al:hs wtTQ found- 
ed, and gcvernment ixi{\\i\M^& long after, by thp 
will and invention of man, and for quite other 
reafons, and different ends. 

In this fiate cf naiwe, I mean before the 
innilution of civil govfrnm nt^ teliglon^ as iK 
IQlated ;o QJ ^lone, h^d ugi other hold upoix 
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.ineo^ but from the fear and reverence of G^^ 
and was a perfefl ftranger to all hmman power, 
and outward force; and every one embraced 
ibai religion^ which either his own rea/on dic- 
laied, or revtlation difcovered to him, and had 
a right of ordering for himfelf the external 
circutnfiances of religious worjlnp. In all thefe 
things^ .every one was left to his own li- 
berty, and was accountable to none but G'.d. 
In this flate, no man whatever could require 
me to conform to his judgment in religious 
matters, nor could I require him to conform 
to w/'.Y. Bat if any man out of charity to 
my foul, and becaufe he believed himfelf to 
be in the right, had a mind to bring me 
over to his opinion, he mud convince me by 
proper arguments, that he was in the right, 
and I in the wrong; but muH ufe no outward 
fierce or compuffion of any kind; and that for this 
plain and fhort reafon, amongfl others, becaufe 
the care of every man's own foul which is the 
whole concern of religion^ belongs to himfelf 
alone, and is to be left to himfelf; and to ufe 
zny force or violence here, is not only unjuft, but,, 
as (hall beihewn^ wholly ufelefs and infigoifkant.. 

This was the cafe of ;v//f/V« in zftateofna 
fure. Let us next fee, whether any alteration 
was made in this cafe by the injli ution of civ.l 
government* 

L 4. "^Q^^i 
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.How fiDce thofe 'wrongs and injuries whiclr 
men daily received from one another, and 
which firft mpved them to enter into focietw^ 
did not aflTeA their nUgUn^ b^t their lives^ 
and liberties, and goods ; it follows^ that when 
tbcy waved their natural freedom^ and com- 
bined together, they did not at aU. f^bmlt 
themfelves in religious maturs to the \rill of 
the civil magiftraU^ as they fubmitted^ thcfr 
perfons and properties to bo di^pofed of by 
binty for the obtaining the end oH-fuiity^ the 
mutual defence and prefervation of one ano- 
ther. Men might, and did Ailt retain their 
natural freedom in nliglous matters, very con- 
fidently with all the ends of civil gevermnenty 
^^I'hich oblige them to give up their natural 
ricriit ill other things. For there is this le- 
m.i:kable and efltntial difference between mens 
chil or tempo: al^ and their riUgious or fpi-- 
ritual rights, that the farmer are alienable.^ 
and may, by their own confcnt, be rcftrain- 
ed, or remitted in fome cafes, for the bener 
fecurit^y of tbem in others : but the latier^ their 
religious or fpiritual rights are their unaliembli 
property, in which they cannot be reflrain- 
ed, and which they cannot give up in any 
cafe, -or upon any account whatever. Mea 
cannot abandon the cnre- of .their (buls, as 
tbcy may that of their bodies and eftates, and 

blindly 
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Bliodly leave i: to the m-i^.lirzvt v^ yt^\uuB 

y7hMt faiih or worlbip the)' fluJ: ^.miA^^ 

Tor befldes that the care of e^ery »ai; •. fv-: 

belongs to hlmfelf, ]K'jzuk rutry »a^ c/ ^i 

rtk^ ^w «■ a:cQUr.i cf '^twjetf ip 0'^ *'v*< 

xiT. 12. And the oatBre uf rti.jjj'r *. ' -'.' , 

u makes k a firifr perivra! dyy ^;^' vui'/* m' 

vpoo every man; aiid w\tk\K^:' '/ *•,<. / v} 

is doDe» muft be tw^ tn ^^u'l? »«% t U^^ 

hefidei this, we cainjot, K ^^ wv<j.'\ 'at:. 

fbrm oor fiith to tht i'Az'.^ *r ^if/tf.^', «u« 

BcEeve jait as he lrt!;rvn «i<f x^.'muU t^ cc 

Bms fb; Bor cac h rre^ yji^iv-. w <«i^'/ . 

iqxn aoy acconot, t:. ',ofr > y v.i«f.. ^^r a;,:m v«^ 

any thicg in religiw., •:.-■ i^ "/tiUitty v. */w 

Jadgmenty and the jL-v%-:r y^^'W^',^^ -y .^u» 

miods; to pro&ft fcr: iryi., t^t:-^- w« m.v^*. 

to be a wror-g fii :., vf f*.i« Cv'^r.*.* ^i.<j 

toworffiip God aft-r s-.m *>?^' M«»i.t^.i 11.^4. 

tliat which ttr :,'x*'.*:;--f •'. v *:-'-ft *^;u4^.^u. 

to the divine v'::i. jt •i^^f*. lick'Uit, ^4 ,.^,, 

birither give, nor '>.: -'.'Atji -.J-.y u.,^ ... 

tBoiriiy over cittr v^«'.^.v.t, ir-f -.u w^ r^, 

ait th(em to asr o*.*:f roi*:f . o-i- '^^^ t.^ ^^^ 

ewareafca. Atid 'i^v^v:*. 'i*«, //.4*////«/4 ***,/j.ji 

not to fcCft rp^ i^^rffxtv^ /.-///^ M /*/v'4/«. 

naturr, with tfc/iir wav *«« «*44t«i \i.* fft,,.t„tt 

mtnt^ or exercJlt liH /ifw«r ji|.^ j»iirt>w-,iy 4,^4^^ 
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This will quickly appear, by takicg a view 
of the chief aad pilucipal parts of ttli^ion, ■ 

To begin then with morality an4 vhtite^ 
vhich though nphapplly diflingui/bed from r<-^ 
li^ion, are the chief and main t^q^s \irhcre« 
in it confifls. Thefe are fouoded in tbQ Cter^ 
Dal and immutable nature and reafdb of thic^at 
whereby (bme things ate evidently fii, aa4 
others as. evidently unfit to be doi^, who- 
ever the cofifequence of them be here. Thit. 
being plainly the nature of things ax^ ther^. 
being this eflential diiference betwe^ thenu, 
we juQIy conclude it to be the uilicf God^ 
who made us what we ace, zxA puts tbi^ 
difference between fome tbipga and others^^ 
%bat we (bould obferve this di£&rence in our 
a£tioQ3. And herein we are to be dkeQedb 
by our own reafon, or confcience 5 which i». 
nothing elfe but the opinion or judgment o£ 
our mifid. concerning the moral pravity or roc-. 
litude of our own adiions, for the condnft. 
of which wi arc. accountable tq.,(/#^.aloQcu . 

If then. I be fati&fijed in my own mind^ o£ 
tjie Inwfulnefs or unlawfulnet of any aflion.;. 
and do« or forbear it upon that perfuafion ^ 
the civil magiftraie has ho right to lay any, 
rpi^r.^im. ujgon me in this cafe, becaufe hQ 

judges, 



judges met:* he XL :-t v-vri . Tv' v^j* r-i<i - 
conTusocc Is xi3 n t :^ u^vj^^ ^.' -^..'^ 
fore • m mcz'^ Ls-^^^ h-'^.t «r.' «,- .>t: f /' 
i/ amfb:T memz tz^J-sm.-. ^ :,- .; i. ' . . -.- - - 
as ihefe. cscrj -jis -a.ul ^^t"^ ' - ' /, 
and u^ GHc t> lift :'i--: : -'^.^u^.: . . v.- 

mst icj r-jsT.r' '^f '.-' '^ 9* '. ...'^ .^ ..i,0^ \ 

laTftde ITT? cr«?': "r^^- v '* ■ - . • -^ ;.^< 

/^ ^e&u^ *"r; '-.*- ■ • i- >'-*^ ■> -- 

rdigii^ Ut rf-^.rij'.s- •..-. • -^ v- *. 

ok/ /.#«fr,'. E* v:: - -. *-" • i' - '*' 

panifiaeii. Si.'t '.ir^ -.it r.-- . .^r 

a rr /^»r, ii • r>v:- i . -. '. * ' ■ '- 

af a J.«irr?-r-^ r- r r .•. -' '' ^"' , 

If «C ^kcC •^/j"^ .-». Ifjt <' -^ V ./ 
fcr #^ d-Jt^^fst: 'J', r:. I,*: V ' ■•-' ' / 

halt Toe, «*er% tf^i-.:. m-i 

iSt thr&kv t© it '^liit ini'-. •>•>•. z-' r '- --f . 
a^ masser, afi^K: i ^^r**!.'*.'-'.'. 

1 C 
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do to interpofe in this cafe, to apply f9rm 
cf any kind^ to briog than over to afty ptr^ 
ticular perraaiion. This is plainly foreign l^- 
his office, and' ftepping beyond the bonnd? 6f 
his dnty. The peace and quiet, add fpcA 
order of the fcaety^ are the mly points Wlllcif 
he is to take care of; and lince tbefe art 
as coofiflent with mens holding Sffirnt'^^^ 
nions^ in rjtligion^ as they are with their ^btnig- 
of different fentiments in other matters \ tlie 
magiftraie is no more concerned tp intermeddle* 
in religioui difputes^ than he is in tbofi, ofpbiU^ 
fofhy, kw, or pby/ic. 

Indeed, if men hold any. opinions in r/- 
ligion, which are deftruflive of the peace and 
quiet of the world, and undermine the go* 
vernment^ and aft in pnrfuance of ihefe opi- 
nions, their anions then are of a civil, an4- 
not of a rtligious nature ; and they render ' 
themfelves obnoxious to the civil powers^ and 
jufty deferve to be punifhcd. Or if meh 
manage their religious difputes with fuch heat 
and eagernefs, and carry their differences fo 
high as to fall foul upon, and offer violence 
to one another, it is the tr;agi/frat/s duty ta 
interpofe, to defend, and avenge him that 
(pfTers wrong, and to puniCh him that did iti 
And therefore Gall'.o was certainly to blame 
iQ taki;}g no notice of that infulr, which the- 

Greekk^ 
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€^iiJts commhted upon SgfiheMesy the chief 
Mikr of the fymgogue, by beating him in 
§fen. €9wrtf v. 17; This is what he ought 
ftrhave prevented or 'puQifhed^ both as an af* 
feom to hifflfelfy and an injary le one of his 
flbfljeas. Bot k this cafe, the magiftratt doe» 
QOC make himfelf a juigi 9f centreverfies in 
Hligi§9, nor nle his power and aatbority to 
dedde them ; but he aAs in his own proper 
cbara&ery as a guardian of the pnUic peaco 
of' the fiday^ and of the civil intireft$ oi his 
fblje& ; both which are invaded, in the pre? 
lisitcaie# 

And therefore, where men demean them* 
felves quietly and peaceably, and theu: dif^ 
ftrent faith and pra&ia have no fuch effeft^ 
and concern only God and their own foulsy 
the magiftraie is no ju.^gi of. fucb matters ^ 
and whatever thar errors be, mnft nfe no 
oavwzxA^ farce or vi$lince to compel them, hot 
leave them to the jaft judgment of God^ as 
xo their own proper mafier^ to whom thej 
are xoJlanducfalL 

For the magijlrati to interpofe, and make 
himfelf a judge and a revenger in affairs which. 
are purely of a retigious nature, is to tranfgsefs 
the bounds of bis duty, and to invade the 

prcTQ^ 
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f rerogative of Gki\ it is (to borrow the words 
vf aa iQComparable * author) U judgi and mf' 
uji the Jtrv^mi tf antih^r mafttry wba are not- 
at qll accfluntablw ta him' Vos aothiog caa 
be more cle^r or cenaio^ tb«a that as rs^ 
bgifiu has Qod ^nly fo( ix% mthtr^ fa it ij^ 
properly bis c^re and coQc^ro onl;. Th«la,w«. 
o£ religion are the Uwe of Gf$d pdy^^ and b§c 
bifpielf has appoioled rewards aQc];pttittfluMftt» 
foff the obfervers and txafljgr^(M» q£ thmn*. 
Ih has takoa this whole nuiiec npoa hia^ 
felf,. and reCerv«d. itr to hiffiielf,. and has- na 
where authorized aoy man, or any munfaei: 
of men upon eardi, to be his deputies, or 
vicegerents in ihit behalf. So thai. it. is highly 
wicked and unjuft in any r^% to u&rp aqj 
aoihority ovec others in. cafea of a^ relighux 
nature f in matters, of /ai//^ and. ^^Vxec; Foe 
here God hirofelf has laid dowa the rule oF. 
our af^ions and not left it to othocs te prtr 
icribe to ua. He himfelf haa fet before a» 
our duty, and has told us, that he will jndgo. 
f^f thr performance :. and for aoyir nan, afcoe 
this, to pretend to any power ov4r u& herc^. 
is to foreflall the judgment of God, and to takft 
4^od s caufe out of hisiowii haodab. 



" * Mr. Led a'j Utt^r ofu^'irationf p. 234* Vol; IB 
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Fot lurr a'. isuw r i^ w^'t :■: li*- i,- | 
^Licked aiid uluI. m:- -l^ ■:•:• T: ;.i: - :. - 
1^ as -iiil- Brpsz'i r t-- :::':• :r;: _: i 
Balttrc ao- tbs vir Jii u*: iif :.' '.'.- ?. r.v.- 
fifb ia afrs 2:^3 ¥-:!ii::r iro-::; ii ^^: ::.:.- 
fcnt end «pp-dtatiOL a: iir =..:£*. : --f 
fioceritj a&d i mjr ' Z j of r»i-: i-ixni. r ,"ir 
bdog fnSy fsrlzsitzi if ris r-i::. :f -«"tr 
wbcfine, and of -.bs j^irii :i -zu^trtr 
praffifc. Wirr-Tcr -^s 5c 12 - -\;:.vr, vs 
wi^f & if tirr-.y z: it x ri; -"^^"t n: cVc- 
dseoce to fc coc3cii, 2sJ c^^rlriacc ^Kih 

coamieiMi us id hi: hrzzz, Whii.ocrer 4 
aot dooe vith th:s iflbrzrcs cf :i-.:b, is re*- 
ther weU in iifeifs ncr can ir be accep:able 

Bat of what ufc caa human laws, eoforccd 
by. ciidi penalties, be ia all this? They may 
Viake me do things which are in my power», 
and depend upon my will : but to believe thL>» 
or that, to be true, is not in my power, nor 
depends upon, my will, but upon the light, 
and evidence, and information which I have* 
And will civil difcourageqients and incapaciticS| 
fines and confifcations, ftripesand imprironmcnr, 
enlighten the underllanding, convince tncna 
ninds of error, and infocm them of the truth ? 
jt Can. 
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Caa they have any fuch efficacy, as to make 
men change the inward jadgment they have 
framed of things ? Nothing can do this, but rea^ 
fon and argument. This is what our minds and 
underflandings will naturally yield to ; but they^ 
cannot be compelled to believe any thing by; 
outward force. So that the promoting of true 
religion is plainly out of the magtflrati% reach,, 
as well as befide his office :. and though tern* 
poral rewards and punifhments are very proper. 
Tttians to produce an adlual external compli- 
ance with human laws, which is fufficient to 
anfwer the end of their inflitution ; yet thefe 
are very improper motives to be applied to 
the hnvL nf God and religicn^ becaufe they, 
cannot produce that inward obedience in liar 
cerity of heart and ccnfcience which ihefe lawa 
require, nor that thorough perfuafion of the 
truth of what, we believe, and of the gfti* 
nefs of what we praflife, without whicK oa 
outward' compliance with the divim laivs^ not 
any thing which we do in rtli'ihn is of any 
account. 

And therefore, if the magijffati interpofei 
here, and either chufes a nlgi n for me, or 
enforces that which I have chofen, with tern* 
poral rewards and punifhments; he deQroys- 
my. religion^ and f£oils the virtue of what- 
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Act I £9 imdsr &at saaifi.. r' ui izr'juisi. 

cssxaot r^^^ me htiisyt z ztiiprx^ v:.:t. 
do B0t think ts be ni: .. i& nsicr ::>• & 
hyptaite 22^ i d^fsms^. '^'^ ^v^k i.* •. 
the vqsst»cbs oe sr 91^1 lisier. «-!:: j. 
ngynrft of &«ff. vr.o. 1: 1.4: -r *.. . , -,;. 

reSgin jb t& ici^ iiit ri;'oj- v ' .. ^.. 

ihc face of oa* t;vi v-.-:..-. r. ,t- 

forca tDt t& jrtTTtl l:.: I'nz 1- v .^ . . ^ 

tc St tilt izmt t;Si'. 1-::' :'- 

this r/-ir>pc, ?:*£ :.frr- . . ;-•. , •. 
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ivhich is the onlyfonndationQf all true rdigioo, 
which confifts in internal finarity^ in the obe- 
dicDce of the heart and cofjfciince^ apd in uw- 
fi>ipping God in Jpirit and in truth. And for 
this reafoDy no doubt, God thought fit to an- 
PCX no other penalties to the tranfgreflion of 
his laws, but the fpirUufil and invilihie ter- 
rors of a future ftate ; and no other rewards 
to the obfervaace of them, but the joys and 
happinefs of the world to come', becaufe pre* 
fent and temporal rewards and puniftiments^ 
the countenance or terrors of men» have no 
teodency to promote thofe things wherein true 
religion confifts, can neither convince the w»- 
derjiandingy nor rule the heart, nor lead mea 
to the truth W\ihjinceriiy\ but are much more 
likely to have the direfl: contrary effeft : and 
if they were applied to religion> might make 
men outwardly comply with it, merely for 
the prefent temporal benefit they received from 
it; bu^ could never make them fincere in the 
belief or prafiice of it. And what our favi« 
our faid to the people who fought for him, 
John vi. 26. might fitly be applijsd to fucb 
converts and difciples as thefe, verilyy verily^ 
J fay unto you^ ye feek tne^ not lecaufe ye Jam 
the miracle Sy but becaufe ye did eat of the laavet% 
^h4 were filed. 

Bat 
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But fortber; as relighn confifts In fuch a 
belief and praAice, as we, in oar confdcnces 
are perfaaded to be beft, and moft acceptable 
' to Gad^ as it lies in the fincerity and in- 
tegrity of the heart, as it is truth in the in^ 
VHird' parts \ fo it can be fubjeft only to the 
judgment of the great God^ whofe preroga- 
tive It is, to be a fearcher of the hearty and 
a trytr of the reins \ who fees the fecret fpringa . 
of our anions, and knows our thoughts and 
intentions afar off. Upon which account, no 
man upon earth can be a judge in religious 
matters, nor take upon him the cognizance 
of this caufe. He knows not the thoughts 
of our heart, cannot tell upon what princi- 
ple we aAed, or whether we were (incerc in 
our religion or no; and therefore if he (hould 
undertake to dlfpenfe rewards and puniHi- 
ments; he, through pafuon, weaknefs, and 
frailty, might eafily err, and inftead of exe- 
cuting righteous judgment, might confound 
right and wrong, by puni&ing the innocent, 
and rewarding the guilty. The apoftle*s ad- 
vice therefore is very feafoaable in the prefent 
cafe : • Judge nothing before the time, until the 
Lord comey %vbo both will bring to light the hidden 
things of darknsfsy and will make manfejl tb^ 

^ \ Qor, iv. 5^ 
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€iim/ils §f ibi hart: and thin fimtl itfery man 
havi praife rf God. 

By this lime, I hope^ ic tppears that GaU 
lio a£led a wife and confcientious part in tbig 
afiair, and that if he had proceeded to the 
hearing and determtnadoo of the caofe vrhich 
the Jiw$ here brought before him; he had 
done what he could not jufiify by ^rtue of 
his office, and had given himfelf much trouble^ 
without doing any good to himfelf or others^ 
but pofTibly much hurt to both. 

For moft certain it is, that the duty of 
the magiflraie is confined to the care of the 
civil and temporal goad of his people, and does 
not extend to their fpirltual and eternal affairu 
And as long as men behave themfelves quiet- 
ly and peaceably in the government under 
which they live, as long as they do no wrong 
or injuAice to their neighbour, nor prejadic? 
any one lo their civil rights^ they may and 
ought to be left to themfelves in the choice 
of their religion, and be allowed to worfliij 
God in that manner, and after that way 
which they think beft and moft acceptab 
to him. This is ihcir natural right, and th( 
can be no greater inftance of injuftice ; 
oppreflion, than any ways to abridge it, 
deprive them of it. 



So that tsleratiatj or ai Vai; ^t<^ bk car- 
ters of rtUghn asd f« rn:/, Lr-a-rrsr h has 
beea ▼ilified, and clkIizsi^ ^plc^ 1^ s^ 
much every man's juS rgr:. as ary c:btr 
tbiDg which can be mestk'jd: ard ^t^'-r^- 
li$tt, however meritcr:oi:s bllcd zeal sxd b!- 
gOtry have made it. Is as £2grast an lifunc? 
of cnielty and oppreGos, as asj c: ^hofe tkizgd 
which are often practifcd xa ccafcciiercc of it, 
fimdir and divaftathr.ij f.nn^ :r:/r/ i>:r:«/ acd 

The maglftrate ought to be fo far from 
thus perfecuting any of his fubjccrs, npon ac- 
ooQQt of their differing from him in rrip:?t^ 
that it is a principal dut}* incumbent on him 
to take care that dlfTerent fccts and paitl.s 
do not perfecute, or treat one another ill upon 
this account. His bnfinefs is to protect peo- 
ple of all opinions and perfualions, not in- 
conliftent with the ends of government, from 
being infulted by thofe from whom they differ, 
or fuffering any thing on the fcore of fuch dif- 
ference. It is nothing to him, what falfe and 
erroneous opinions men hold, what ridiculous 
and abfurd doArines they profefs, or, in a 
word, what they believe, or difbelicve in re- 
ligh/iy fo long as hereby they do no preju- 
dice to their neighbour, nor make any aire- 

ratioB 
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ration in men's civil rights^ nor diAarb the 
public peace and quiet. For the end and 
defign of civil gcvirnment^ vas not to pro- 
vide for the truth of men's opinions, but 
for the fafety and fecurity of their goods and 
perfons. 

But here it may be objefted, is the magi^ 
Jlrati to (hew no zeal or concern for the 
honour of God^ and the authority of hii laws f 
Is he to be altogether indifferent what reli^ 
gion his fubjefls are of, or whether they be 
oF any religion at all ? Is he not to exert his 
power in favour of the true religieny and to. 
ice that the rules thereof be duly obfervcd 
nnd pradifed ? 

To this I anfvver, that fince God, who ir 
moft certainly the propereft judge in this cafe, 
and beA knows what are the fitted means to 
be made ufe of for tbefe ends ; has not thought 
fit to enforce his Lws with any other jane* 
tiois, but the rewards and puniftimenis of a 
future and inv'ifible flaie, nor to promote bis 
honour and true religion by any other mo- 
tives but ihefe: what authority has any man 
to make any alteration in what God has 
clkblillied, and to enforce his laws with any 
other funSl'.Gns than what he himfelf has ap* 
pointed ? God has given no man this authority ; 

and 
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lad men canoot give it one another. And 
Ebcrefore for any one to affumc it, is not 
3Qly encroaching upon God's prengatlvej and 
laTading mtn^s riUgious rights^ but it is culling 
in queftioQ the divine wijdom^ as if God who 
made man, and gave him thcfc laws, knew 
not what fan^liom were moll proper to fccurc 
man's obedience to them, and what motivc^t 
and arguments were moA likely to prevail with 
him, to be truly good and virtuous. 

And as to true religiGny and a ri^ht helirf^ 
every man is orthodox to himfelf, and ihiFiKs 
his own religion to be true; and therefore 
if this be any argument, why the m:igtjfrate 
Ihould ufe force in promoting his own reli- 
gion^ it will plead as ftrongly for falfi re- 
ilgloHSj as for the true one: it will hold a?; 
Well for p pcry in popijb c ow.tr ies^ for Maho^ 
metanifm at Ccnjiantincple^ as for protejiantifm 
in Great Britain. But is not the honour of 
God to be confulted ? And are not vice, and 
immorality, and prophanenefs to be reftrained 
and puniHicd ? Mod certainly they ought i 
but upon a civil account, and becaufe they arc 
prejudicial to mens civil interejls. As for God s 
honour^ he himfelf is the bed guardian of ir» 
and will moft certainly take care of it in 
his own time and way ; for he is a jealu$ 
God. But then I add, that for men to be 

re- 
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reftraiaed from thefe vices by the power and 
authority of the civii magj^raU, and out <t 
fear of his ftvord, is no honour to G§Jj what* 
ever it may be to Cafar: it is ohtymg mem 
rathir than God^ and ihews that we are more 
afraid of men than of God. It b indeed for 
the interefl and honour of the civH gwem" 
menty that all vice, immorality, and prophane- 
nefs fhould be fupprefTed, becaufe they are 
prejudicial to it, and the contrary virtues tend 
to the good and welfare of fociety ; and fo 
far the magiftrau ought to interpofe. And 
becaufe all manner of wickedne&, even in 
thofe infiancesy where it does not direAly 
injure any private perfon, nor difturb the pub- 
lic peace, has an ill influence upon fociety^ 
tends to make men bad fubjedls, and wA'fe 
neighbours^ and indifpofes them for the due 
difcharge of the relative duties of life; it 
were much to be wi(hed, that human laws 
could be fo contrived, as to take in a grcattf 
compafs here, if that could be done without 
any public inconvenience. For the wife man\ 
obfervation is founded in the nature of the 
thing, as well as in the decree of almighty 
God, that righteoufnefs exalteth a nation^ h^ 
fin is a reproach to any people, Prov. xiv. 34. 
As the virtue of a nation increafeth or di- 
minifheth, fo does its (Ircngth at home, and 
credit abroad. 



Afii Turhs: • « thrr vhr f:a- cnf hnr itr 
God gnafr. arr iifct.T -r m^Kr pand jr>. 
joSs 2J^- ^^ diTdxa-gc taeir :?u:t hrf*, v r. ic 
thcT do ai- n'Tt tn':\ fjr t^jr/i, /«rf ->■ ,-,i. 
ftumu jm,t.€^ &Diizi.xi::. 5. S:^ m.-^:) crr:^.:. v, 
upon ti^ account z^To. i: is iaczahrr^: r.r.^a 
the cariJ icagixtr&Tc, EDd oa? grt*: c:c o: r.i 
j^, to EfihitSiD £Df i'rpp?n ihf -..:■ ^j.,; /v- 

fr^ijmg tL:m the: d: ^jl'-.L^ i Ff t. i:. 24. 

fiat then it is pi2:n- ihil thcfc confiJor.!- 
tions arc of a pel Ucg!^ and not merely ot a 
ult^ious oatcre: for the h r, w rf CtJ^ con* 
fidered abftraftedly fiom tlic pixxl of .;\«/ 
/w/rtfjr, and as it concerns hlmfclf c\\\\\ cin- 
not be thus promoted ; and is, w hit ho Ins 
infinite ways of maintaining and tjkinn %:.\\c 
tf, without beiqg beholden u the yi »/*/../ ,//;.•;. 

To conclude: fincc religion and m/V r«i* 

VyHmrnt arc, ia their ori^;in:il, end, bnliucf-i, 

and in every thing elfe belonging to ih(ni, 

ihus pcrfeflly dlAinft, and entirely ili.\'ci« ni. 

from each other; it would pnt an end in ni.in/ 

conlroverfics, and make very much f'ji the peace 

aod quiet both of church and ftaie, if niru 

a'cali obfervc this diflinflion, arid each parry 

would keep w.tiiia their rcfpci^Jivc bonri'!'.. 

VOL I. M rrn 
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This would binder them from clftfliiog aad 
iaterferiog with one another, and w^ld pre* 
vent tfaofe heats and animofities, there afts of 
violence and rapine, crnelty and opprtffion^ 
that have abounded in the chriftiaft workl apoa 
account of religion. 

Let the minifters of the gofpel keep, or 
be kept, to their duty. Let them preach tbi 
gofpel of peacey and not found the trumpet §f 
war. Let them mind their own bufinefs, 
which is the falvation of men^s fouls^ by teach- 
ing and perfuading them, both by their doc- 
trine and example, both publicly zni pri- 
vately, to deny ungodlinefs and worJdly hfts^ 
and to live righteovfly ^ fobetly^ and godly in this 
frefent world : and let them act ftretch them- 
ftlves beyond their line^ by meddling with the 
fijfairs of fiate^ and making themfelves more 
minifters of the government^ than minifters of 
the gofpel of Chrijh 

And let the magiflraie too confine himfelf* 
to his own proper bufinefs, and attend to the 
ivorldly welfare of the commcnwealthj and ifl- 
ftead of exercifing his power in binding other 
men's confciences by human laws, let him 
take care to conform his own confcience to 
the laws of God^ and direft all his counfcls ' 
and endeavours to promote univerfally the civil 

welfare 
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vdfere' eH A\ hit febjeSs. * And let htiti 
not tbinlL thtt he bcMrs the fword in vaio» 
adefr he em|doys it in the ctufe of God and 
nUgi&n. It was not pat into his hands for 
Chh ulb, nor can it be applied to this pur- 
poTe with any good effect. It was given him 
for quite other ends, and he will find work 
enough- for it in deciding civil controverfies, 
without meddling with thofe of a religicus na- 
ture ; t "* ixeckiing judgment and juftia Ig^ 
tWien one man and another ; in breaking thejawi 
of the wiciedj and plucking the Jpoil out of bis 
tietb ; in decking and controuling the arro- 
gant and ungovernable, in preventing or pu- 
aiihing all fraud and injuftice, violence and 
oppreffion, and in fupprefling fafllon and tu- 
mult, fedition and rebellion. I {iiy, thcfe and 
foch like particulars will afford the magi/Irate 
fofficicnt exercife for his fworJ^ without turn- 
ing the edge of it againft falfe ds^rif.ey herefy^ 
ondfckifm* 

And if civil magiftrates, and miniftcrs cf 
the gofpel, would thus contain themfelvcs within 
their own bounds, there would be the mod 
exaft harmony and agreement between them ; 
and we mif^ht hope to fee the prophet's pre- 
diflion fulfilled, conceining the happy ftate of 

• Letter concermng tolet aliotr, to-ward the end. 
f Job xxix. 17. . 

M 2 the 
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the church or kingdom tf Cbrtfi \ ♦ wiiw tin vnHf 
Jhall dwiH with the lamh^ and the leopard Jhall 
lie down with the ktd\ and the calf^ and the 
young liony and the failing together^ and a little 
child Jhall l^ad them* When the cow and the 
hear Jhall feed, their young ones Jhall lie dmun 
together ; and the lion Jhall eat Jlraw liie the ox. 
When the fucking child Jhall play on the boU of the 
afp^ and the waned child Jhall put his band §n 
the cockatrice den. When th y JhaU not hurt nor 
dejiroy in all God^s holy mountain, f Then tvould 
mercy and truth meet together^ righteoyfnefs and 
peace would kifs each other. Which God of b\$ 
iDfinite mercy grant, (^c. 

* Ifa. xi. 6, 7, 8, 9. f Pfal, hxxv. iq. 



AN 

E N CL U I R Y 

INTO THE 

CONSECLUENCES 

o p 

Suppofing that BAPTISM makc^ 

Infamts, dying in Infancy, Inheritors 

of the Kingdom of Heaven i or is of 

• any Advantage ta them in the World 

tacome. 

W H ERE I N 

Is dearly demoDllrated, that fuch a Doctrine 
did nor, nor ever can, proceed from a Mer- 
ciful and All- wife Being; and therefore not 
from God, ^c. 



By a Member of the Church of C H R I S T. 

The foul that Jinnetb it fiall die j the fort jhall not bear the 
Iniquity of tbefatbef^ neither Jball the father bear the iniquity 
rf the fon, I (a. xviii. 20. 

• ■ 

Firft printed iothc Ycat ^t^t,* 
M 3 
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READER. 



TT is tbi cyfi^m 9f mojl ferfmsy when they pro* 
ftfi to profOi the principles §r pralfice of others 
erroneous^ to ufe more words in exclaiming againjl 
item, than would e^rc/s the whole of what they 
lmv€ advanced^ which might be called reafon or 
argument: but as J have always judged it better 
fet JiiA pjtrfme io learn how their cwn pajftons 
may he governed^ than to attempt the corre^flcn 
§f others-mijiakesj while they write with a temper 
quite reverfe to the charity and meeknefs of a true 
fellnjoer ifChrift \ 1 have therefore^ in thefollow- 
img inquiry^ uf$d m morg^ nor no other words^ 
than what were mcejjary to give the reader a . 
dear view of the arguments there uftd^ and the 
matter enquired afttr • my djign being to lead 
others into a true notion of their oiin opinions, and 
thereby f in a friendly manner, to convince them of 
their miflakesj and not to caji any uncharitable re^ 
flexions upon them j and to this end^ I defire every 
one to read the following lines with ftncerity and 
ealmnefs offpirit,^ to conjider that God views their 
hearts^ and difarns their fecret thoughts \ and that 
M4 >>* 
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te w 11 p' ni/h them in a future ftate^ who are 
Cfirelffs ef truths or a£f ngt according to the per^ 
funfton r.f thtir own mindSy but an biajfed tviib 
fojh'ionahle opinions^ and aim mo^- at wealth and 
grandeur y thun a* truih and the real knowledge of 
the doHrine of Jefus Chrijl ; end when they have 
thus read it^ to let their own confcience be judge^ 
whether my arguments are too weakj or whether 
they have not f-fficient ftrength to povt what I 
Gfhhwcey and to demonjlrate my tfferttons. For 
t\o no hing can jeem more c^ear to my under/land^ 
i g than the truth of the following concluftonSy yet 
I zvsuld lave no man believe them without exami^ 
n^.tiofiy or he cor,v need cf their truth ^ otherwlfe 
than by reafon cr fcripture. Far be it from me^ 
eien to wfjh any tne to turn unto mine opinion^ 
f cm any o:her mctives but only as fcripture and 
f(aj;n move him. 

The reader is defircd to take mticij that this 
enquiry was written originally in a private letttr 
to a member of the church of England, and is 
vow pullijked with fome acdiiiQm^ for the perufaL 
ofperfms in general. 
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A N 

E N Q^U I R Y. 



AS I am pcrfuadcd your defign toward 
me was good, when you began ver- 
bally to attack me for differing from: 
you in opinion concerning the baptizing of 
infants, I think myfelf under an obligation to 
have tlie fame good will toward you ; and as 
mine own opinion could never appear more un- 
reafonable in your judgment, than yOdrs doe$ 
in mine, I think it is my duty to be free with 
you likewife, ^aud to give you my thoughts 
concerning your opinion: whereby you may 
perceive, that infant baptifm hath not fo good 
a. foundation as you imagined, before you 
iLnew the arguments that may be broughlt 
4igainft it. 

By what converfation we have already had 
upon this point, I am perfuaded you find that 
1 havtf many more and much ftronger argu* 
shents to urge againft the pra61ice of paedo- 
baptifm, than ever ydu expcAed i and I make 
DO doubt but when you read the following ar« 
.gumcats (if yoo are calm and rightly uoder- 
M 5 fiand 
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Aand them) you will perceWe yoarfelf miftakeo, 
and coofefs that the prafiice of infant baptifm 
is contrary to the very firft principles of things, 
at well at not taught by Chrift or his apoftlet, 
in any plain paflage of kriptnre* 

Bat as I delight not in many words, I 
iiali now proceed ; And to prevent any mif- 
underXlaadiagt fiuU bc^in with the following 
4efiuuoat. 

Definition I. 

That being whom we call God, is of him- 
felf perfeA» and could not be made better by 
any aUeration. 

D £ F I N I T. II. 

Cruelty is either the aiHi£ling of an inno- 
cent perfon, or the puniftiing of an offender 
with more pain than his crimes deferve, with- 
out defignin^ cither of them a reward for the 
fame. But, 

D £ F I N I T. III. 
Mercy is the omitting to pnnilh a gnilty 
perfon according to the fuU defert of bis crimes. 
And, 

D £ F 1 K I T. IV. 

Jaflice is the rendering to a perfen vhatib* 
^vtf is lus pioper due. Bo^ 

71 
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D X F I N I T. V. 

lojvlict b the withholding fome good from 
a perfoD, which he has a right to eojoyi or the 
caofio^ of him to fed fome paio, which was 
not due iifMo him. 

But tbefe defiokions being faf&cieot (I thinic) 
in the prefent enquiry, ^ud hecai^e I would 
cxpreft every thing in 33 fhort and clear « 
nanfier as poffible, I will now lay dowu fome 
plain propofitions. 

Proposition I. 

God is fupreme over all beings, and go- 
Terns th^m according to his own will ; agree- 
able to the words of Ifaiah^ perfonating God, 
J have made the earthy and Jlretched out 

tbi heavensy and all thdr hjis have I command* 

td. For I am God, and there is none elfe* 

Ifa. xlv. 12, 22. 

P & o P* IL 

God is neruful, and not cruel to thofe 
vrfaom he thu« governs : or, as David expref- 
feth it, ihe Lord is good to all; and^his tender 
merciis are over all bis works. Pia. cxiv. ^. 

10,6 PiLOP. 
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Prop. III. 

He is alfo a God of truth, and dochlnot 
deceive his creatures: Deut. xxxii. 4. Ha^ 
be faii\ audjhall U not do it ? Or bath hi fp§ii9t 
andjballhe n t make it good? For God is Mt-a 
mantbat he Jhould lye. Numb. 3Uiii. 19. 

Prop. IV. 

He Is likewife juft and righteous, and no 
injuflice is to be found in him ; For all bis ways 
are judgment^ a Gcd without imq^ultfy juft and 
r'-ght is be. Deut. xxxii. 4.- 

P R O p. V, 

He is the founuin of wifdom and know* 
ledge, and nothing Is, or can be hid from him: 
O the depth of the richesj hath of the wifdom 
arid knowledge of God f How unfearchabU an 
h'.s judgmeutSy and his ways pajl finding out ! 

Fjr of him are all things \ to whom be glory 

for eV(,r, Amen. Rom. xi, 3,3, 36. 

P R o p. Vf. 

The things which are contained in thofc 
books called by us the fcripture, proceeded 
originally from God, and contain fo many un- 
doubted truths ; as faith the apoflle, God 

who fpake in 'time poji by the prophets^ both 

in thefe laji dcys fpohn unto us by his fm. 
Ikb. i. I, 2. 

The 



I 
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The aflertions contained in the preceding 
jitopoiltions, being fuch as are believed by al- 
moft every proteftant chriiftian, I think it is 
needlefs to ufe any arguments to prove them 1 
and therefore Ippoceed. 

Prop- VII. 

Whatfoever appears clearly unto us, by plain 
rearon, at truth, is certainly fo. The truth 
of this propofition I am perfuaded you will not 
call in queftion ; becaufe thereby you would 
alfo qucflion the truth of the holy fcriptures : 
for we have no other way to prove the truth 
of them but by reafon ; and therefore, if rea- 
fon cannot be depended upon, we cannot de« 
|>end upon the fqiptute. 

And that we are capable of difcovering truth 
by^ reafon, is plain from Chrift's own words ; 
■ jfnd why even of yourfelvei judge ye not 

what is right, Luke xii. 57. 

From thefe two laft propofiiions it neccfla- 
lily follows, 

Firft, That the true meaning of any part of 
the fcrlpture, is not, nor can be, contrary to 
*ny [jl-opontion which may be proved by plain 
^d clear reafon. And, 

Secondly^ 
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SeccMuill^, That all mterprctadoas of fcrip* 
•lttre» which hai:e been or may be made hf ^mq^ 
and vthich are contrary torearon,arcfal&. 

Prop. VUI. 

All confequences neceffarily flawing, or which 
are truly drawn, from any irue propofition^ arc 
true. And, 

Prop. IX. 

All £uch conrequences j>s do ueCjeflariJy fol- 
low upon the allowing apy falfe propofitlpn to 
be true, are falfe. 

From hence it neceflarily follows, 

Firft, That if any confequence truly drawn 
be itfelf truie, th^t propofaion from whence it 
was drawn, b alfo true. And, 

Secondly, That if any confequences necef- 
larily flowing from .«iy propofiUoo be falfe, 
that propofition from whence it proceeded it 
alfo falfe. 

It is ncedlcfs (I thrak) to ufe any argo- 
ttents in proof of the two lafl: propomions, 
or of what I have inferred from rhem; it 
being ckar to the meanefl capacity, that knows 

what 



IKhat J«aibo is, that tf thcfe aflertioBt were 
lalfe, there cooli be no fvch thing as reafoDiog. 
I fibereforc proceed. 

Prop. X. 
An all-wife and merciful being cannot slR, 
or order any master in an unwife or cruel 
panner ; for thereby fuch a being would itfelf 
become luiwife or cruel : and therefore as it is 
morally impoflible for God, who is of himfelf 
xunnifcient and merciful, to change his na- 
-iiire, and become unwife and cruel; it there- 
fore follows^ that it is morally impoITible for 
God to ad or order any matter in an unwilb 
Cff cruel manner. 

Prop, XI. 

Tlie aAions of parents cannot make their !n* 
• fanis any more out of favour wich God than 
before, or procure to them any torment in the 
world to come. For it is evident, that infants 
are no ways concerned in their parents aflions; 
they can neither af&ft or prevent them : and as 
they are no ways concerned in the operation 
of fuch a£lions, they cannot in any refpe£l be* 
come guilty by them ; for to fay, that they 
become guilty by them, is the fame as to fay, 
that fome infants are guilty of very wicked ac- 
tions, which they were never able to commit ; 
than which nothing can be more abfurd. Bur, 

if 
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if parents comtDit the vileft and vorft ofac* 
tions, yet as their iDfants are not therein con- 
cerned, they are innocent (for it is felf-evident, 
that all pcrfons are innocent of all aAions in 
M'hich they have no ways been concerned ;) 
and to fay that God doth ca(l infants out of his 
favour, or will torment them in the world to 
come, becanfe of their parents aftlons, is the 
fame as to fay, that God doth caft perfons, 
while ihey remain innocent, out of his favour, 
or that hv wi'! punifh them in the world to 
come ; which would make God aft, cither un*-" 
julHy, ciuclly, or without true wifdom. Bui 
will God call inrnnta out of his favour through 
thcii parents adV.rns? God forbid j yia^ lei 
Cott be truff but c . ery man a lyar. 

But having laid dov^n ihefe (which I judge 
are undeniable) propoficions, I (hall proceed to 
the following 

E N Q^ U I R Y. 

Whether it is poffible for infants by bap- 
tifm to be made inheritors of the kingdom of 
hearven ? 

And firft I fhall fuppofe it poffible, and ob- 
ferve what confequcnccs will arife from fuch 
a fuppofition. 

C O K- 
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C O N S E (^U E N C E I. 

If infants are by baptifm made inheritors 
(or have thereby a right given them to an ia- 
heritance) in the kingdom of heaven, then it 
follows, that before baptifm they had no fnch 
rights neither were inheritors of that kingdom* 
This is plain and perfpicuous at firft view, and 
alfo that 

C o N s E <^ II. 

' God has then given men power to make 
'idfiints inheritprs of the kingdom of heaven. 
And that 

C o M 8 £ c^ III. 

Thofe many infants which die unbaptiied, 

die without having a right to inherit in the 

kingdom of heaven; and that only becaufe 

,' -me ji^4ure- ignorant and carelefs, and do not 

baj^itom 

^ . . C O N S B Q^. IV. 

' It alfo follows, that all men have power to 
. prevent all infants dying in infancy, from a 
^ proper right ' to heaveo. And, 

C o N 8 E Qi V. 

That thofe perfons who are fo wicked as to 
. kill unbaptized infants^ do thereby qpt only 

pre- 
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prevent their liFiivg in this vorld, ))Qt do alfa 
hinder them from having a right to an inhe- 
ritance m the kiogdom of heaven, and as it 
were, kill them in the world to cooic* 

C o N 8 £ Q. VL 

And if the preceding fuppofition be truef 
It is true alfo, that thongh a man who is 
appointed to baptize infants, be never fo wick- 
ed, and guilty of the moft enormoDf crimesy 
yet, if he be able to adminiftcr bapcifaa to 
them, he can give them a true and proper 
title to an inheritance in the kingdom of 
heaven, though he himfelf has right to no 
fuch inheritance, but pexhaps entirely oat of 
the favour of God. £u^ 

c o N s £ Qj vn. 

Yet the death of Cbrift, and whfttibever 
he has done for mankind, is not fufidcnt to 
give fo much as one infant a proper title to 
an inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, with- 
out fome help from men. 

C o w s B Q^ VIII. 

I may alfo add, that according to this fup* 
pofition, God hath left infants in a very dubi- 
ous and uncertain condition, to be prevented 
from^ or have permittance to go into^ the king- 

doD 
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dcm of heaven, according to the fickle hamour 
of frail aad oft uncareful iBCo. 

Thns you .fee> what unrcafoQablo aflcrtiont 
yoa are obliged to believe, {o lon^ at yuu cu« 
tertain the doctrine of infant bAptifm, nnd nro 
perfuaded) that iofaats b]r it have ri{^ht kivcii 
theqa to inherit the kingdom of hcavco. You 
BUift believe aod coofefty that God h«i Icfc 
facb iofaore, as are to die before they nrrivc at 
. ibje knowledge of good and evil, in a very am- 
.b^ous ftate« and has given men great pciwcr 
. oj!;f tbeai» either to prevent them from inhrr- 
jriting ia the kingdom of heavcny or ol glv- 
• ^g them a proper title to fuch an inheritance: 
that the death of Chrift is an imperfeft fscil- 
fi€e« and <:annot give fo much as one fiicli la- 
faat a right to an heavenly inhcrtuncr, with- 
out fome help from men : that fuch infants 
as have right to inherit in heaven, obtained 
ity however, partly by the adtioas of mca« 
wbatfoevcr good the death of Chrift might 
do (hem : that fome men, who have no right 
to inherit heaven themfelves, can yet give fuch 
Infimtsatrue and proper right thereto: that 
manjr iofants^ fome through their parents ig- 
iiarasce» and ibme through their negligence^ 
faftDOt inherit teavai, though they are the 
avauires of Godt and are as ianooeftc and as 
TOkiahk <tf thea^livesp ea aty of tbofe in&nfs 

are 
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are that will ioherit therciQ : and that men hate 
Dot only power to kill nnbaptized iDfants here 
on earth, but thereby to prevent them alfo from* 
having hereafter a proper right or title to inhe- 
rit in the kingdom of heaveOk 

How frightful foerer theie things may af*- 
pear, when viewed in a clear light by an ba- 
biafled mind, it is plain and evident, that thf/- 
are no more than neceflaryeonfequences,- which 
do clearly flow from the precedibg feppoA^ 
lion ; and therefore if yon belief Ac fdppo*' 
fition, you cannot deny the confeqi^eliceft' 
for if you difown fo much as one coofeqnencct 
you deny the fuppofition, and all the other 
confequences : for by the foFegoiag eighth and 
ninth propodtions, aind from what i$ there 
obfcrved from them, it appears^ that the fup- 
pofition and its confequences, are either ail , 
true or all falfe; and therefore^ if you give 
up one, you give up all : and that they are not 
all true, I think plainly appears by comparing . 
them with the propofuions before laid down. 

For, if infants are by baptifm intitled to to 
inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, it will 
follow from our own experience, if we obferfC 
how many infants die unbaptized, as well as 
from what I have obferved before, that infants 
are^ left in a- very aoobiguous Aate^ and their 

title^ 



^/w/ Orthodoxv Jhaken. 261 

4ide to heaven left, as ii were, ia a carelefs 
sSiaDoer by the deity. 

Now the gi^Qg to, or procuring for, the 
many thoufands of infants, which die in in- 
-fincy, an inheritance .in the kingdom of hea* 
ven, either is, or is not a matter of great 
CODcerninent : to fay it is not, is the fame as 
16 fay, (that the kingdom of heaven is of fo 
Jittle value to infants, that it matters but little 
whether they poflefs it or no; which I am 
perfuaded you are far from thinking : and if ic 
\% a matter of any great concernment, the 
jnercifal and all-wife being has not, nor ever 
will entail the kingdom of heaven on fuch dy- 
iBg ioFants only as men have pleafed to bap- 
tize. For that is the fame in words, as to 
fay, that Cod (who i- perfe<5l in wifdom) has 
left a matter of great concernment, no lefs 
than the giving or hinde.ing of thoufands of 
thoulknds of infants, to, or from an luneri- 
tancein the kingdom of heaven, into the hands 
of men who arc frail creatures ; and m.my 
are ignorant of having this power, fome un- 
carcfuly and the great eft part wicked, and out 
of the favour of God, And by the matter 
being left thus, many thoufands of infants will 
never have a proper right to heaven, not bs2- 
caufc they arc guilty of any evil, but by rea- 
fop men are ignprant and carelefs, and do not 

con- 
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convey to them that right: which I think, 
upon a ferious confiJeratioD, differs but little 
from affirmi.g that though God is perfect ia 
wifdom, yet fometimes he aQt« or orders things 
QDWifely. And as it is inpoffibic for an all. 
ivife being to a£^ or order any thing mnvifely, 
withoat becoming thertby imperfeft and im« 
wife } it therefore follows, by a plaia and clear 
demooflration, that God, who is perfefi is 
wifdom. has not, nor ever will order things 
in fuch a manner, that infants dying in infancyy 
will have, or will not have, a right to inherit 
in the kingdom of heaven, according as they 
have, or have not, been baptized by men. 

But if you objefl, that your opinion is no^ 
that infants are made inheritors of the kingdom 
of heaven by baptifm, but that they will have 
only feme privilege or greater degree of happi* 
nefs in heaven, by virtue of their baptifm :" and 
if you afTei t this to be your opinion, I could 
draw much the fame frightful confcquences as 
the preceding, and bring it to the fame abfur- 
dity as bcfoi e. 

For if baptized infants have right to more 
happinefs in heaven than unbaptized iofaots 
have then God has given into the hands of 
men, power to difpofe of feme part of the hap- 
pincis of heaven, at leaft to infants^ but it 

is 
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Is- difar, and evid nt to every rarinn-' perfoR^ 
that giving men uch powei is leaving a mat* 
ter of ^reat importance in mi ambiguous, aodf 
S&^ it wt:r«, carelefs oiaoner ; and ae an all- 
wife bting will never leave a mirrer of ady 
great imponance in a carelefs aftibtgaous n>afi«^ 
iier» (for thart would be a^ing or ordering ft 
matter unwifely ») it therefore follows, that. 
Crod^ who is an all-wife being, wiil never 
iocreafe the happinefs of infants in heaven, 
becanfe of baptifm, or decreafe their happi- 
ileft tfaerda, for want of it, or any ways vary 
Aeir eternal happinefs through the anions 
tA iben. I might fay more of this opinion^ 
txA cdnfate k in other views, but judge it 
acedlefs. 

However, I think it proper to infert one ar- 
gument more, which fufiicicntly overthrows 
cither of the preceeding opinions concerning 
infants being benefited in the kingdom of 
heaven, by baptifm; which argument is as 
follows. 

In the great day of judgment, when the all- 
wife and omnipotent God comes to pafs fcn- 
tcncc upon infants, who went out of this woilJ 
in their infancy, before they could difcern be- 
tween moral good and evil ; I fay, when he 
comes to do this, either, he will diflinguifh 

between, 
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bciucen> and put into different conditions, 
thofe which have, and thofe which have not 
been baptized, or he will not. If God makes 
no difference betwixt them, then baptizing of 
infants will in no way whatfbever increafe 
their happinefs in heaven, and therefore it is not 
proper to baptife them, except the fame was 
plainly commanded by God : and if God will 
make a difference at the day of judgment be- 
tween baptized infants and others, then it clear- 
ly follows, that God will pafs different judg- 
ments upon creatures equally innocent, and 
that from other motives than their unequally 
fuffcring in this life, which is abfurd to think, 
and daring to affirm. And what can deprive 
God of wifdom, more than afTerting, that 
when he will judge the world, the negleft of , 
men toward infants, who died in infancy, wil* 
be a prevailing motive with him to determine 
the eternal condition of fuch infants, and ftt 
bounds to his ova n attribute of mercy, and the 
meritorious (ufferings of Jefus Chrift ? And yet 
this is what they do necefiTarily affirm, who 
afiert, that infants dying without baptifm, will 
un t!iat account, be deprived (in the life to 
come) of even the leafl benefit whatfoever, 

I do not in this enquiry pretend to limit the 
power of God, but all that I affirm, in fliort, 
is this, that God is a wife, juft and merciful 

being 
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bebg; and as the dodlrine which teacheth that 
the eteroal bappinefs of iDfaats dying in in- 
£uicy hath any dependance upon their beitig 
baptized before death, is inconfiflent with the 
forefaid attributes of God, that therefore God 
never did, nor ever will teach men fuch a doc- 
trine: and in afErming of this, I affirm no 
more, than that God never a£ls, or orders any 
thing in a manner contrary to his own nature, 
or inconfiftent with what is truly pcifeflion. 
But before I conclude, I think it proper to take 
notice of that which fome learned men have 
thought an argument fufficient of itfelf, . to 
prove the lawfulnefs of infant-baptifm, which 
argument they draw from the innocency of 
infants, and from the words of Chrifl which 
he fpake concerning infants, related by St. 
Mark, in the 14th and 15th verfes of his loth 
chapter. They fay, if infants are fit to be ad- 
mitted into the kingdom of Chrifl: in heaven, 
they are certainly qualified to be received as 
members of his church on earth. But I take 
this to be a very wrong way of arguing, and am 
perfuaded you will think fo too, when you have 
confidered the following arguments. For, 

Firft, fuch infants as are permitted to go 
into the kingdom of Chrifl: in heaven, will en- 
joy the blcffings which are therein enjoyed, 
which I think no chriftian will deny (for, if 

VOL. I. N ^\v^^ 
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when infants are in heayeOy they do not en- 
joy the bleffings thereoF« what good will be* 
ing there do them?) then according to the 
fbre&id way of arguing^ fnch :ia&nt8 as are 
capable of eating and drinking, onght to par- 
take of the Lord's fupper; for I n^ht /ay, 
if infants are fit to partake of, and enjoy the 
bleffings of the kingdom of Cbrift in heaven, 
they are certainly qualified to partake of, and 
enjoy whatfoever they are capalde of enjoy- 
ing in the chnrch of Chrift on earth, and 
therefore of being partakers at the Lord's 
fappcr. 

From hence it appears, that this argument 
IS of as much force to prove infants quali* 
fied for the Lord's fupper, as for baptifm ; 
and therefore according to this way of argu- 
ing, if infants ought to be admitted to baptifffi, 
they ought alfo to be admitted to the Lord's 
"fopper. And, 

Secondly, I would have you judge, whether, 
it is not irore reafonable to fay, that becaufe 
infants are already fit to be admitted into tte 
kingdom of Chrill in heaven, that there iSj 
therefore, no manner of occafion to baptize 
them ; than to fay, that becaufe infants are 
fit to be admitted into the kingdom of Cbrift 
ii heaven, that therefore they ought to bt 

bap- 
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baptized in fo folemn a manner, as the name 
of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, when it is 
not commanded, neither can it be of any ad- 
vantage to them. But, 

Thirdly, to argue for the baptizing of infants 
from their being fit to enter into the kingdom 
of Chrid in heaven, is not an argument to 
prove that baptifm ought to be adminiftred to 
iofants, but only an excufe for fuch a praftice 5 
for I think none will be fo unreafonable as to 
pretend, that becaufe infants are fit to be ad- 
mitted into the kingdom of Chrift in heavent 
that therefore they ought, but only that they 
may be baptized. And here I might obferve^ 
that if tbofe who baptize infants, excufe them- 
felyes by faying^ that it is lawful to baptize and 
.admit them into the church, becaufe they are 
fit to be admitted into the kingdom of Chrift 
in heaveny may not they who are againft the 
baptizing of infants, fay (and that with as 
much reafon too) fince infants are already fit 
to be admitted into the kingdom of Chrifl in 
heaven, baptifm is unprofitable for them, and 
therefore we judge it proper to defer it until 
we know it may be profitable unto them ? But 
ftirther for every one to take upon him to prove 
that infants may be baptized, and at the fame 
time not to prove that they ought, is to take 
. upon bim an ufelefs ta(k : for as baptifm is per- 
N 2 formed 
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formed as an ordinance of Chrlft, and la the 
fiame oF the Father^ Son and Holy Ghoft, it 
cannot be a matter of fuch indiffierency, as that 
Infants may or may not be bapltlzed ; but I 
think It is very obvious that they ought not, 
tirithont it can be proved that Chrift comffland- 
ed, or that his apoftleS praAired it. But, 

Foorthlyt If you obferve the reafbns given 
by the church of England in the book of cooh 
mon prayer, for the admitting iofants to bap^ 
tlfm, you will eafily perceive, that tliofe wha 

plead for the baptizing of infants, becanfe they 
are fit to be admitted into the kingdom of 
Chrift in heaven, do ftrkaiy oppofc the. church 
of England^ and argue in a manner inconfiftent 
Ivith her arguing, and in a way which (if it 
really proved that infants ought to be baptized) 
would entirely deftroy the reafoas given by the 
church of England^ for her baptizing of them. 
I might add more concerning this argument 
(or rather excufc) but judge what I have aN 
ready written fufiicient, and therefore I dail 
now proceed to the 

CONCLUSION. 

I now intreat you, as a friend, to weigh 
impartially the preceding arguments, and if yoo 
do, I am perfuaded, you will confefs, that infant- 
baptifin is not fo reafonable as ybu formerly 

5 " f^P* 
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fuppofedjif you do not entirely change your opi- 
nion, and for the future oppofe fuch a praflice. 
You know I can have no advantage in writing 
on this matter to you, but only your good, but 
only a defire to convince you of error : for fo 
long as I have liberty to worfl.ip God accord- 
ing to mine own confcience, it is much the fame 
to me, whether others agree with, or differ 
from me in opinion or praflice. But as I think 
myfelf greatly obliged to any perfon who endea- 
vours to convey truth to my undcrftanding, fo I 
think it is my duty to be as fcrviceable as time 
and opportunity permit, in conveying truth to 
others. But to be fliort, I have clearly demon- 
ftratfd in the preceding enquiry, that-thufe who 
teach, that -infants by virtue of their baptlfm, 
will enjoy any more happinefs in the kingdom 
#f heaven, than unbaptized infants ; or that un- 
baptized infants, merely becaufe they are unbap- 
tized, will be deprived of the leaft degree of 
happinefs in Jieaven : I fay, I have proved to a 
demondration, that this is a dodlrine irreconcil* 
able with perfeft wifdom and goodnefs, and 
therefore contrary to the very attributes of God; 
and therefore God never did, nor ever will teach 
men fuch a doftrine. Which in mine opinion 
entirely overthrows the praflice of infant bap- 
tifm : for this proves that it will be of no bene- 
fit in the world to come, and we all know, that 
in this world it is no advantage to them \ and 
N 3 ^^\^- 
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therefore it follows, that baptizing of lofantf 
doth them no maoner of good whatfoever : and 
vthj thcD (hould men baptize them, efpeciallj 
fince no man conid ever yet prove that Chrifl 
commanded, or that his apoftles praAifed it i 

i would here a(k thofe what they mean who 
call the baptizing of infants a charitable work, 
and fpeak againft us as uncharitable, becaufe we 
do not baptize them ; and I would have foch 
confider, which is of the moft commendable 
opinionv they who believe baptifm nece/Tary 
to make innocent infants happy; they who 
believe unbaptifed infants excluded from the 
meiits of Jefus Chrift, and thereby, as it 
were, confine the mercy of God toward in* 
fants to the adions of men : or we who believe, 
that as infants are all equally innocent, thcp 
are therefore all equally valuable in the fight of 
God; or we who believe that the merits of the 
death of Jefus ChrifV, are not extended towards 
infants by the aAions of men, but by the mercy 
of God, whofe mercy is as exteniivc toward al[ 
the ofFspring of Mam as is confiftcnt with ju« 
ftice. I have alfo by feveral arguments over- 
thrown the reafon, or rather the excufe which 
fome make for the baptizing of infants, drawn 
from their innocency, and from their being pro- 
nounced by Chrift inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven; and have obferved that according to 

tbefe 
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thcfc mens own argument, baptifm is of no 
benefit to infants, and therefore (as it is per- 
formed in tlie name of God and Jcfus Chrill) it 
coght not to be pradifed without a command 
from God the father, or his fon Jefus Chiilh 
Befides, what excufe can they make, who per- 
form a thing in the name of God, and as if it 
were commanded by him, when he haih not 
commanded it I Will it not be faid unto thcm» 
ubo bath required this at your hand ? Moreover, 
it may deprive many of the benefit deflgned by 
God, to man, in the ordinance of baptifm. 
From, Cs^r. 

NOTE. 

In the preceding lines, it is always taken for 
granted, that every thing concerning this world, 
will be fo regulated in the life to come, as not 
to require any further n^gulation. 
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LETTER. 



Friends and Neighbours ^ 

AFTER two late convulfions of the 
earth, or the air, or of both, and 
after a third alarm from a late folemn 
addrefs, perhaps fpreading more terror than 
cither, give me leave to offer you fome com- 
forting confideratioos. 

One earthquake is not always followed by 
another, nor a fecond by a third, nor a third 
by one ftiil more terrible ; neither do their 
havoc in one country imply the fame ia 
any other country. Where one of them has 
fwallowcd a city, or pufhed the fea over the 
continent, how many have been remembred 
only by being felt ? Nobody is frighted at 
the fight much lefs at the found of a (bower ; 
yet inundations caufed by rains have ruined 
•countries and communities, left more exten- 
five defolation, and produced more frequent 
calamities, than earthquakes, at leafl here in 
Britain^ and all over Europe. 

N 6 Earth- 
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Eartliquakes too are produced from nata* 
ral caafes ; fire and floods ib the canities of 
the earth, violent eiTploiiox^. or rarefa£tioo$ 
there, focb as no weight ot bulk cin refill^ 
not a (hell or globe of iron a thonland miles 
thick; and at the fmalleft fpark will blow 
up a thoQ&nd powdrr suUs» a fioall ferlDent 
in the earth, even in the center <^ the earthy 
will flukd it to the liiffice. 

We are not to feek for, or to fappofe fa* 
pernatural caufes, where natural ones are ob- 
vious and certaiQ : the latter will frtisfy every 
reafonable miDd, and fupernatqral caufes are 
qnly fought and urged by vifionaries, dealers 
in jadgmentSy and by fiiarpfcrs iki theology, 
fuch as pretend to foretell wrath to come» 
and to avert it ; nay, fome of them havt 
threatened to bring it, 

Thefe men of prophecy and foirfight ac- 
count for all awful and Ar^king events, by 
intelligence from heaven, and are, or feem, 
confident, that the almighty will do what- 
ever they think he ought to do, referving to 
themfelves a right to prevail with him to 
change, or fufpend his meafures; as if they 
could repeal his decrees, even fuch terrible 
decrees as they had foretold he would ter- 
ribly 
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ribly execute, but for their interpofition and 
charms. 

'They therefore hate, and pretend to de- 
fpife, the tracing of any tremendous appear- 
ances from tiature and reaibn ; a courfe that 
vrould fpoil their warntings and importance. 
No wonder- that they treat the moft learned 
and abk inquirers into the powers of nature, 
a$ littU phikfophers'^ as men who would ut- 
terly fpoil and difgrace the theory of judg- 
ments, 9ftd fink the folcmn charaftcr of judg- 
ment- ilioiigers. 

' Thefe laft have this advantage, that the 
judgments which ihey threaten, are not ob- 
liged to fall, nor even their moft flattering 
prophecies to be accomplifhed ; for if the 
people who are threatened, efcape, their ef- 
cape is derived from the warnings and prayers 
of their monitor, and from his credit and in- 
terccffion above ; and if their hopes from any 
of his kind predidions fait, the people have 
not repented enough, or finned too much. 

Many a noted prophet, chimerical and po- 
fitive, and almoft all pious impoflors, have 
perfevered in foretelling ^nd miftaking all their 
lives, yet ftili pafTed for authentic prophets : 
■■ ■■ fo fafe it is to foretell what will never 

, . , happen. 
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htppcQ, provided the foreteller be dpthed with 
proper fotemnity and coloori. 

If there, were no phik&phersy- great -or 
litllcv then ndght grave augurs monopfalize alt 
interpretatioo» and derive every earthly, tmsrf 
moral eventf from aeveladon (a rare aoqid* 
fition!) nor wonki diey then be obliged^ nw 
indeed concerned, tooftr CiiAior rirfMM» Kir 
drcnoiftances, to prove the trath of 'thairpre* 
difiions, hot would jofiiff their omiflEao» by 
charing infidelity npon all who blansed them 
for it, expofiog them to the wrath of Men, 
by reprefenting them to be under that df 
God. 

Here is a warrant for power and contronl 
without bounds or end. Whoever has the 
art or luck to gain the reputation of explain- 
ing judgments, or of applying judgments, 
may create judgments, and is thenceforth able 
to fubdue and govern mankind without a 
fword, and to convince them without an ar- 
gument. Whence comes the force of fdfe 
miracles, but that they are aflerted by men 
whom we believe, and are therefore received 
becaufe they are aflerted ? What falfe miracle 
would ftand a moment's examination? None 
would. 

The 
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The fame is true of falfe judgments, as 
all are but fuch as God himfelf declares to 
be true. Aad it is agreeable to his divine 
nature to declare them as often as he fends 
them. But who dare to examine, or even 
to doubt, after they are frighted or bewitched ? 
Who would lofe the merit of faith and 
devout fubmiffion, when faith is a divine gift, 
fubmiffion a divine duty ; and when reafon is 
^Do more than the commoo lot of human 
nature i 

Judgments and miracles are the daily topics 
of the jefuits, and other popiOi emifTarieSy to 
cheat the Indians into popery ; fome of their 
great engines of converfion, are edipfes and 
comets, with whatever can frighten ignorance, 
and terrify dupes. Whoever can read, muft 
have found what dreadful alarms have been 
railed in armies and communities by eclipfes, 
and how improved by artful men» amongft 
weak and credulous men ; nay, what dreadful 
doings have followed dreams, miftakcn for vi- 
fions and infpiration? Even aArologers have 
canfed the death of princes, by pretending to 
foretel it. For then the prophecy warranted a 
confpiracy, and prompted the confpirators. 
He, therefore, who could hire a mercenary 
aftroioger to predict the murder or depoiition 
8 of 
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of an emperor, had thence a call to commit it^ 
and a chance to fucceed him. 

Befides, credulity, and even peeviflineTs, 
are as quick in forefeeing judgments, as anger, 
or ambition is in applying them. Such tempers 
with for judgments, and are always extremely 
.cicar-iigbted to perceive them. 

A clown threatened a gentleman with a 
feverc judgment for ordering a poaching dog 
to be fnot, then fet fire to his rtable, and when 
it was burnt, declared that he had forefcen it. 
He was tried and condemned for the faft, 
bur perceived another judgment overtaking the 
juJfjc, wlio p.ift fcntcnce upon him : as the 
jujgc died of a f;.vcr before the fentence was 
executed, the incendiary comforted himfelf, 
•^ That he had again proved a true pro- 
" phct, and that providence had vifitied his 
" enemies.'* 

To raife frightful apprehenfions from ima- 
ginary dangers is at bell officious zeal j to 
drcfs up natuial and fortuitous events in dread' 
ful colours, is worfe. It is to be lamented 
that the meancft inftruments, and the weakefl: 
impoftors c.in fcattcr terrors, and alarm 
HAtions ; eld women and aftrologers can do 
it, and do it daily. No man, not the wifeft 

fiiao^ 
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man, can guefs, no modeft man will affirm, 
againft whom, or for whom it is, that the 
powers of nature are at any time particularly 
difplayed ; why black clouds frown, and where 
lightning is to dart deflruAion ; whofe grounds 
a flood is fent to enrich, or whofe fliecp to 
drown. Such doArine would difcredit the 
deity, and infer notorious partiality in him, if 
one city or country were thus deftroyed, and 
another, not better, efcaped. 

His almighty providence is undoubtedly 
ever armed with equal power to crufli har- 
dened offenders ; but not blindly, nor is his 
thunder launced at random. He not only 
fees guilt, but more or lefs guilt, and doubt* 
lefs fpreads the wings of his mercy over ia- 
tiocence, and even the degrees of innocence. 
To advance the contrary doftrine, feems blaf- 
phemous, and is malesliSlio fupren.i nnminisy 
a reproach upon divine juftice. Let not 
thofe, who are not hardened againft his mer- 
cy, be expofed to his avenging juftice. Di- 
vine warnings againft panicular places and 
particular fins cannot be dumb and unintelli* 
gible 5 cannot be fent by God to men, yet 
not be underftood by men, like a law made 
not to be underftood, therefore impoftible to 
be obfervcd, yet fraught with penalties, and 
worthy not only of a tyrant, but of the worft, 
'^' the 
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tUe moft cnid tyrant* Woold it not be blaC- 
fhemy to father foch a diabolical ordinance . 
npoo the merdful God I 

To fiijt that in all nadons there are fios 
cnougli to merit and invite jodgmentit would 
knply, that erery day calls for jodgmen^ upon 
cverf finoer } and thus every pot of ale too 
much, and every idle word, invites an eu-th*. 
quake to fwallow every man who drinks, and 
every idle woman who talks: a judgment, 
which would not only imply no equal provi* 
dence, bat no providence at all. 

God may feod his judgments | and we 
ought to believe them to be fcnt by him, 
when be declares them fo fent. . When he 
does not) it is daring impiety in a bumaa 
creature (uninfpired) fo to declare them. Are 
fuch blind warniugs to be believed, yet can- 
not be explained, or explained by .proofs that 
rather darken than convince? W^^ ^^'^ ^^' 
dertake to unfold the unfearchable purpofes 
of God, or even all the defigns and cafual 
operations of nature ? 

Vulgar and fuperftitious minds difcovcr 
judgments in the fmalleft accident, efpeci- 
ally if it be bad ; and in the moft unmean- 
ing appearances, if they be but flriking. A 

wateriBa&*a 
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waterman's wife in an angry tone, fuch as 
gener^Iy accompanies the denunciation of 
judgments, <^ blefled God for fending a judg- 
** mcnt upon Weftminjlir-Briige^ in fink* 
^* ing the pier ; declared (he had forefeen it, 
'* and owned that fhe had prayed for it.'* 
She did not flay to conHder, that the remain- 
ing piers were full as guilty, and that, had the 
whole bridge funk, the calamity would not 
have been fo foon removed, and therefore 
more pleafing to her praying fpirit. A ma- 
fon who heard her, contradifting, and thereby 
enraging her, ftie curfed him copioufly, ** for 
** having a confcience as hard as the Jionet^ 
** and the tools he worked them with/' 
The man laughed; that laugh incenfed her 
more 5 (he fwore, and threatened him " with 
*< the vengeance of heaven for laughing at 
<« judgments," and called him atheift. 

^ane Wenham^ tried for witchcraft at Hert^ 
ford (I think in Queen Annez Reign) was 
acquitted. This alarmed the profecutors, 
chiefly clergymen, and fo incenfed them, that 
they threatened the country with fome re- 
markable vengeance, particularly the judge 
and jury, for not believing the lying mar« 
rels and miraculous transformations fworn 
againft the poor wretch. They published 
[oveAives againft judge Powtll particularly, 

an4 
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and reprefeotcd him a$ aa atheift, as he was 
too able a man to be their tool and dotard. 

Witches are accounted by the mob, and 
tlie leaders of mobs, the inftruments of di* 
vine wrath, and judgments are derived from 
nonentities. Old women, poor, and pcevifb, 
arc always unpopular. A law was made to 
murder them> and King Jaftiti the author. 

Self flattery is extreme: the loweft, the 
meancft, and fuch who have no one good 
quality to make them liked, often like them- 
felves, though they plcafe nobody elfe ; per- 
haps the more for that very reafon : they 
conclude their merit is too (hiniog not to be 
envied ; and their fpite being equal to their 
other dcfcfts, they hate all who do not love, 
or not enough love them ; and being fure that 
God loves them equally, and equally hates 
all whom they hate, they arc continually and 
diabolically awarding divine judgments to all 
around them. Such a devilifli fpirit may have 
marked out old women for witches to vulgar 
and fuperftitious eyes. 

Old women, fcolds, and bigots of both 
fexes, have been always forward to fee and 
infiift judgments. Their language is, like 
their fpirit, peevifli and pofitive. Their wi(h 

that 



itfid Orthodoxy Jhakert. 285 

that God may reward you, is a prayer to 
God to curfe you. Yet the loweft of thefe 
wretches, fo blind and rancorous, arc juft as 
fit as the learned and dignified, to afcertaia 
what no man can afcertain. Mother Shrton 
could foretel public calamities, and explain 
why they were fent, as well as both houfes of 
convocation. 

In general diftrefs people arc generally 
humble, and their fears furnifh them with 
caution to fly to the fafed courfes. But ivhen 
that diftrefs is to befall them, or koiu^ no foul 
can inform them, unltfs God firll informs them, 
as he did yo'as and Air a am. The contrition 
dnd humiliation of the Nnevites faved Nifiev-^h^ 
and iheir efcape enrnged the prophet, becaufc 
it contradided his predi6lion : his pride 
touched him more than the efcape of many 
thoufands. 

The flate of Sodom was Angular, as their 
pollution was (hOiking. Yet no man fore- 
faw any judgment approaching till God de- 
clared it in perfon to dtraham^ who even then 
perfuaded God to fpare it, if there were tea 
righteous pcrfons found in it. But it was 
coafigoed to flames, being not bleflcd with 

that 
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that Ictii^ miioher % it wis oonfiii&ed kj fire 
from betfCD piirpole[y ^t. ,^ 

- . s. 
Bot there is no arguing from the calainity 
tod oferthrow of one city, that the like, or 
any will beSiIl another : though ill defervingt 
it may not perhaps be equally ill deferviog. 
All nations are not alike; all people of 
the iiune nation are not alike; and, as I 
have before obferved, the creator, prelcrvert 
and judge of men will not eqniilly pnmfli 
pioQS and imiHons men^ pnnifli a whcde dty, 
becaufe fome, perhaps many^ in it deferve 
to be punilhed. Thank God, the nni?erfal 
guilt of ScJom^ is not the undrerial guilt 
d[ L$ndoH. What inference alarmmg to 
Limhftf can be drawn from the fate of Sadamy 
or to Englijbmm from that of the Javs^ ever 
prone to apoftacy and idolatry; a fpirit not 
ieen here i 

I have the comfort of being perfuaded, 
tliat there are more than ten times uo righ- 
teous peribos in London^ even among the laity ; 
befides feveral hundred clergymen : are not 
clergymen righteous perfoni,^ and is not London 
lafc? 

I remember, during the late rebellion, when 
a fermon was preached and publiihed by an 

eminent 
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emineQC prelate*, full of warning to this nation, 
from the judgments which once befell Ju* 
daa ; a learned divine f, in another fermon, 
removed our terrors, by (hewing to us, that 
as there was no analogy between our cafe and 
theirs, we might reafonably hope to efcape 
their punifhment. He likewife (hewed, how 
groundlefs, how iniquitous, yet how ufual 
it was to draw fuch contrary unrefembling 
parallels. 

Whatever vicious habits, however various 
fins may abound, numbers are innocent. 
There are ladies who do not intrigue, nor 
game ; there are men who do not fwear, 
Bor riot. God's mercy is equal to his dif- 
cernment. His wrath is not blind, like that 
of fooli(h paffionate men. When he intends 
a general vifitation, his goodnefs will give 
warnings that are diflin£^ and intelligible, and 
DOt puzzle us with cracking in the air, or 
the nodding of houfes. Jf a volley of thun- 
der maim a church, and fpare the pari(h (as 
I have known it happen) is it to be con- 
ilrtied a divine rebuke to the parfon, as a 
-worfe man than his parifhioners ? Or if, in the 
late concu(fiQns, any of the churches in Lon* 

• Dr. Skirled, then hiihop of Salijbury, late 
of London* 

•j- Mr. PFarburtoM. 

don 
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don (hould be hturt, and the playhoufes efcapdy 
Would it imply aay famSity ia a theatre fapeiior 
to that of a cathedral i 

Romcy the center of the catholic reIigion» 
Is perhaps the mod debauched, the moll pol- 
luted city iQ Europe^ and the religious mcQ 
the moft vicious men in Rome : I would iTum- 
bly a(k any cafuift in judgments, who ob- 
ferves, " that a city without religion, can 
*^ never be a fafe place to dwell in," whether 
the Rofnift) fyftem of impoftures be religion ? 
I could f:fk another qucftion, whether the 
bible be not a fufficient fyftem \ Is Rtme a 
fafe city to dwell in, where all iniquity, al] 
impuriry prevails, and where no bible is per- 
mitted ? It is my 07. n firm opinion, that true 
religion cannot prevail, nay can hardly fub- 
fjft, in a city where all religions are not 
tolerated, and none puniflied. Laws agaioft 
confcience make men ciiminals, when the 
men obnoxious to them do not obferve them, 
r.nd often make them hypocrites, when they 
(\o. In matters of mire confcience men 
Ihould be fubjeft to no fear, but to the fear 
of the Lord. 

Moral ciflions arc proofs of religion ; mo- 
rality is rclioion, and every man truly reli- 
gious will be for Vo\et^u^^ every religion ; 
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«idt whatcfer any man thiska idt^oQ, k 
rdigiiHi to chat mao, whatever grimaces and 
fiuMttdfin may attend it. L^ndm and iAi« 
flirimn abound in religion, bccaafe they to* 
lerate all religions. Let us blefs God, tbac 
Isnd^n is a (afe place to dwell in, 

Rnne too is fubjeft to earthquakes. Have 
thefe earthquakes only, or chiefly affliAed the 
monks and priefts, men who are priocipally 
immerfed in the fin of Sodom^ and oth^r ini- 
quities as flioddng to religion, as that is to 
nature, immerfed an continual frauds, fuper-< 
ftition, and idolatry, preaching the fame^ 
praAidng the fame, crushing and burning all 
gainfayers; yet fuch bold hypocrites, tbac, 
engrofling the trade of falfe prophecy and 
impofture, they are thejnoft early to forefec 
judgments, and the moft zealous to apply 
them; never to themfelves, but to their ene- 
mies ; chiefly to protefiants, men of reafoa 
and inquiry, who are for refcuing truth 
from impofture, the word of God from the 
frauds of monks, deFendiog confclence from 
conftraint, and the children of the gofpcl from 
the fires of the inquifition. 

The everlaOing lies and judgments upon 
Luther and Calvin^ and upon all the lights 
of the reformation, wete rung, loudly and 

VOJt. I. w 
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fnceflantly i^ ilhc ears of Chrtjhni^m^ and 
are ftill rung, and believed by all blind ca<- 
tbolict ; and fuch at are not blind carholici 
ire not good catholics. I fliould not wonder 
to hear that the (aine inventors of calumnies 
and judgments had fent one againft Camhrldgt^ 
for Dr. MlidLun% unanfwerable writings 
againft popery. 

I have often thought that the common 
preachers and difcovercrs of judgments were 
of all men the moft obvious marks for judg- 
ments. Who could be more fo than thofe 
Englijh doftors, who had long perfccuted 
proteflant diiFtoteiS) and flattered lawlefs 
power ; enemies to confcience and law, con- 
feqnently to fociety and their country be- 
fore the revolution^ and to legal government 
after the revolution? Did not the famous 
Oxford decree, tn the reign of King Charles 11. 
feem to be a call for divine vengeance, as 
it was a doom pronounced by that univerfity 
againft the conftitution, furrendering, or rather 
fentenclng law to will? That uo judgment 
befell a college there (ince, for the fio of 
S.dom^ was lefs to be admired, as the fame 
was perfonal and limited. The earthquake 
was not felt there. 

<< The men, who fee but little into na- 
«< tural caufes, yet offer to account for the 

•• opera- 
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^^^-opention of oatare, are furely ////// fbi- 
^ kfofhnif^ fiat^ible philofophers, indetd 
Jiny. icDfible flaaa, may find obvious natural 
caafct for foch operations, for thunder and 
lighteniog, and inundations, nay ior earth* 
-quakes. Sir Ifaac Newtcn particularly has 
4]one it, and has even taught us how to 
fnake an earthquake. He was no Utli ffhi' 
Jojopbir^ nor fmall divine; he did not pre- 
tend to derive crazy warnings from fortui- 
tous fignalS) but profefled to promote con- 
vidion, as he had received it, by reafon 
and figures, and the exprefs word of God. 
'Fortune-teHers and jugglers take another me- 
thod, and inftead of fpeaking to the reafon of 
people, fpeak to their credulity and fears. 

The northern lights, though .always known 
in Europty had been fo little obferved in 
England^ that about thirty years ago, ap- 
pearing very fingular, as they were very re- 
jmarkable, indeed amazing, the colours fo 
▼arious and glowiqg, the agitations fo vip* 
lent, .and the rays fo pointed and rapid, 
that, without the aid or declaiming cant of 
dealers in prophetic wonders, the people were 
.'greatly alarmed, and fome of them pofleflTed 
vrith horror: fome feared public calamities. 
Others rejoiced, as they faw fuch judgments 
O 2 declared 
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declared agsunft the perfons, or party obnoxioas 
to tbem; for fo angry and credulous vulgar 
minds argae : they were fare of approaching 
changes, national vengeance and a general 
revolution, from fiery dragons, nay armies 
embattled and encountering in the iky. Some 
hoped, fome dreaded the reftoration of po- 
pery} and to many, efpedally in the i^orth, 
heaven was feen manifefting its wrath for 
the execndon of rebels. I do not remember 
that any boding fermons, or doleful tddrefies 
followed thofe lights. 

Loofe books, lewd women, and brothels 
abound in Cbrifitndem much more than in 
Turkey. Is Cbriftendom le(s under the pro- 
te^ion of providence than Turkey t The chri- 
Aian clergy indulge in wine infinitely more 
than thofe of TwrJtey% are the Mahometan 
mollahs lefs obnoxious to divine judgments 
than our Chriflian do£)ors ? 

' Do loofe books fwarm? It is a bad, a 
common, I doubt inevitable efFcA, arifing 
from a good caufe, public liberty, and the 
liberty of the prefs. Take away public li- 
berty, and yott check the public progrefi 
of books: but with the fupprellion of the 
bad, the good wiil be fupprefled. Who can 
fettle .the bounds and dininAion bcUveen 

them? 
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them i The worft are fometimes liked and 
enccHiraged; fometimes the beft are oflenfive 
and decried. Who can fix the ftandard } 
N(me bat the Pope, or the great Turi^ 
the only officers fit to aboIKh the conftita* 
tioa and loofe books, the licenticmrners of 
the preis with that of the pulpit; though 
there be fome objeflions to be made to the 
great ?Vi, by the advocates for rigid uni- 
formity, fince the Grand Seignor allows liberty 
of.confdence. 

Franci abounds \vlth free-thinkers, no 
kingdom in Europe more, nor fo much : 
Holland^ above all countries, abounds with 
printing- preflfesy with free-thinking and ob- 
noxious books, which are from thence dif* 
perfcd all over the world. France and Helland 
are pot alarmed with earthquakes, at lead 
more than we are. Yet Amjlerdam far 
exceeds (or perhaps it will found more arch 
aod fatirical to fay ^< heati) all the world »,. 
<• htau even London^ in the trafiick of in— 
, *« fidelity/' 

This word infidelity, which is little un* 
derftood, is for the moft applied angrily, in- 
deed at random, to afperfe and reproach all' 
men who differ from bigots : it is become a-^ 
iix>lding term in craft and bigotry, as other 
0. 3 grofir* 
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grofs words are* Ih marketi atfd mobs. Na 
man, who is «ot an infidel io the fight of 
God, ought to be treated as oae amoogft 
chrifiians, nor is (o treated amongft candid^ 
well-bred pagans ; yet the beft men are often 
mArlied and blackened as fuch by craftfmeo, 
and pious railers, who baviog firft given them 
an odious name, boldly deliver them to fome 
doleful doom here, and then to devils and 
flumes- hereafter. There have been few great 
men, of dininguifhed talents and ability, 
but have fallen under the rage of bigots, 
and the obloquy of craftfmen ; witnefs Raleigb^ 
Locke^ Bajlc^ 7fUotf<m^ indeed all who laughed 
at holy dunces, and left the beaten track of 
their importanr whims and grimaces. The 
charge of' infidelity, were it not fo oomown. 
would appear too ridicolons to be believed ; 
and the daily inftances of it are too con- 
temptible to be rq>eated. The vulgar no- 
tions of It are agreeable to the prieftly no- 
tions; fo are the vulgar »pprehenfions of 
judgments. 

All the public calamities bcfaltiftg the 
Roman empire for fome ages, hurricanes 
and earthquakes, invaCon, flaughtcr, pefti- 
lence, and war, were derived by the pa- 
gan priefis and divines from the anger of 
their Cods againft the chrifiians, who dif- 

Ix'Ueved 
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believed the Gods, and coptemned the fa- 
crificesi a popular charge amoDgH the pagans, 
and blindly fwallowed by the pagan mob. 
On/ius wrote a large volume to Confute that 
prevailing calumny, thoroughly refuted that 
popular dander, and demon (Ira tcd» by a co- 
pious deduflioD of fa£ls» that public calamiiitrs 
cxf.all fortf had ufually and equally ai9i£led the 
J^Mntfjf.ftate. The chriAians afterward re- 
torocd the charge upon the pagans, and per- 
ceiving infinite guilt and horror in the fuper- 
AitioQ of the pagan wor(hfp, prieds, and 
Idolatry, boldly deri?ed every public mif- 
fortuoe from that fource, and pronounced 
every public misfortune an evident cSi{t of 
divine judgment ^ and every phoenomenoiiii 
iMwevcr natural, pafl'cd for a warning of ter- 
rible events to follow. 

^ This wild fpirit was found in chriilians 
agaioft chriftians; and every feA of them 
law judgments threatening and overtaking a 
different ieA ; and it produced higher bar- 
barities than ever was produced by the fuper* 
Aition of pagans. The pagan prieAs chiefly 
fltooed their angry deities with the blood of 
bollocks : cbriflians facrificed chriftians in 
pjous fury, invoked wrath divine, and ap* 
plied it to fatiace their own wrath ; thus the 
ireozy of chriflian zeal proved more fierce 
O 4 aoA 
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aod peftilenty than the ftnpid fuperflkion of 
heathens. 

The aifleadert of chriftians anri^ of pa- 
gans (for the thoughtlefs many will always 
be mifled by the crafty few) had one eternal 
advantage and temptation: they were ftV* 
ways fure, by aoy flrarrge tale or any awful 
fonnd, to make the people ftare and trem^ 
ble, and thence fubjeA to any imprefSons, 
cfpecially thofe of blind rcTcrence^ obedi* 
cnce, and liberality to the clergy; no won* 
ilcr the clergy fattened and mnltiplied, and 
took a thoufand fliapes, hatched a thoufand 
creeds, and had ten thoufand difputes. Monks^ 
at firft, fingle and folitary, infpired by cra- 
zinefs, encreafed by craft, fed by credulity 
and lying wonders, appeared in hoR^, co« 
vered countries, darkened and fubdued them» 
at laft engroffed them ; always raifing devils 
and terrors, always exorcifing tbem» .yet never 
fuffering them to be laid : iince a final con* 
queft of Satan would have finiOied the lucra« 
tive and important trade. An end of the 
enemy would have put an end to the army : he 
was therefore growing every day (Ironger, tho* 
they were every day routing him, yet every 
day magnifying his power, and the dreadful 
increafe of his empire. 

Equally 
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Squally politic was thci^«colMltf^ about 
JDdgmeots. It was they v who foretold them, . 
tbence they were prophets^! an exalted cha*. 
mEttrt it was. they only wh6 coald deprecate ^ 
and avert them : this ^ was . . a . miracle, and » 
it was they who worked it. Whit could be . 
more god- like? Wai> it any marvel that men ? 
ib divine^ ^ controuled all .men? . and that v 
holding > mankind by the Arongeft tics, thdr ^ 
hopes ^ and feai^ , they governed mankind, ^ 
^P^ gained the wealth of- the world; another 
powtrful means of.fwaying iti- To (ecpre • 
thdr imporiaoce^', or> retrieve thtir^ finking - 
credit^ .they need -only raife fome public pan«^ 
nie, or improve it when it was already Taifed ; . 
a blazing ftary a hurricane, weather too Jiiot^- 
or too moiftf markets very low^ or very high,<^ 
were. fertile fabjeds for declamiuion and de- ^ 
undfttioo^' a mauifeft. warning, to reverence 
the $niM^s, ^JoA a divine rebuke for not doing ; 
it enoughs:. Heaven < was in wrath, whenever ^^ 
tjiey were, and there was no way of pacifying ^ 
heaoren, but by padfyiog them: then they y 
[>pened thdr iofuripg office^ and. warraatedi 
publii: iafety and exemption. 

I have beard of <Hie of/^fe dedalming - 

iMrafd^, who having loft (atafi ^pj^ei, folded < 

tlif poriih for fix Sundays fucceffivdy, and in • 

O 5 cvcrf 4 
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efcry fcmoo tbreatened them with fomc. an^ 
gry jodgment from the Lord, uolefs they, 
averted it by difcovering the prophane rob-^- 
ber of hit orchard. And if the good mail 
bad not been preferred to a richer living, it 
was thought the fame zeal might have ani- 
mated many more fermooa. His eloquence 
and terrors had already fo prevailed, that 
many of the good wives were eameft with 
their hu (bands to leave that wicked pariffa, 
jtkft ready to be fwallowed np. He had be- 
fore given a fpecimen of his prophetic or de- 
uouncing fpirit agaiaft a yoong gentlewoman 
in a neighbouring village, once very come- 
ly in her perfon, but afterward terribly 
oiarked with the fmall pox. The good man 
declared it to be a judgment upon her for 
her prrde. The dodor bad courted her la 
her bloom, and was refufed. A reverend doc- 
tor in Nottingham/hire^ when the diftemper 
amongfl the cattle raged moft there, and al) 
over the county, yet faw the cows in his 
pari(h fwept away by a particular judgment, 
tor that the farmers would not pay him more- 
tithes than were due to him, and had caft him 
at the aflizes. He obferved it particularly be- 
falling a farmer who had loft Gif, cows more 
than any of the reft ; for that he had been the 
ling leader in the oppofition. He forgot to 

remember 
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aoy other parilhioiier. 

The Sc$tcb coveoaoters, an haodred years 
aigo, were for ever percdviog jodgmeots (ail- 
ing upoa the malignanis^ that is, all who 
difiered from thdr peevi(h divinity, and nar- 
row politics. The civemant was the cry, 
and wherever the covenant did not prevail, 
the fainu iaw aothiag bat irreligion and uni« 
vcrfid prophanenefs. The Jangtr rf tbi church 
was a cry like it, and followed by all vi* 
mlence, flander, and a call for divine jadg- 
ments. Both thofe cries are now deff^ed, 
bot aew ones will every now and then be 
ariiittg. 

Do loo(e books fwarm ? So do, or may, 
books agaiod them. Let books anfwer books. 
Is there aoy other way of anfweriog ? The 
prefs b open; fo is the law which puni(hes 
unlawful books. Paios and penalties only 
would be remedies worfe than the difeafe^ 
and deftroy all books at laA. The clergy 
have all eocoaragecseot, all advantages ; great 
and exclpfive advaotages, laws, revenues, and 
learniog; they engrofs the pnlpit* and for<- 
Di(h an army of anfwerers. It 
them to get all books reftn 
10 be read but their V 
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bw vonld flill be vantiag ag^kift all pkeet 
iof refortt coffee-houles, the fx^Awif/y tbe Parii 
end at laft, another againft fpeech and confer* 
Acioo. Enthnfiafis armed'aiid kt kwTet and the 
moft raging perfccndon, even the firei of the 
inqnifitiony which it only a higher degree of per- 
jccatiooi cooU not tSsik foch a thorough icfer^ 
flUtioB. ,: Bat poptfli pricAsy and thofe who are « 
KIm them* find nothing too high or impraAlca- 
ble, to gratify thdr (pirk, ^lyiuiii thdr fro- 
wardaefs is piqued ; not power witboat bonddit, 
Bor flames and pnnifhmcQt without mercy. 

Does it not refleft fome fcandal upon the 
clergy to complain c^ iDfidelicy, wifih foch 
infinite fucconrs and champions for orthodoxy ? 
If writiogs be falfe, truth will confound them; 
If abftu-d, reafon will expoTe them. I 
hate all immoral writings, as I do alt falfe 
apd immoral fermons» Surely, there have 
iKen many fuch ; ai>d I have heard of times^ 
#ben the immorality of th& pulpit has been 
glaring: k has done more harm; it muft 
have done more, than any infidel productions 
amongft the miftaught vulgar can do. Were 
Sachevenrs mad mob, or the mad man at 
the head of the mob, ever fufpeAed of in- 
fidelity ? No ; they were poiibncd by mad fer- 
nons againft peace and diflenters, and lived 
ia (he eooftant praAice 6f drunkcBq^fs; It 

was 
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«ras not kiiidelity chat filled the high-church 
rabble with gio, and the ftreets with fwear- 
ing. Drinkiog and fwearing are not the vices 
of diflenters ; fome of them have been dif- 
covered and abnfed for being diflfenters, becaufe 
they refufed to drink and fwear. Is not this a 
remark worthy the attention of the bi(hops and 
clergy? 

Perhaps the «greateft good that Laud and 
his brethren ever did to religion, was, that 
by their headlong rage agaioft confciencc, 
they mottiplied puritans^ aod by preaching 
againft law, ronfed patriots to defend law; 
and dias faved the flare, whilft they labour* 
cd to deftroy it. If thefe prelates had been 
infidels, and preached infidelity, they could 
have made no converts (for the people had 
an oppofite tnrn] and confeqneotly could 
have done little hurt ; but, as furious zealots 
and time-fervers, they brought upon the na« 
tioB the heavieft national curfes, opprefCon, 
mifery, and exile, and made war upon civil 
and religions liberty. 

Few men oppofe the truths of religion, 
er opinions really pious; but all men, who 
cfleem truth and fenfe, will ftrive to hinder 
tbe falfe ma&s and dlfguiics of religion, fenfe- 
left fyflcma of ritnals, and inaedible myfte- 

ries^ 
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ries, from being impofed for rdigioo. Aoi 
for fuch yirtuoos and laudable endeavours, 
the beft men are branded with infidelity by 
hypocrites; the eternal principles of truth 
and liberty, are called atheifm, and the main- 
ta'ifitng fuch principleSi blafphemy. Inflances 
of this would be endlefs. The thing is no- 
torious, and ever has been ; as it is, that for 
the higheA publick bleffing, mifreprefented 
and blackened by bigots and crafifmen, the 
pnblic hath been threatened with divine ven* 
geance, efpecialiy for the rcvofntion, and the 
ad of toleration, religion and confcience fecur- 
ed, and the Aate reflored. 

There can be no certainty that there is 
any religion in a country, where none but. 
one is fufTered : for all men, and the word 
men, may comply with it; but where all 
religions are tolerated, one of them is likely 
to be the true one, at leaft the true one 
has accefs there. Confcience and fincerity 
are the true criterions and trial of religion. 
Whoever annoys the priefts any where, is 
fure to be an infidel. Enthufiafm and im* 
pofture are more pernicious to religion than 
infidelity, at lead the infidelity commonly im» 
puted. He who allows others to think and 
pray as they lift, will hurt bo man for bis 
thinking and praying, however different from 
,. .. the 
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tbe.iQoSc: he who would hurt any maD for b 
dUTering, is a bad member of fociety, and 
would dlftrefs it if he could. 

- All that differ from a bigot, e?en in whims, 
and grimaces, are obnoxious to hxs frowm 
and detraftlon ; naf^ often configrted to To^ 
fk4U He fefs up a Oandard of belief and 
forms, and whoever do not bfindly fobmit to iri 
are marked wiih bad names ; that of infide'% 
and ietfts is a current calumny. 

We Tivc in an age of light, and confe-* 
quently of inquiry ; an age of liberty, con« 
feqnently of knowledge. No marvel the 
age is vilified by nairrow and deiigning meoi 
railed at for incredulity, and menaced with 
jadgroents. 

The Fnnth clergy, and the deluded bi- 
gots tbcir friends and followers, faw divine 
vengeance juft impending over Franct^ for 
the damning fin of the reformation, and 
growth of the Hugmi^tSj and afcribed to 
thofe caufes every public calamity, even the 
cakmities of their own bringing. Every 
event falutary to the kingdom, paflcd with 
thefe madmen for a curfe, and every curfe 
of the pope, iafcrred the qsxik pf God; 4q4 
tbejr paid thdr court to the almighty by fa- 

crificing 
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crifidhg men. For all bigots would be perfe^ 
cutors, and all perfccators are chafflpionsfor 
human (acrifice* 

The Hugenats too, thought the crying na- 
tional fins called for a divine viliution ; but it 
livas only for the fins of the Fnncb clergy, their 
worldly pnrfults, the torpitode f||^ their live^ 
and their implacable fpirit. 

The cities of L9ndom and Wefimnfitr^ 
doubtlefs abound in vice, lewdnefii, licend- 
onfnefs and luxury ; fo do other, indeed all, 
great citiet. Wherever there is wealth, it 
will always be abufed, and men will riot 
when they can, even when they are little 
able. Continual ill examples, and their own 
wanton inclination^, will be continually prompt- 
ing them \ and in a free country no reftraintt 
will be found fuffident; nor can the moft 
arbitrary government extinguifli corrupt na- 
ture, without extinguiihhig fociety. 

Here in England we want not relhraln. 
tng laws, fines, and (locks, for drunkards 
and fwearcrs ; pillories, jails, and gibbets, fw 
theft and fraud ; as alfi> for unnatural pol- 
lution ; an enormity (hocking to nature, ex- 
poafiveand ruinous, andgeneratty abhorred. 

En 



t.ven without laws, all vices bring cerutil 
retribution, even in this world: diftrefs and 
poverty follow idlenefs and extravagance, as 
\pfirmities and pain do debauchery. Difgrace 
attends knavery; every enormity has its 
checks, and, what ought to be the flrongeft 
of all, we have the ties and terrors of relw 
gion ; we have a numerous clergy, nobly en- 
dowed to preach religion, which flouri(hes moft, 
and perhaps is only fafe, where every one con 
joys bis own. 



The teachers too of religion are fo many, 
ib endowed, and fo prote^led^ that perhaps 
it becomes them the leaft of all men, to be 
iDteighbg againft the morals of the age, 
ts tt fnay probably imply fome failure ia 
themfelves. Where they are fober, diligent, 
humble, and difinterefted, wedded to fouls, 
aod not to the world, libera], charitable, 
pmient, and meek, they mud foon fee glo- 
rious fruits of fo many virtues, and fo much 
labour. A minifler who hardly ever fees 
bis flock, is not likely to mend them by 
railing at them once a week. The influence 
of bis condua will be fironger than that of 
bis preaching. 

The 
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The codntry fellow had greatly the ii^ 
taotage of his parfoD, who having juft preach- 
td a Jac9biti rernioD, and feeing the felloW 
in the church porch, charged him harfiilyk 
with fome breach of promlfe. ** Sir, fays 
*' the clown, I have kept my Word, as well 
^ as yod have kept your oath i did not yoa 
« fwear to King Gtorgi?" A dreadful re- 
proach ; the more fo, as the parfon was con-* 
ftnnt and lond againft the gro\vth of irre- 
ligron and impiety, yet had comttiltted the 
greateft that a man can cotnmit I I hope 
fuch crying examples are very rare. The 
time has been when there were many fuch^ 
fjnce the revolution. What could be more 
provoking heaven to vific the land with judg- 
ineiitt, if heaven ponred down its judgments 
promifcuonfly I 

Were fuch men fit to combat popery, to 
recover Arayed proteftants, or to inveigh a* 
gainft any vice, or fin, when they had com- 
mitted the highefl, the fin of perjury, and 
lived in the courfe of that fin i 

Can loofe books be fo crying a crime? 
We have had many fuch ; many from the 
hands of clergymen. This was boldly af- 
ferted by a reverend doQor in convocation, 

even 
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tt^en iQ the good rrign of Queeo Amie. HM 
urards Were ftrong aod remarkable : *< Whh 
*^ what confcieoce can we comply of the 
**• liccntfotifnefs of the lay-writers, when if all 
"^ the books againft religion and the fcrip- 
•' tures, againft the laws of the land, and 
** the condhotion of the church, were pack- 
^* ed together, I would undertake to pick 
•« out the worft, by pointing at thofe writ- 
*« ten by clergymen, even of the moft pra- 
<« fligate drollery, as well as moft feriout 
•» herefy?" 

How glad muft we all be to find from 
A great authority, that though guilt and pro- 
flig^yi *nd bad books prevail amongft ufi 
they are all confined to the laity, and the der* 
gy are clear of all» utterly blamelefs, and alB« 
daousintbclrdnty? 

• The books chiefly complained of were 
moftly imported from abroad, or clandeftine* 
ly printed at home. So were the piQuresf 
dpecially from Italy^ where lewdnefs and 
prieftcraft have fo long reigned : the clergy 
there are not fo pure and pious as ours are. 
Here thefe deteftable performances were fold 
by ftealth, and fome of the venders taken 
vp and punitied< Such books and piAures 
never fell in my way, though it feems tbey 

night. 
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Blighty with tome paios, hare beeo found. 
I caoQot thiok any virtuooi man would ralM 
fiich pains. I know fome magiftrates who 
were inclined to feize and profecute them, 
but could not come at tbem. It is plain 
Ibme very rcTerend perfons have fully pern- 
fed them, doilbtledi to learn how deteftnbk 
they were. 

Br6thels are not confined to this country : 
They are found in all dates, and even to* 
lerated in fome of the beA, to prevent evil» 
ilill greater. Haunts of idlenefs, and places 
of pleafure are found in all great cities, and 
encouraged in all rich cities, yet do not al« 
ways invite earthquakes. The two late fliocks 
were not more felt at Ramlagh and fFbit/s, than 
in tlie Jbbey. Extravagant gaming deferves 
to be expofed, but will not, I hope, bring 
an earthquake upon fuch who do not game 
extravagantly. The fame may be faid of 
other diverfions. Even the multiplicity of 
churches and religious houfes, have been fre* 
quent fubje^ls of complaint and declamation* 
In truth, feditious fermons to inflame, and 
falfe doflrines to miflead the people, and 
bad examples from holy charaAers, where* 
ever they happen, are matter of juft forrow 
and indignation. A declaiming angry pea 
can never want a theme, even in favour of 

the 
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the popifh lent ia a protefiant country ! Nor 
can the biftiops and clergy always efcape the 
npbraidings of a warm haranguer. How many 
.doqacot iovei^ives were made after the re- 
volution by the nonjuriog dodiors againd all 
the churchmen who took the oaths and kept 
them i (for all the Jacobites were not non- 
jurors). The fame raging declaimers were 
daily threatening judgments upon the nation, 
for the national fubmiflion to the govern- 
ment; and the earthquake after the revo- 
lution was reckoned a judgment for it. To 
the conforming clergy* who flill remained' 
difaffeAed, the fame angry orators gave great 
qiarter. 

The increafe of popery is a great and 
growing evil, to the misfortune of proteftants, 
and to the difgrace of papifts, who buy con- 
verts at fo much a head. But this evil doth ' 
not lie at the door of the laity only. Much 
of the remedy depends upon the clergy, their 
diligence and dodrine. They muft drop all 
* the felfilh tenets, all the wild claims of po- 
pery, whatever is derived frooi popery, or 
rdembles popery. The contrary conduA hath 
iiada natural efTeA, kept popery in counte- 
nance, and poifoned proteftants. Whoever 
iiroold curb confcience, and denies toleration 
to coDfdenlious opinions. Is a paplft ; who- 
ever 
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ever maiDtaiDS prc(b;teriaDS, or any k& pf 
proteflants, to be worfe than papifls, is an 
advocate for popery. I'hc principles and dif- 
cipline of the nonjurors, are direftly and ef- 
fentially poplfli ; their jargon of apoftelic foc-i 
•ceflion, their keys of heaven and hell, their 
auricular confeffion, and abfolution, their ia« 
dependent pileftly power, coercive over con- 
fcience, their conferring the Holy Ghoft, their 
antic poftures acd ceremonies, and train of pious 
buffooory. 

He who defends or favours thofe nonjur- 
ing pofitions and claims, which are literally 
popiih, is unfit to expofe popery, or recover 
perverted proteflanis. Thefe latter being 
chiefly the loweft of the people, wretchedly 
lodged. It requires great patience and zea]^ 
and fome drudgery, to vifit them in cellars 
and garrets, (tables and ftalls, to converfe 
with them, and inftruft them. I hope there 
are fome, as there ought to be many, who 
chearfully fubmit to the toil. 

Some money in charity may lik^wife he 
wanting, and there are churchmen who can 
well fpare it. A late venerable prelate^ a true 
and tried protedant, told a friend of his upon 
this fubje£):, that it cofl him four hundred 
pounds a year to lefTen the pope's (ubjeds 

in 
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in England: he told a A017 at the fame time 
of ooe of his brethren, very zealous, but 
very fordid, who preaching once upon the 
doty of bilhops and paftors co preach and 
convert, one of his hearers faid humouroufly, 
*' I believe my lord would fave fouls, if it coft 
*« him nothing." 

To conclude. I doubt, my good friends 
and neighbours, whatever iniquities and er-. 
rors arc found, and whatever want of re- 
formation, you muft be chiefly your own 
- jrefoTiJiers. You may eafily fee your faults, 
and your own intereft and eafe are conti- 
nual Qiotivcs to remove them. The exam- 
ple of feme reclaimed from vice and foljy, 
will have ft ftrong ^effcCt upon others, malus 
many aOiaxned, many afraid to purfue (hame- 
ful and rninous courfes, In the &ce of neigli^- 
bours juft reclaimed from them. Every one 
will find thq.Tweet benefit of a good life, 
which being feen by all, ciuft encourage all 
^ho fee irt Aft righteoufly and fear God, 
and then you aeed not fear earthquakes. 
"Shew youf fear of God, by fearing to offend 
liim in hurting one another. Be honeft and 
virtiious, and yon are fure to pleafe him. 
-Your gracious creator cannot fend down 
inch vengeance as makes no diflinAion be^ 
tween gnilt and innocence. Certainly you 

are 
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are aot all guilty, at leaft equally guilty; 
but as crimes are coDtagious, and as de- 
bauchery and riot may have hurtful coofe- 
quences, even upon fuch as abhor them, 
and upon the whole community, it is en- 
cumbent upon every man to curb and dif- 
couragethem* 

It is therefore your duty and intereft to 
make the office of the magiflrate ufelefs, or 
kfs wanted ; your vigilance for the public 
is vigilance for yourfeives : and then great 
officers may be ufelefs without being per- 
nicious ; and fo may great churchmen be 
•decent and induflrious; there are many fuch 
amongft you : would to God you were all 
fo! The good are fecurity to tjie bad, and 
will find their account in correcting and re- 
claiming them. 

Swearing and Imprecations are (hocking 
habits, a difgrace to fociety, and make men 
worfe than favages : ihey are proofs of im- 
piety and grofs morals (fo is drunkennefs :) 
furely they require a fpeedy cure, and every 
man is called and interefted to work a cure. 
Let every one mend as many as he can; 
and in order to it, mend himfelf firft. With- 
out focb a difpo&tioot and fuch zeal, fer- 

mons. 
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moos, mvedives, aad even laws, will be in- 
efibaaal. 

Yoa of coarfe freqaent fuch preadiers as 
you find moft edifying. Shew that you are 
edified by them in the fobriety and integri- 
ty of your lives, A good life is the fure 
proof of a good man; without it, pious pro* 
feflioDs, repeated devotions, and all the parade 
of ordinances, furni(h no folid proofs ; for the 
worft men, and great hypocrites, may aft 
the fame part, and wearing a religious maik, 
may paGs for religious men. 

It Is far from being an affront to reli- 
gion to try it by morality, which is the law 
of nature ; and the law of nature is a per- 
it(X law, as many able writers and divines 
have amply (hewn, particularly your prcfent 
bifliop in a fermon preached many years ago, 
before the fociety for propagating the gofpel 
in foreign parts : he there avers, and thinks 
he has proved, that chrijiianlty is as old 
4is the creation, and, when it appeared, was 
uo more than a repuhlicatiQn of the law of 
nature. 

Agreeably therefore to his lord(hip*s doc*' 
trine, whatever is not warranted by reafon, 
ought not to be received as religion. A noble 

VOL. L P principle! 
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principle ! v^hich had it been attended to, 
woald liave done infinite good to the v^orld, 
by preventing infinite evil in it, Mahome- 
tanirm, and all other impoflures, enthufiafls, 
crazy fyflems, and falfe zeal for them ; 
that zeal, which is always keenefl when 
blindeft, monks, perfecution, and fpiritual 
tyranny; all lying prophecy, falfe alarms, 
and pious panics from the common works 
of nature 

Upon an earthquake in queen Elizabeth*^ 
time, the biftiops applying to her, to appoint a 
general faft, had a negative anfwer, and her 
rcaion for it : (he told them, *' her people 
•* were frightened enough already." 

During an earthquake in Catariea (a city 
in S/t/7)', deftroyed by it) the inhabitants, 
croudiog firft into the ftreet, then into the 
fields, were perfuaded by the priefts and friars 
to return, and repair to the churches, parti- 
cularly to the great one dedicated to St. Agaths^ 
and to pay their devotion to the rellques of the 
faint, for deliverance. The poor people did 
fo; and all perifhed, above eleven ihoufand* 
moft of thtm under the ruins of the church. 
Had they followed their firft guides, their eyes 
and their fenfes, they might have fared their 
lives. The monks were then certainly fatal 
RuideSj and always are when their guidance is 

not 
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not warranted by common fenfe and reafony 
more efpecially when it contradifts both. 

Let us all live good lives, and then we need 
iot fear death nor earthquakes. 

I am. 

My good friends and neighbour Sf 
With affe^ionati zeal, 
Yourjincere humble fervant^ 

A Laymak. 
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A SEASONABLE 

APOLOGY. 



IT IS not every one that Is dubbed a 
knight, but every man ought to have 
the fpirit of knighthood in him, and va- 
loroufly do all the good he can. In this 
fcnfc I myfelf am a confiderable hero ; my 
pen is my fpear, my inkhorn is my armSj 
and for my^creft, I bear a burning tobacco pipe, 
mth this dreadful motto, ■ > which in a 

time of confpiracies is not fafe to be utter- 
ed. 1 live in a lonely room, frightful and 
bigh> and when there is any fun, I have my 
full ihare of it ; I wifti I could not boaft the 
like civility from the rain. Here I fpend my 
time in the defence of the difirefled, and in 
obfiinate fading. All the unhappy are under 
Bxy proteftion, and myfelf among the reftj 
invifible to all the world, but a certain hob* 
goblin, who will be mentioned in the begtn- 
Ding of the next paragVaph. I have already 
half finiOied my apologetic difTertation upon 
Sa/Iy Salt/bury^ with a manifefto in favour of 
the Sophy of Per/tai as alfo an elegy upon 
the defeat and lo/Tes, and mournful flight of 
P 4 the 
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the oorthern hc&or the eofuing campaign; 
and moreover. Lord ^-— 's laft dying fpeech 
and confeffion ; likewife an amphibious fpeech 
for a ooble lord and commoner ; a fpeech of 
two fentences and a half; befides a certain 
general's lamentation for his difgrace next 
Michaelmas: ib which i$ added, an appendix 
upon politics, embroidery, and good eating. 
There is too this minute upon my table a 
quire of paper clofe writ, entitled, A vindi'^ 
cation of a gnat dead minifiir^ from the unj^ift 
calumnies of fomi ill informed Jacobites j as if 
he had been tke'r enemy. N. B. This vindi- 
cation is clear and full; as is likewife my 
letter to Sir John Blunt ^ proving that him« 
felf and his brethren of the South- Sea, though 
reduced by the parliament to great poverTy, 
will fuddenly be full as rich as they were 
before. But I am particularly fond of my 
advice to the pretender, recommending to him 
John Barber and Mrs. Manley for his firft 
miniders, Mr. Alex. Pope for publifhing and 
correcting the memoirs of his reign, and a 
certain univerfity for a dry nurfe for his fon. 
I fhall only add here two more performances 
of mine, viz. a confolatory epiftle to thofe 
who have profitable places and fmall fallarie^, 
with a reproof to fucK as have free quarters 
upon certain offices ; and a word of comfort to 
the public creditors four years hence. 

AU 
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All thefe are elaborate pieces, and gafping 
Co fee the light. But Mr. Curl^ who let me 
have half a crown upon my note this morn- . 
ing, befides fix pennyworth of paper, infift- 
ed upon my difpatching this jobb firft, and 
invited me to dinner. There was no an- 
fwering this argument, and therefore in hopes 
of a dozen meals, and half a dozen editions, 
^ith a joyful heart, and a watering mouth, I 
iet about my work. Mr. Curl^ who is an 
eminent critic in authors, not to mention his 
equal (kill in procuring them C— and a 
cure for C told me, that a haughty au- 
thor now in town that overlooks his brethren, 
began his fame with an apology of this kind» 
an apology which happily degraded him from 
tho fummit of the houfe to a firft floor ; a 
downward preferment, which I mufl afpire to» 
and would willingly exchange my long ac* 
<)uaiotance with the cold tiles, for the com* 
fortable fmell of a warm kitchen. 

Pray, fays Mr. Curl by way of encou- 
ragement to me, did you not know two fecrt'^ 
taries ona upon a time who became conftderahli 
minj/hrs from the pure merit ^ the one cf writ- 
ing balladsy and the other of fingtng them ? 
Sir^ you have as keen a genius as either of 
tbim 9 and for your external condu^f^ it is in 
P 5 your 
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your $wn p0wer to fmak as humbly as Joe, and 
U make mouths as Jucctfsfdiy as Junmy, when- 
ever you Jhell think fit topuifottb tboft laudable 
and thriving talents, 

\ 
I knew all this before ; but as h is a piece 
of flattery, it weighed more with me than 
my own knowledge. For as bi(hop Beve- 
ridge fays, with his ufaal force, O what a 
bad thing is flattery ! O what a bad thing Jlat^ 
t try is! But I doubt he borrowed this from 
St. Chtyfcflofn% perfuaiiTC to humility in the 
laity, or from the late pious Mr. Nelfon^ 
devout manual againft eating breakfafts on 
Fridays. 

I now proceed to offer to my countrymen 
fomc con fi derations in behalf oi father Fran^ 
iis. And firft let it be tenderly confidered, 
that a confpiracy without a bi/hop in it, would 
have been a thing incredible. A plot without 
a zony is a contradiflion, and no nuo who 
judges by hidory and experience but would 
langh at it. We have heard of miracles done 
cncc in feventecn hundred years, and the ap- 
pearance of a phcenix once in fix hundred; 
and both are believed, becaufe they fome- 
limes happen ; but the other would be a mi- 
racle beyond all belief* That what has never 

happened 
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bappeoed fince the creation, will nerer happen 
to the end of it, is according to all a probable 
opinion, and according to .fome a certainty. 
We often find that fatan's work does not thrive 
half fo fuccefsfully as when it is carried oa 
in the name of the lord ; nor is that name 
ever fuccefsfully ufed and abufed, but by his 

fworn and forfworn Some grave divine^ 

and deep cafuifts maintain, that the father 
of lies endeavours to ape the father of light 
in many things, and works by fecond caufcsj 
and /^, cry they, the devil has his deputies 
and miwjiers too! by which they mean hia 
- To prove this hierarchy of fatan's, 

they aflert, that all God's minifters, in every 
church which differs with theirs, are th^ 
devils minifters; and thefe minifters fay the 
fame of them ; and fome too (particularly the 
quakers) are wicked enough to believe both, 
efpecially when they fee fo many fcripture* 
proofs pretended to on each fide for the 
faid doftrine. Others keep themfelves neuter 
till they fee the two heritages fairly parted, 
and therefore go from day to day to their 
grave, alas ! without any extreme un<5tion at 
all. 

But befide all thefe.advantages, Mlhich the 

li}>gve reveread cafuiils compliment fatau witht 

P 6 (whether 



324 ^^ Pillars i/ Priestcraft 

(whether ts a friend or aa enemy, I leave 
bimfelf CO judge) and by which they feem 
to make him more than an equal match for 
(^c. -^— — They likewife hold, and bring 
proofs for it ; that he has numerous female 
deputies in every corner of the aniverf»: for 
what are witches but the devil's embaflTa- 
drefles, the zealous paftorefTes, who feed 
his familiars and his daily negotiatrixes to 
win people to him, and bring in his bar- 
vcA ? For this end» he has an old withered 
journey-woman or two in every diftridb. 
The Icarned^^^^ IVenham was one of them: 
fhe was tried fome years ago at Hertford^ 
for holding a fchifmatical conventicle of cats 
and goffips, who were great heretics, and 
went a caterwauling from the church. The 
neighbouring foothfayers were the profecutors ; 
for as the proverb fays, two of a ■ 

can never agree. Let us remark two mar- 
vellous things on this head: firft,' how very 
cheap fatan maintains this branch of his ad- 
niiniftraiion : their only equipage is a broom- 
iiick, and their only revenue is now and then 
a cold treat in the church-yard. Marvellous 
facrilege, that fatan and his haggard cura- 
leflcs, (hould prophane a place dedicated to 
better purpofes ! we fee they thrive according- 
ly, and are never the fatter ; whereas the right- 
tu! owners are in rare cafe, and as plump as 

you 
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yoa picafe. Secoodlj, let qs remark the 
mtnrelloas diligence and faccefs of thefe leao 
aad nahired doAreflcs, eren according to the 
teflimony of their own cafaifts, who are daily 
hmentiog, as well as combatiog the deTil*! 
great and growing power ; which looks like a 
coofeiGon, that though they themfelves ha^ 
good artillery, and the beft canfe, yet fatan 
has Tety formidable forces ; perhaps, becaufe 
they are not over-fed : a remark which fur* 
ni(hes an inftruAive moral. This puts me in 
mind of a faying of the famous Daniel Burgtfs ; 
Sirs^ fays be^ what trow you may bi tbo caufi 
of BelzibuVs prtvaiiing inter f/i in the world f 
Why I will tell you : ihegreatefi part of the world 
maintains an army againjl him^ of wh>m bo 
Jiandetb not in awe. Think ye that he is to bo 
bullied with a Lord rebuke thee, from fucb feU 

lows as they f No^ no it bcameth none but 

a cbrijfian to take the old hcSlor by the boards and 
kick bim downjlairs. 

Behold we here likewife two probable rca- 
(bns why fatan*s wizards do not, like our non- 
juring fort, intermeddle in plots and confpira- 
dcs : Firft, becaufe the other fort fuvc them 
the uouble, and appropriate that work parti- 
cularly to themfelves, with unrivalled induOry 
and zeal. Secondly, becaufe thefc, his (he- 
gentry, arc eminently modcft at to ibtir (e- 

cultf 
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cular claims, and evea /ileal about theoi; 
they do not pretend ^o the riches and dt)mi- 
Dion of the globe, nor even to revenues and 
dignities : nor do they publicly curfe and fwear 
at thofe who refufe to furrender them their 
wealth and their wives, and to hold their Airrap. 

From all this reafoning, I think it is plain 
that the plot, how fully foever proved, would 
never have been fatisfadorily proved, had not • 
my client been at the head of it : fome gen- 
try of that faculty in popifii countries, have 
been fuch regular and conflant combiners 
againft the peace of ilates, that all confider- 
able and extenfive treafons have been almoft 
cngrofTed by them ; and lay-iraitors only ad- 
mitted collaterally, and as acceffaries : nay, 
matters of blood and aflaffination, the glory of 
the whole fcheme, both in the projection and 
execution, has been generalJy theirs; and all 
this in a fucceflion fo uninterrupted, that plot- 
ting feems to be of clerical inflitution, and fc- 
cured to them by a right of pofleflion : nor 
is fuch a c<laini more wicked and abfurd than 
fo.ne others of theirs. 

In truth, thofe of them who, either abroach 

or at home, are adted by this fpirir, (how 

many they are, let others determine) have in 

cffeft fet up an office for licencing rebellions ; 

a for 
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for what elTc means their haranguing and in- 
flaming their votaries to be rebels ; and then 
not only abfolving them from the crimes of 
perjary and rebellion, bat making thofe hor- 
rible villanies, marks of fandity and ortho- 
doxy ? Is not this a declaration, that virtue 
and vice derive thei^ exifteuce from the fiat 
and good pleafure of thefe gentlemen ? Are 
not all the enemies to the e(labli(hment» 
and all the (corners of oaths, their ftauncheft 
friSnds f And do they not mark as their ene- 
mies, all who adhere to it ? And is not re- 
verence for an oath, a mark of dirafre<5>ioQ 
to them^ and an honefl confcience a proof 
of fchifm ? It is certain, that the chriftian 
religion lays indifpenfible ties upon the minds 
of believers: now what fort of religion muft 
they have; what fort of believers muft they 
be, who mock and break all the bonds of 
chriftianity ? They have a religion pro re na- 
ta, an occafional religion, which varies with 
the weather and their pafTions; a religion 
vrhich prompts and warrants a]|^ ungodlinefs, 
and damns all piety and common fenfe ! 

Their reafoning is like their religion; the 
Tcafoning of an almanack, never two days the 
fame, or fteadily wrong. Once it was down* 
light damnation to rebel, nay to refift npoa 
any pretence whatfoever ; now it is damnable 

not 
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Dot to rebel without aoy pretence at alk 
Formerly kings were vice-gods, and to be 
obeyed and reverenced with fubmiflion, and 
refignation doe only to God, and had they 
honoured their maker but as devoutly as they 
did fome princes, who refembled a very dif- 
ferent being, they would have been no fcan* 
dal to chriAianity: but now a days they ex- 
ceed porters in the brutiihnefs of their lan- 
guage and behaviour toward a prince^ whgfis 
greateA crime is, that he thinks that his lay 
fubjeCls have as good a right as themfelves to 
be ufed like freemen ; and that the unfearch- 
able heart of man is only fubje£t to the cog- 
nizance of the infallible tribunal of God, and 
not to any angry fadiion of pedants, who 
would make the authority of God truckle to 
their paltry ambition, and facrifice reafon to 
delufion, and religion and peace to grimace 
and fury. 

If the liberties of the nation were in dan- 
ger, as I hope they are not, (from him I am 
fure they are not) yet flill it would be im- 
pudeoce in them to hold up a finger in their 
defence ; they who have eternally been a dead 
weight upon liberty, and at all times, made 
formal and profeired> and canonical libels 
againft it, concerted regiftered libels! as to 
King James^ their behaviour to him is no ex- 
ception ; 
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ceptioQ.; for meddling with Aaron\ bells, 
they rang him out of the kingdom ; fo much 
more prevailing ^ith them was rage, than the 
fear of their own anathema and damnatioa, fo 
frequently denounced againft refifiance. 

But this, perhaps, is foreign from the tafk 
which I have undertaken, to write an apo- 
logy for father Francis^ and therefore I 
beg, fecondly, that it may be confidered in 
his behalf, that there are difienters in Eng^ 
land^ a fort of people he could never bear ; 
and lince the king and the two houfes, would 
not in duty deftroy them, he conceived a 
zeal in his foul for deAroying thofe who 

would not deftroy them : D me^ fays the 

captain of a man of war, if the admiralty 
tviU not bang my rogui ef a lieuienant^ by 

G , I will Jink the Jhip. Difienters were 

sot hanged; and my client found himfelf pro* 
Toked, that men of fuch plain and clumfy 
behaviour, who made no fine bows to the eaji^ 
and approached it in no birthright garments 
and furtout (hirts, were fuffered to eat and 
drink, and live as well as he who was a great 
beau in devotion, and the very pink of cour- 
tefy toward a place which our homilies very 
uncivilly call fupgrjiitious. It was indeed a 
diverting (hew to fee with how many pretty 
airs, crofies, cringes, forms, and coopees, he 

afted 




aAcd tt the honfi^wtraiag of a etrtmrn iMv 
boUdiDg tt Grjtmwuh, and nade ie tht rtbjr 
holy. Whereat the difleotert were* cncanlee 
to thct mode^ aod aaet io pieces of groaad, 
which, for wiat of holy wateTf rcmtfaed iUlI 
in a ftate of pagaoifm. 

Tbtrdryt my cfient had taken the oaths^ 
and this it bo nficommoa reafon for break- 
ing them. There it a reverend fddety of 
liaeQ in a neighbouring church, whofe authority - 
has never wanted weight with, mauy whp 
pretend to be of ours : they hold the dofirine 
of probability, that is, that any man may 
with a fafe coofcienoe do what any grave doc- 
tor holds to be lawful. Now an eminent high 
churchman has declared himfelf very fully ia 
this point ; fbr» fays he. 



Osths an tm words f and wirds but vmd^ 
To^fiiHi infiruminUU Und. _ ■ ■ 

And again 

Hi that imptfes itn oath^ mafis itf 
Hot hi whp fir comHnitnct takes it. 
And bnv then can a man be/aid 
7f bP9ak an 9atb be never made f 



Foorthl/t 
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Foanhfy, my cTitnt !jia<j got the keys bf 
both worlds at his girdle : and it was ftrange, 
if having them both in his power, he conld! 
tiot make bold with a fmali part of one of 
Ihem. It woald be as if a monarch who had 
all Europe^ coald not difpofe of BrgntforJ. 
My greateft wonder is, that my client cantiot 
With this matter- key of his, open the fublu- 
fiary lock that holds him fall in durance, efpc- 
cially when they fay, even witches and necro- 
mancers can do it. 

Fifthly, my client has an indelible cha- 
raAer^ a charaAer which, bis holinefs fays^ 
will render the prieft frtt^ fecure, and invul- 
tierable, though the man may be imprifoned 
and degraded. We muft diftinguifh betwixt 
flain Francis J and doftor Francis* The 
former Francis is really a human creature, 
and fubjeA to all the infirmities of huma- 
nity; but the faid do<Stor Francis is not of 
earthly mould, but of a contexture and qua- 
lity altogether myfterious and incomprehen- 
fjble to mortal underftanding. We muft 
therefore carry the fame diftinftion along with 
u$, when we judge of his guilt and punlfli- 
ment. As a Perjon^ no doubt, he may be 
criminal, but as he is a reprefentative of 
* and all that, it is atheifm to charge 

him 
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bim with guilt, let him be as black aod Us 
guilty as he will. His bead may be taken off, 
but the indelible flain (which ftain is invi- 
£ble) can never be wiped off. But becaufe 
this dodrine, however orthodox and prevail- 
ing, may feem difficult to minds not thus 
illuminated, I will explain it beyond a poffi- 
bility of cavilling. Let us fuppofe, if yott 
pleafcy an indelible clock ; that is to fay, a 
clock which cannot be unclocked. You may 
indeed take away its weights, fiop its wheels 
and its motion, and prevent its going, and 
make it entirely ufclefs, yet fiill it is a true 
clock, though it performs none of the offices 
of a clock. Here now is a familiar illuftra- 
tion, which puts this matter in a true light^ 
and out of difpute. Thus my client, if he 
is degraded, may be a very good B- p of 

the uDiverfal church, though he cannot be one 
in any one part of it. Juft as a foldier may be 
a foldier, though he never go to war, nor 
does any duty. What can be plainer than this ? 

Fortified with this indelible charafter, his 
aforefaid holinefs holds, that any perfon may 
forfwear, plot, and rebel, and aflaffinaie, and 
commit whatever fins he will, and yet be 
guo ad hoc perfe^ly finlefs ; or if a fpot now 
and then (lick, he could fcour it off in a mo- 
ment by a certainfovereign walh of abfolution. 

He 
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He may be a traytor without le/Tealhg the 
privileges, and reputation of ^ a Ikint. Could 
mortal man have more tempting qualificatioos 
for perjury and treafon ? 

' PoJfefs*d of ahfohti d«mmm 
&erfiopWi purfisund opinions ; 
And tru/iid with thi douUi keys 
Of heaven^ and their warehouferi 
Andcaji in finer model for 
The prefeni ufe 5^ church and war ! 

In the opinion of cafuifts abroad, a popifli 
bi(hop may be a very good and unexception- 
able bifliop, let the man be ever fo filthy ; 
fo that though he may be unqualified by his 
crimes for every office of civil fociety, yet he 
can never be difabled by the worft of crimes 
from ferving at the alun Complebantur templa 
pejjimie fervitiomm. 

Behold in the following lines> what is faid 
of the popilh clergy. 

•— — Hoe omnes tanfttom ad vivaria currttnt^ 
^ueis res nulla domi^ > 

J^^^ — — -. autplagoji dextra magiflri 
Territat^ aui legum timor, aut fuos dedita/omm^ 
Exercet nullis Utbaa ignavh curi$ r 

Deindi 
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Deindi quihus giUdus tircum frmcariia fangms 
Obftiiit ingimo; qu9s facro a fonti camotwM^ 
^oi Pallas Phccbafqiie/itf^tf/; quosfidtrg iwva 
jtjpicit infaujio volucer tegiat'uus ^rtu. 
Hi cum injrugiferm fpatium triven juvenile 
Alujarum injiiidmfruftra\ jam moUihm umbris 
Sicfra£fiy wee Mia patty mc duare nmasy 
Kic Urram incurv n»runt fufpendtrt aralrc : 
Hicfihi defidia p$rtum atque igwAilis «/f 
EJfe ratif hue properafU* ■ Francifcanus. 

A worth Jefs fry of cubs ^ in queji of food ^ 
From orders feek a lazy livelihood; 
l^hffpawn of beggars^ wanting bread and name, ^ 
The r/fu/e rfthe fcbooly the hangman^ s claim, > 
Sluggards infociai life the laUfs Jhame^ 3 

The oofs of nature and the mufes fcorn^ 
Doomed duf.ces by their flars ; in dulnefs born ; 
Profane companions for the facred nine, 
jfndofily accompljh^d for their trade divine : 
jfll theft (in books mifpent their youthful years,) 
N^r hinds, norfbolars new, but idlers, 
Jnd drones for life^ unmeet for war or trade, 
To ply the Gary or the Jl em foe t^ invade; 
A Jlot^ful refuge from the altar find. 
And fatten on the fins of humankind. 

So that according to this charaAer of the 
church of Rome, the king of kings is ca- 
filly pleafed in the choice of his miDifters ; 

and 
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and accepts of foch as mod kings woold ie« 
jeft : they ferve him accordingly. Their moll: 
important bufinefs often lies (lill for a bottle 
and a game at backgammon. Nor dares any 
man amongft tbem> take the part of the mafler 
againft thefe bis privy counfeilors, for fear i£ 
being reckoned an atheift. For whoever re- 
proves the priefls, has denied the faith, though 
he has the bible on his fide ; a book which is 
full of threatnings againft laymen ; but is never 
angry forfooth, at the clergy for the time be- 
ing, or to come. And in this refpeft, the 
antient prophets are according to them dlf- 
courteous old grumblers : they make the priefts^ 
of old the faded dogs, and liars, and cheats, 
and whoremafters in their generation, and yet 
never prophefy as if the world were often to ex- 
peft much better. St. Paul too tells us of ra- 
venous wolves of this fort in his time, and hea- 
vily complains of the reverend impoflors, who 
were to come after him, and would be right 
or wrong his fucceflors. I hope he did not 
mean my client Fronds^ and a few nonjur- 
ing doAors ; for I am fure he could not in- 
tend to blemifh the reverend Jacobites of our 
time; for whom the fathers of old had a 
particular affection, as you may fee in the 

works of the reverend doftor and the 

reverend Mr. According to them, tl^ 

faid antient fathers fully explain and vindicate 

the 




• tbtnew difciplinc aod c€remoaies of the oon^ 
Jnrq^i aod are ladly out ofhamQur with the 
diflR^tcre. Nothiug crpeciaJly can be Eoer 
than their invc/tivc agaiaft J^hn Ca'vixy and 
ihdr defence of king (M^Us (- But 1 am ftill 
nuirei charmed wiHi ihtir vindlcatioa of white 
Heeits, and of good perfrfoirats : and with 
Ihck'cxhortitloii for rcAoHug the charch laods^ 
and for bowSfig to the eaft: nor is their af- 
firdttg dmoc right in the pHefts to the peer- 
agtf lefs remarkable. The encomium of the 
fathers upon Dr* Hichi^s litany, and others 
like ir,^ is really fine; and fo Is their recom* 
mendatioD of the repeaf of the flam re of 
Mortmain^ and. their plea of excommuoica* 
tionfbr a groat. What can any dilTenterfay 
to their diflerution agatnft extempore prayers, 
and tiraiiing God iii^thout book, and to their 
many rules for ftewing plambs, and keeping 
Chrifimasf What zealous fon of this fame 
church can forbear to meutioa, with eKuharlon, 
the fcvere reproof given by the fathers to Dr. 
Hoadtfi as the fame is fet forth at Urge by a 

reverend dean. The fatires made byyi 1^ and 

^^— /and/- — tzndf t^idf — t In folioi 

upon round -heads and the modem whigs are 
likewife admirable, with their curious diflinc- 
^ons about rebellion, and fwearing aud for- 
bearing, recommended to a veoerable aoniitting 

' ' Af- 



ll 
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AHembly*, whom I need not meotioo, the 
fame being oot of England. The apology 
of the fathers for the morak of the facred 
brotherhood of the catholic firee-maibns, ia 
Mnell worth reading; as are moreover the 
marks laid down by them for dUlinguiOiiiig 
tbdr gfeauioe fooceflbrs, wbom they haire iib- 
bod all great lords and prinoca, endowing them 
at cbe 6me ttme with high-crowDed hats« and 
trnfiiog them more efpeciidily mkh the keys of 
the cellar. <N. B.) Jiert is wtibmg /Mmtoui 
thfiir tMfrnUhg thnrfmmian 

Sixthly^ A certain ^at prtuce f would not 
pot hioafelf ioto £tther Fratcis^s iiands, who 
perhaps had a mind to enrich the JcalendMr 
with anocher martyr, by the fame counleia 
and aieafiires diat father ff^iUiam %y abootibar* 
fcore years ago, bad followed befone ban; 
and fince he could oot make him a martyr 
one way, he was refolded to do it another. 
No priooe Who woiUd leave the laity any 
thiiilg, but tbe leavings of the clergy, was a 
oorfiag father of the chofxii, to father framii'% 
Biaad* Tbe JUrne rererend Mr. Lefley^ in his 
book of the divine right of tytfaes, in aofwer 
ID abis tpyjimi, iiys. Of uihat jpttia of our 

• T^OoovocBtioa. + Kii Ma>%. ♦ 

X Aicttiniqpx«i«r. 
, y o L. I. (^ /«*. 




3)t flirJ^iB«kti^(fiftiai.Ttei;APT 

itai iAm b0/lf qoocb lie» irftlHIttC ^modhUig 

cue's mk. But beftdcs all this tithe of 
breads and bed, aad beer, and cuAard, and 
^*li that a man has ; Mr. I^//y made a modefl 
demand of all the good laods 3n the kingdom,^ 
for the temporal good of the clergy, and the 
rpirttui) good of ibe laity i (o that his way of 
feediDg tjs Uy-Ihcep, was to take all oar food : 
^nd paAurc from t]s, and put them Imo bis* 
^pw[l bellf. I hope he did oot meaa that we* 
ivere to hive all oor gbotf-dAigf Ifi^^ 
but for him and lus brethreii, thtlr only hope 
vHi$ Id thb life, and ^t liaviig^ their' ody 
pordoD fipoo eirtfa^ they wtnre'to D^dunbifif 
happy mea io It. So that* here^was -a:--!!!** 
vine right in Mr.' I^Jli/^ dergy l^'ftano jbs, 
aod woe to the prince or fibjefi: who Uadned 
them, i hope ^mj cfieot was qat (mtijrely 19 
this body fchcmu ^ 

^ ■ -!•- - ^ -. . . 
Seveothly, The Coofvocalioa lias aot lately 
fsc, and' iay-parliameiits havo madis laws^^^jod 
given ' money without ihett. • This , jtoced 
riie fool of my client, who thought all an- 
thority upon earth, nay, abo?e the €mh and 
below it, onght to be vefled in a parliament 
of priefts, or derived from them: aod that 
'%hen he fwore ^o the prelentgovemment» he 
fwore to a — — and that thcrdbra hisfwear- 

ing 
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%ig ws " I I and his forfwcariog tx firs 

. We bftTc a new church ufcD vtp amongft 
fiSy which Separates ficooi the eftabliOied chorch, 
nod iels op .againft her, and which holds 
9II oaths to the.prefimt goTcromeat to be un- 
lawfoL Thefe noDJuriog dodoi;^ do not tbiok 
k convenient to meet together to refUfy abufes, 
though it is faid that there are manifold ufes 
of their meedog, and that much remains yet 
ta be done by them. They have already in • 
deed forniibed us with a fyftem of their faith, 
. called Dr. Hicht's thirty*nine articles ; but 
they have omitted a great many other things 
equally (.necefTary to be dooe, and which k- 
quire -their meeting again in an holy fyood. 
I^lhall mention fome principal things. 

Firft, there are many heretical opinions 
gone abroad amongft us> which require the 
cure and curfcs of the faid meeting, or holy 
council. It is even maintained, and (bm pu* 
Ar^ prdh AUrf) maintained by fome of 
Aar^tCz own bairns, that laymen may make 
laws for the church, and bind the unbindable 
iiofts of Levi\ and that God may have a 
church where the priefls have none : nay fome 
are not aAamed to hold that Quakers may be 
fared, though they truft but m one faviMr, 
and DOC at all in his deputies. I tremble at 
0^2 t^ 
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the thought! But I A>vhtf if ihcfii fmofn^ 
principles go on, fome may be bold ttoogh to 
ftrike at another precious branch of their pre- 
rogativl3, afid cii\\ hi qtreftioo their |irltiLd|ge of 
damning. Bdldes it is tecrcstlibSt how free- 
Afinkers fw£(rm ) ^audadbcnr firee*tfainker», who 
do not feat* \)xt iM\ ; and thefefot^iire go- 
ing to lilm ; and thcfreftyre ought lo be fttst to 
him; and therefore the faid coUntil ought 
to fit. 

But there is IbaMthiog beyond tU this^ 
which feems to calK for their meeting. W0 
jet want federal i>ifices to be compofed for 
important pQrpofes. Bells are put up 10 iheir 
feparate churches as profaoelf ^ that is, with 
as little ceremony, as if they were put up in a 
hall to call folks to dinner. A form ctf bene** 
didion upon this occafion is vaUe dejidn^a^ 
and the want of it much lamented. Let me 
reafon with you, O ye reverend nonjuring 
fathers, upon this great occafioa: why are 
you fo negkAful of the ftate of your bells, 
which fummon us to your fpiritual aflemblies 
and make fuch holy melody in our ears \ Why 
hang they up thus unhallowed ; they which 
arc not the leaf); part of your gboflly tools* 
and- clerical gear? You confecrate coarfe 
walls before you will enter therein, and l>k6 
dead earth before ^0% wi'ttl (et foot tboreoa ; 
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wtt Jfot belk of as good OMtal as ftooe and 
lime ? Aod is a fpeechlefs floor, however fa- 
crddy more facred thaa thefe fweet fingers of 
ttc fteeple ? lo rain you make broad your 
hats, and (hort your perriwigs,' and long 
yoor petticoats, if you fanftify not alfo your 
be]ls ! your other belle may go aAray ;. but 
fbeie n^ver- do« 

Nor hare we yet any office for the confe- 
cration of coffins and haunted houfes. Hence 
ifce evil one often makes the dead to walk, 
and keeps pofTcffion of tenements which he 
never paid for. You, reverend firs, you only 
can barricade our hoirfcd and our graves againft 
this vile intruder, by words and holy water. 
lor words whhout chiifin, I doubt, make but 
Iff Imperfeft exorcifm ; elfe why does this old 
■ftrpent ftill make bold to hold his=no6kfrnal 
csifeah in the very heart of your temples i This; 
firar, n^rirs your (erious confideration, and^ 
ir ^eedy cure. Therefow the £iid cauficU 
oogbt to fit. 

My next argument for it is thfs: Utlj\ 
grammar wants to be correAed^ aqdis a pro^ 
vince relerved for yoti; uplcis perhaps in a 
tiling of that moment you might; tJIffer to^ 
macb, and proceed to heats and anathemas 
abgirt^ka U ^ learned andveocrabl^ aOembly 
0.3 of 




94* irifFttUr»^Pibtm«RArf 

of dcrgymea OKe *^di4 apoor tfa^fiuM' 

iocertft: of' trnftMuiy, ttid fbr^thd^iaflrti^fr 
•f ttyloiik' Thcte it^'A diipMidi..f|B4.fiAJr- 
Aflticftl fMcfJi'^itt' die g p y i » v^wom bf . jiotf^ 
jdritig prifciU; -imd' iiideed in •f^^.jwns :4of 
^Ir ditii. Some *weir {Hrmidli^ 4bwt dodir 
iM6.<Hk, iM fbi^ )ftt& ciri|M^ litoifoiiiikqr 

M dl0en«Bri[ firdii cMll oilier tb ^helii^of 
thdr gowoi Soihe htft a gnttt' Oil iii' tlueir 
flceve (whicbitYtcftof trM orlMd6xy>^ dm>* 
winch they (hew a falarr vriit; aad* tirgbod' 
quaoilty of their tisen. Oihers bury theii^ 
li(b ia their fleeve, 'a tokeii'df dtua^apo^ 
iiatoiw Soibti wcftr dark wi^^s^ wd fimo 
light, aad have no iiuumer of <xrthpaox fian- 
dard as Co the fizr and i^flEiida of thdr ba|id$ 
fiQd beavers. This U ^lajpca&lifej aadofitt 
example i For ought I tadW^,** *'iiy lo jroiu: 

. opiQioa be dftmaablc ! fm X im 

/ iDAtical I , aod we all kndv the crytbg crimfe oiF 
fchifm ; and the decenqr of voitj and order^ 
Fie, fie i turpi tft doilm. Let xki dot with^ 
1^ Mni ' handhi give ioeh a.dctdly blow to 

cneotf of fanatta i^mlt ok "Let our nni^ 

: * 1 be eORTOcatieh ift fcing thUrks lU. reigii.- 

iff 
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III hoods and caps be knowD unto all men. 
We know the dreadful war of aD hundred years 
between two powerful and orthodox bodies 
of dirinesS About the Ibape of their coul, a 
war in which it rs faid many fouls periihed* 
damnation being their chief and conftant ar- 
tillery. Prevent the horrible cqpfequenco! 
Yon often quote, and upon lefler occafions, St. 
Pau^s advice for doiog.tfiV /bugs in decency and 
in order 'y which Suim$ &$mek§dj would ex* 
plain, iH pur ceifs and cajfoiks be all rf.^ cuti 
and if we muft be uniform in bpwiog« let us 
be uniform in oik €(Mreriag of the backs that 
bow.\ ThereCose the noDJoring council ought 
•M^meet^ 

Laftlf^ that Tenerable afTcmbly ought t*) 
.,l|Ke*t| .that thf Ofl9ber ia (heir (eyerat countk .^ 
.may bare time to grow fUIe. . 

I (ay nothiQg of the obvious neceflity of a 
new trapOation of a certain book, theprefeuc 
tranflation being too piaib, anii much the (ame 
with that of Geneva : a thing not to be fnffcred. 
The prevalence too of carnal reaibn feems to 
call loudly for a cti^ck from Aicti' a holy coun- 
cil. People talk of huipan rteafon, and human 
Judgment,,; Why, twHat .are' they f The only 
. firft guides, forfopth,,. that Gdd; Hii'^itli'ui i 

.. ♦ DomiMs^ans Mnd Francifcam. 
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ivhich is trae, and yet nothing to tlie pnrpofc. 
It is plain that o«r i eafon wag not gi?ea us to 
be ufed, bnt to be fubmitted to theni» and to 
be employed by them upon evident matterc* 
v^hich it cannot underftand* But, cry fomc, 
that is impolfible. And what if it be ? Is it 
the lefs orthodox for that ? O tempera f O 
BUtkff.ori I Lend, O valorous and volamiaous 
knight, O lend thy potent and poetical hand, 
and mow down with thy keen faulchion, wtrh 
thy rapturous and founding fabre, this uncir- 
cnmcifed reafon, this daring and darling Gath 
of the Phili/Hnes, and of free-thinkers ! Why 
flecpeJl thou over dry hiftory ? Why loitercft 
thou in cold narration, \^ hich yet thou doft 
animate and adotn with all the verdure of. the 
bays, with all the fubliraity of the Dtlphsan 
Ciod ! When, lo ! here is a fubjeft worth thy 
poetical prowefs ; a fubjeft fit only for a 
poet ; a fi^ht for thy imaginauon \, aod a 
bloodlefs field ! 

Evis ! recenti mens tripiJat .mrtu^ 
PUt:oqui Badhi peSiort turbidum 
Latatur: Eva! par ce liber i 
Parce, gravi metuinde Thyrfo m i . .■ 

I BEG leave to trouble the reader wi^h 
another argument in behalf of my client, 
though the fame was not in my brief. 

Father 
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Father Francis as he wts ilrtady an holy 
m^Di had a mind to be more holy ; and there- 
fore grew a traitor to grow a faifit : the moft 
certaio fcale to mouat the R^man kaleodar. 

Hoc arte* Jer$x Battfus 

Iwiixus arcis i^iii^it igntas ■■■ > ■ ■ 

The firft ftep in that chorch, to rife to ctf^ 
hooizadon, is to begia at the gallows, or by 
deferviog them. The fure way there to be- 
come a lord lieutenant to almighty God> and a 
worker of miracles, is to be a determined enemy 
to mankind^ a cbedt and execntioner'for the 
cfchirch, a furious broker of ceremonies, a zea- 
lous maintainer of otcu!t quaUties^ a great 
corfer^ and a great perfecutor oFcommon feofe. 
He is to be a great advocate for devotion, and 
a warm proaioter -of damiutioBi a mighty 
man for chaftiry \ bat di&IIows the beft meaiis 
that prefcrve it, the hooeft means of matrt- 
mony. He it a prodigious deckimtr agalnft 
wealthy and a prodtgiona engroifir there- 
of: he avers that the church waa built 
upon a rock, and that the gates of hell cantiot 
prevail againft her ; and yet fwears that flie is 
in danger of tumbling at the fight of every 
fmall heretic; and if a poor taylor' creeps InYo 
a bam to pray, he throws her mto a mortal 
ague and convttlfioDS. He preaches charfty; 

but 



bot 'dtmnt all oiodenitibs ind ib ibcir« n rt f< 
-fie isva fn/tdSai oMat t&t ipemti aiftortf 

treadi upon the necks oif' kisgi and ^kfagdoaiSt 

He b the ftroogeft feydift Id thd ^«orld, fli< 

the flBoftaobQaaded rebel. A mighty reaibfier» 

and a iniKhty cBanf loni a^iA^ reafoi) ; at- 

wqrtfcatteldDgblefiags amd oirfoi attd.laiflcsi 

^d nMarj^ liHft IlpMllliU7.iKda^ jq«^ *fiid 

tenifMaUy.iftanWi'jwi*. He illoii^l»:7oar 

udarflMdl0g»:rJaiiA fiU# it. ivM^ 

.and praieflei ao wnpdn>talrtbtdMfmd,4N^ 

^whidi homvtr wvavf a fmad aMislHIcklert 

and knocks down goverooittits «a4;lM^^0QS. 

He tells JOB diat huautt tfodeqr^aK&im>t iab- 

. lift ii^oDt (kch as be i add tatirovfLllwf fape, 

isetemallj thfo^iring bamaa ibdsqr fauei,^ 

i ferty, chaiiis» and defolafloni To dd goed to 

the world he difpeoples it. < He talks asuch of 

tnift in God, and to ihew hour moch hehas 

of it hfanfidf, win ttHf ttpOtt God for nothing, 

but crams his neft Ivith the ikaiih of the 

world, to pcote and difprove hli diftitift ki 

profideace. 

; He is perpetnally barao^og yon into a 
good life ; and to fet yoo a ^bod ekainple» ci« 
dicnles moraSty, and rallsat it as ^lefooliOieft 
thing in the world. Be damns you if yon 
do not believe the bible; and damni yon if 

you 
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j^dtr fead or nndernand it. He is ever ap- 
peaKng to your feofes, and makitig them 
jadges^; bnt if yoe believe your fenfes» «roe be 
to yoo \ you have deoied the faitb, and are no 
thriftiao. He is for ever proviorg mylteries t# 
jrou> and for ever proving that they cannot be 
|>rovei. CeremnUs^ fays he, an vnyjig^ 
hi f cant % and yet tbiy ari thihgs hutiffennt : 
yet yoii are damned if 70a omit them : though 
damnation, in my opinion^ i» no indifl^eat 
thing. Then he tells yott that the bible is a 
^vonderfnl inflruAive booki bot wonderful un^ 
intelligible ; and for your inftroAiofii keeps it 
from you. Ml ydur p^Jfe0§nSi quoth he, art 
iy divine right ; and as a demonftradon there* 
of. holds out a fecuhu: parchoient of humaa 
inftitution. He boafis of the daily miracles 
worked io bis church to ooavioce believers % 
for they never travel forth to convince here- 
tics and unbelievars; and he brags of his 
great power over the devil ; yet he is etemaUy 
frighting you with the devil's, great and in- 
vincible power. O9 lays he^ bow miforabU 
Wire tbe antient pagans^ who wanted us: and 
at the fame time makes the yrorld, where be 
prevails, ten dmes more mi(erabie than ever 
paganifin made it. Repent, quoth he, andfeek 
the Lerdj elfe you canmi be faved: zni yet you 
need not repent and feek the Lord ; for he the 
taintj and bis bretbren» can iave yoa wkhouc 

cither 
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mmMf/l,ff9i^^:MoA to h^ the %iog9 4c- 
iroQn]^..^,Gk bat f woncfidU. aiiaoaiivf if» 
il^ i^atleff^ ^nd rvb , >>Qiiiifit% at thm |. 
bucif you^^p^lJn vo^ vord,«|^ft; the ]|inr 
tHii) i^i^on»an^"lb<{ jj^ of th^r prie^ 

rifrnrat^il iMr^'Jtiti. '^*By^Whkh he coqfenbry 
thattherek not a (Word's leogth between the^i 
(which {s not mj opinion) 9nd fo he takes- 
theft his near kiafinen under his prQteAiQp& 
Ricb€$^ fays he^ >r^ peirnichus thf^is^- tini- 
f9ifin io the fnU ^ fi /V pridi. O. haU^ari 
tfricbis and pride ! An4 in kiodne(s to your 
fouly or to fli^v fo^ th4t be values not hisi 
owq» h^ t9kesall i^ riches m4* JJif'^^IS. (>£ ^e: 
.WwW tQ6iwfcJ&. • 

For a fon i*«ini5^tic»^ oF,t^^^ my .ftyiti:. 
cal treattfe^ let loc adid %^ P*1&S& Put of the 
Strmata of that egrly ^d ^ouneitf fctber 
St. Clewten^ JU^t^mlm^h and iodee4 o^e 
of the eleareft in hiq(i» ^ Tlol^ ^ffiff'Wf^p f»^ 
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t cttDot Ibrbear infinliog here Mother 
^noutiOQ from the faid moft karncd fii- 
t^ker i a quotatioa fiiU of myftefy aod beaa«* 
ty; it coQuins tft accoant cif foae faidif* 
creet tmoars J)etween the asgds xod the 
aatidilaviaa ladiei, wbo^ occordiiig <o him, 
vere eochaotiDg coquets, and drew out of 
thefe their gaOaQts, (ecreu pot fit to W. 
lumed. But hear the holy fiitfaer : *0 ukyt^m 

^aiTrr ft? yvr, l^cnrov t« dwifpSm rmf yvifUi^iH. 
i^c. Id. Strom. L $. p. 227. 

*. And DOW I will nuke bold to (ay aod pro- 
phefyof Byfeif and this my works 



RegalifUifiufjramJkan afiiMs. 
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